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INSIDE TODAY'S NEW- LOOK SECTION TWO 


life on the 
catwalks 

A day in a model existence 


Ministers reject calls to slaughter cattle as Europe 
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Ministers try 
to tough out 
beef crisis 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

Ministers yesterday resisted 
pressure to slaughter several 
million cattle amid signs that 
they were still hoping to tough 
out’ the BSE crisis despite the 
announcement of two more 
cases of CJD and further bans 
on British beef. 

Stephen Dorrell, Secretary of 
State for Health, told the Com- 
mons yesterday that he would 
not be issuing new advice to par- 
ents to withhold beef from their 
children and mounted a robust 
attack on Labour “scare- 
mongcring" over the crisis. 

While senior ministers re- 
sisted calls for drastic action 
problems worsened elsewhere. 
A ban on British beef through- 
out Europe was confirmed and 
Burger King joined McDonald's 
in banning British beef although 
the chain said hamburgers from 
home-produced beef would re- 
main on sale until Saturday. 

Cattle markets around the 
country were empty with buy- 
ers not even bothering to turn 
up and. in the City, while mar- 
kets initially breathed a sigh of 
relieL there was a sense that the 
crisis had not peaked. 

Statements by Mr Dorrell 
and Douglas Hogg. Minister of 
Agriculture - the second with- 
in a week - followed a meeting 
of Cabinet ministers chaired by 
the Prime Minister at which they 
rejected, for the immediate fu- 
ture at least, the solution can- 
vassed by Mr Hogg on Sunday 
of killing up to 4.5 million cows. 
Their statements were com- 
pleted before yesterday's an- 
nouncement from Brussels that’ 
EU veterinary experts were de- 
manding a total ban on British 


beef - described by Mr Hogg as 
“unacceptable" - and Mr Hogg 
was careful not to rule out 
further measures to restore 
confidence in the market. The 
EU ban also covers processed 
food such as stock cubes, soups, 
drinks, sweets and gelatines 
which contain beef extract. 

Fortified by a statement from 
the Government's scientific ad- 
visers making no further rec- 
ommendations for action, and 
daunted by the potentially huge 
public expenditure costs m 
compensation for farmers of a 
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large-scale cattle cull, the min- 
isters stuck by their insistence 
that the risk from BSE-infect- 
ed cattle remained “extremely 
small". Mr Dorrell said that on . 
the basis of expert advice he was 
not ordering schools to take 
beef off menus - while point- 
ing out that choice would be 
available to school pupils. 

■ * SEAC - the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy Advisory Com- 
mittee - in a report delivered to 
ministers yesterday, said that af- 


ter consulting leading outside 
experts they had concluded 
that “ infants and children are 
not likely to be more suscepti- 
ble" to any human infection 
resulting from BSE. 

SEAC repeated that in the 
“absence of any credible alter- 
native the most likely explana- 
tion" for 10 cases of CJD was 
a link to exposure to BSE. But 
it added: “It is not in a position 
to confirm whether or not there 
is a causal link between BSE 
and h uman disease." 

Whitehall sources suggested 
last night that Mr Hogg con- 
tinued to press the case for a cull 
in the ll.S-millioa national 
herd at yesterday's meeting, 
but this was resisted by a pow- 
erful coalition of ministers who 
pointed both to the destabilis- 
ing potential costs of such an op- 
eration and the fact that the 
scientific advisers bad not made 
any such recommendation. 

Both Michael Heseltine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, and 
Brian Mawhinney. the Tory 
Party chairman, argued that 
the SEAC report did not justi- 
fy such action. And although 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor, arrived at the meeting fresh 
from an overnight flight from 
Africa, not fully briefed on the 
crisis, the treason' is understood 
to have objected strongly to a 
measure which would threaten 
substantial increases in the Pub- 
lic Sector Borrowing Require- 
ment and the Government's 
commitment to tax cuts. 

But the EU ban left many 
MPs convinced that yesterday’s 
statements, far from drawing a 
line under the crisis, would be 
little more than a holding op- 
eration for the Government 
EU shut-out page 2 



Workers wait in vain at Hereford's cattle market yesterday after no livestock were brought hi tor sale 


more 


and LIZ HUNT 

Two more people are suspect- 
ed to have died from the viru- 
lent new strain of CJD that has 
been linked to beef infected 
with mad cow disease, govern- 
ment scientists said yesterday. 

Both Stephen Dorrell, the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
and Douglas Hogg, the Agri- 
culture Minister, insisted, how- 
ever, that any risk of developing 
CJD from eating British beef 
was “extremely low” and said 
there were no’plans to take it 
off school menus. 

The news of the new cases 


came from Professor JotafPat- 
ti$aa^iaiiman of thexxpertad-: 
visofy committee Seac; which 
spent last weekend deliberating 
on the risk to humans from . 
bovine spongiform encepha- 
lopathy (BSE). It finalfy decide - 
cd that there was no extra risk . 
to children from the agent that 
causes, BSE. 

However. ProfessorEattison 
revealed a widening gap be- . 
tween the increasing uncer- 
tainty within the committee 

about the dangers posed by BSE 
and the certainty expressed by 
ministers. Asked whether red 
meat was safe to eat he said - 
“There is no evidence in cases 


of BSE infection - in mUscle through Maff said ikta single 
meat- _.bulthere.are limittlo 
the sensitivity of the tests, so in JSaent m cows, 
ourcaicuiatioirwe canaofyxay public could besurt ibM 
within limits of >tiie -tests.” . . risk of air i 

." Inquiries byibe 

have also establisired ih^u.the r j jtes over, the answtfxwaS' ateq/ 
Department of Health'iad^he ' lha r they did not fapw.';. 



Ministry Of Agricoltnie,- Fish- 
eries and Fc»d (Maff) still can- 
not . answer, the’. key 
questions central fo thexurrent 
crisis. . • . * ■ . 

Asked yesterday whether a 
sin^e moatiiM of infected beef 
could be enough topass pn the 
disease, or Whether, the efforts 
were cumulative, both depart- 
ments said cbev did notknow- 


Thte latest wuraea tower;.*-*. 

BSdiPhave ' been •• 

Surveillance Unhhi Ecfinfrargti, .. 
wtnchnofodlQcaS«ihthe.pasr 
two years, strikir^ people htan . 
on usually young ager- Z7.years - 
old on average,ratber than 63* •’ 
as in previous -case^ bf CJD. ~ 
Seac condud£d.thattheb& ex- 
planation forthelOcases-ih^ 


fbefarelSS?. 

So^sc^t^badfearedthaf . . 

-yohiag . ■,»; -•*. 


had cohduded':that “ibfent£ 
■ m^.d&Bdrahire not l&efy to be 
more sUsceptibfo;tq(BSE] in- 
fedtion tbanareaduhs". 

4 Tzi the lighloftfais, therewas 


eraoi^^^adviselocal eduea- 
tirfoamhoritiestOTetpQvebeef 
frotti school menus”; . ’ - • 


Westminster I CIA ‘backed Iraqi bombers’ 


criticised over 
‘asbestos’ flats 




CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Police have been handed a 
daumine independent report 
which criticises the former Con- 
servative leaders of vtestminster 

City Council in London for 
housing homeless famili es in 
two tower blocks riddled with 
potentially lethal asbestos. 

Jonathan ?-*-enberg, a 
spokesman for the Housing as- 
suciation which is bunding new 
homes on the site of the since 
demolished blocks and was it- 
self a target for the Tories’ po- 
litically-motivated policy, last 


gallons. Labour immediately 
called for the resignation of Mr 
(ggg as an MP. Frank Dobson, 
the party's spokesman, said: 
“People who put lives at risk for 
party political advantage should 
be driven out of public life." 

Asked where responsibility 
lay. Mr Dobson, who called for 
a ’foil public inquire, replied; 
“The ultimate responsibility ... 
was a committee of chairmen 
which was chaired by Barry 
LeggMP, they were the people 
who took the fundamental de- 
cisions." . , _ 

David Rendel, the Liberal 
Democrats’ local government 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

The United States gave finan- 
cial backing to an Iraqi oppo- 
sition movement that planted 
bombs in Baghdad and other 
cities, killing more than 100 
civilians, according to a key* 
member of the group. 

Abu Amneh al-KhadamL the 
chief bomb-maker of an Iraqi 
party, called the Iraqi Nation- 
al Ao.*ord, says (hat he planted 
car bombs and other explosive 
devices in Iraqi cities. 

The US has long admitted 
funding covert operations in 
northern Iraq, spending SI 5m 
(£10m) last year. Other Iraqi 


opponents of Saddam Hussein 
say the Iraqi National Accord 
Party is sponsored by the CIA. 
This is confirmed by Abu Am- 
neh who says a phone call from 
Washington got him out of jail 
last year, enabling him to start 
his bombing campaign. He 
quotes his superior officer as 
expressing the fear that “the 
Americans wHJ cut off financial 
aid to us". 

His disclosures come at an 
embarrassing moment for the 
US. which has just attended a 
high-profile summit in Egypt 
hammering state-sponsored 
terrorism. A follow up meeting 
is planned for later this week. 


In the Middle East, con- 
demnation of Iran for support- 
ing Hamas suicide bombers in 
Israel will be seen as hypocrit- 
ical if there is no men I ion of the 
US role in Iraq. . 

A senior member of the Iraqi 
opposition says: “More than 100 
civilians have been killed by the 
bombs in Baghdad in the last 
three or four years." He added 
(hat the bombers had “zero con- 
cern" for civilian casualties. 

Abu Amneh gave his testi- 
mony about the bombing cam- 
paign in Baghdad in front of a 
video camera at his headquar- 
ters in the Kurdish city of 
Sulaimanyah, northern Iraq. 


Modahl dears name on drugs 


night said i. had handed th* 


report to local police to see if 
he law’ had been broken. 

Central to a police investi- 
Jlioa would be lhr roles of. 
ame Shirley Porter, the former 
.'st minster leader, and Barry 
gg. the Tory MP for Milton 
/nes and once her right- 
man on the coun^j. 

, long with seven former col- 
' jes, they are the Incus of the 
c aes-for-volcs" inquiry being 

‘ ■ tided into the Tory ffagdiip 
~cil by John Magjj| f die 
’* icl Auditor. Mr MagOI's 

, { L expected to reurinyneBd 

J 1 ■ fiknCAPAm n« ^ 


trve coancfllors showed a scan- 
daknis disregard for the health 
of homeless families, simply 
because they are not Tory vot- 
ers. The Conservative Party 
has sunk to the most appalling 
depths. All those responsible 
should be banned from holding 
public office." . 

The Barra tt report made 
dear that the decision to move 
the 100 families into the two 
blocks, Hermes and Chanuy 

Points in Paddington, west Lon- 
don. was taken a! the toghest 
level in the counciL “Despite the 
affability of the dearest advice 

and instructions to the contrary , 
those acting.on behalf of a 


''OTingpStotiwofve^ SBiW repeatedly took 

, ™mer chiefe«e u , r , eof wiih tl« Kl S 

S^idgestureComhCoun- ought 
vrwls asked bythe^i assume dot sKh risks wercnot 
I sofWestminSierfloonrii being taken- 
Vine the as&stw Teranta 1 tune bomb, page 4 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

Athletics Correspondent 

Diane Modahl yesterday won 
her 18-month battle to dear her 
name on a doping charge when 
the Internationa] Amateur Ath- 
letic Federation announced that 
they had dropped any case 

against her. 

The former Commonwealth 
800 metres champion had a 
four-year ban lifted by a British 
Athletic Federation appeal pan- 
el last September, and interna- 
tional endorsement of that 
decision now means she can 
seek an Olympic pbee this year. 

ModahL 29. who is trailing 
in Albuquerque. New Mexico, 
with her husband and coach Vi- 
cente. reacted to the news with 
a mixture of delight, disbelief 
and anger. “It is stifi sinking in." 
she said. "We went the whole 
distance, and we won. It is a 
tremendous relief. - 



Modahl: Tre mend ous reUeT 

But Modahl. who is now su- 
mp the British Athletic Feder- 
ation for compensation after 
spending an estimated £500.000 
on legal and scientific costs, 
added: “We have lost an awful 
lot an the back of this. Wc w3l 
ultimately lose our house be- 
cause of this, ll has been a cost- 


ly fight - and not just in finan- 
cial terras. The menial strain it 
has placed on myself, my hus-~ 
band and our friends has been 
enormous. I am very angry that 
it happened in the first place.” i 

The IAAF Council, meeting ..j 
in Cape Town yesterday, dedd- j 
cd the Lisbon labonnoiy which ; 
originally found huge levels of ; 
testosterone in Modafafs urine j 
sample after a minor meeting in i 
Portugal two years ago had pro-.; 
vided analytical data that was J 
“not satisfactory". . 

They took into account in- 
dependent scientific evidence 
provided by Modahl to show 
that testosterone could be pro- 
duced m urine samples which 
were not stored correctly. “W; 
are de lighted for Diane," said 
the BAF spokesman Tbriy Uferd.- 
“And if she decides to compete 
again internationally she will be 
welcomed back info our foam.* 
Ftril report. Sport, page 24 


His motive was. that he has 
not been paid for opera tkms 
already carried out, as well as 
fears that he was being ^be- 
trayed by iiK superior officer. 

to justify hs conduct he sent 
copies of the video to lraqi lead- 
ers abroad, one of whom passed 
it on tbeJndepmdehi, sayrnghe 
was disgusted by the feckless 
violence it reve^led. Abu Am- 
neh explains in detaO how he 
obtained the explosives and 
timing devices. He complains at 
one point that he had received 
only SI ,000, although “We blew 
up a car and we were supposed 
to get SiOOO .” o <- ' 

US backed bombers, page 8 


Equal pay award - 

A woman who lost her job at , 
ter daimtng eqaai j^y with a 
male colleague haS accepted a 
£140,000 settkmen'L .. r^3r: 

£lm rugby claim ' 

. A rugby player isclairhingilm 
conqwasurion -from a referee 
and another player -after he 
was par^ysed for life. • Page 3 

Family Law bh) ^ 

The* Government fried to pfa- 
cate Famify Law; ;B3F. rends, 
pledging.^ change^ the ^ljrw to 
allow divorced ttwet s. siurtpf 
'husbands’ pensote; 

lbday p s 

Cloudy andcoMwithanidst-; 
erty wind-S e c ti o n Trr«i page 29 
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True-blue yeomen united in thei 





With wo more statements due 
i m BSE and cows, some Tories 
entered the Commons con- 
templatin': the worst. Before 
their minds’ eyes floated visions 
of those terrible bonfires, fed by 
the blackened. bloated car- 
casses of dumb animals. How 
many would be slaughtered - all 
of them V Or just those with ma- 
jorities under KJ.00U7 

Their morale was lifted tn the 
first statement, from Stephen 
Dorrell. Secretaiy of State for 
Health. In an age when scien- 
tists themselves are rnercusing- 
|v reticent to claim too much. 



DAVID 

A ARONOVIT CH 


Mr Dorrell is unfashionably 
convinced of their infallibility. 
Having met all weekend the Ad- 
visory Council (consisting of 
large numbers of -ologisLs, - 
i lionises and common or garden 


-ists) had decided that there was 
no more risk to children from 
beef than there was to adults. 
So there we were. Science had 
spoken. All that remained was 
to allocate more money for 
more science. 

Harriet Harman's role, by 
contrast, was that of champion 
of the consumer, and she played 
it perfectly. Her voice took on 
the querulous timbre of the 
pushy customer returning shod- 
dy goods to a sleepy shop as- 
sistant. Why hadn't this been 
done? And what about that? 
Call this a government, she 


certainly wouldn't be shopping 
here again, and nor would any 
of her friends. 

Throughout her speech Tory 
backbenchers showed her the 
traditional courtesies displayed 
by Englishmen of a certain age 
to women who argue with them. 
"Stupid cow”, shouted Tony 
Marlow (Northampton N), as 
Graham Riddick (Colne Valley) 
and others guffawed assent. It 
was only one of many ruderies, 
but Hattie ploughed an. Her act 
may not be pretty, but she cer- 
tainly has guts. 

Up spake Sir Patrick Cor- 


mack (Staffordshire's). Wasn't 
all this just an example of “ur- 
ban panic, and n crude attempt 
to create a steak-rejecting so- 
ciety?” Mr Cormack, who looks 
as though he has never reject- 
ed a steak in his life -or any oth- 
er foodstuff for that matter - 
had put his finger on the real di- 
vide. The resolute yeomen of 
the country, red in tooth and 
claw, versus the effete townies, 
mincing around supermarkets 
avoiding mince. 

As if to prove him right. 
Labour's Joe Ashton (urban 
panic, Bassetlaw) asked about 


pet food. Tories giggled: were 
Fifi the poodle and Nefertiti, the 
Siamese, at risk? His colleague 
Angela Eagle (urban panic. 
Wallasey) claimed that the jBSE 
business had “scared every 
member of the public"- .' 

“I prefer the scientific advice 
of a former Vice-CbanceUorof 
Oxford University [Professor ; 
Southwood] to that of the ho-, 
noarable lady”, said Mr Dorrell. 

Ah, but don't be holding too 
much with them: scientists, 
warned Tbiy Theresa Gorman 
(resolute yeoman, Bfllericay),-. 
contradicting- .the Secretaiy of 


State, Eight years ago their pa- 
thetic worriting over salmonel- 
. ia“had causal thedeath of oyer 
a rniltih n chickens:” die said. AH 
that unfulfilled potential, those 
eggs unlaid, those ovine novels 
unwritten. Tears streamed down 
the sentimental faces of many 
of those sitting aroond her. 

. Sir Anthony Grant (resolute, 
yeoman Cambridgeshire SW), 
his stiD-wet moustache bristling, 

condemned “tbehypochondn- 
cal hysteria” of the media. 
There was m. Conservative 
Britain today, he saidy-a-^eater 
- risk of bewgmuzdercd or winj 


ning the lottery than <rf 
from Creutefeld-Jawb Dire*; 

What . everybody oe«to* » 
almost added, was acoldw^J 
er and a crostroountry run- 
lowed ty a good lunch. 

. . His rubicund coBeague.Tlttf - r c 
Y*, (Suffolk S) agreed Gag© 

■denning “hysterical 
tion" he issued "a portentous^-:; 
warning, ‘"if the British beef rn-!: 
dmtry- is destroyed voters m 
those rural- constituencies wupjg 

know who to blame"; And all ^ 
a sudden the Tories, who hM : ; 

■ begun- to look -a little 1 'more > : 
cheerful,- relapsed- into gidorh. 7".- ^ 


Relations tense 
as EU shuts out 
British beef 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

Britain'? European partners 
yesterday formally closed the 
door on British beef and im- 
posed an indefinite ban effec- 
tive throughout the fifteen 
member stales. 

The trade boycott, which the 
EU agriculture" commissioner. 
Franz Fischler. said would ex- 
tend to exports of British beef 
and cattle to non-EU countries 
. was agreed bv chief veterinary 
officers who outvoted Britain by 
fourteen to one. It will not af- 
fect meat on sale in British 
shops however. 

The move confirms decisions 
by all but two of the EU coun- 
tries to dose their borders to 
British beef and cattle. It threat- 
ens to plunge already tense re- 
lations between the UK and its 
Eurc»pean Union partners into 
fresh crisis coming just day 1 ? be- 
fore a summit of EU leaders in 
Turin. 

Britain's chief vet. Keith 
Meldrum. who argued vehe- 
mently against the ban, 
emerged from the day-long 
meeting to accuse his European 
colleagues of ignoring the ad- 
rice of scientists. 


"The proposal was rushed, 
unscientific and disproportion- 
ate". he said. "I am concerned 
that not enough time was giv- 
en to this. The proposal is not 
properly scientifically based." 

Mr Meldrum stressed that 
neither British nOT European 
scientists had recommended 
such action. Furious British of- 
ficials - who described the 
move as "ramshackle, hasty. iU 
thought out and having no ba- 
sis in science" - said the ban also 
extended to cattle semen and 
embiyos which even the Euro- 
pean Commission acknowl- 
edged harboured no risk. 

Other representatives said 
the atmosphere had been acri- 
monious "There was a lot of 
strong feeling against Britain" 
said one. 

Anger in Brussels at the 
British government's handling 
of the crisis erupted into the 
open earlier. In a letter to the 
agriculture minister Douglas 
Hogg, Mr Fischler, accused the 
government of failing to keep 
it informed. He suggested that 
London had triggered a Eu- 
rope-wide beef collapse which 
may not have been necessary. 

If the problem was as serious 
as it sounded, he wrote, then the 


measures announced by Lon- 
don appeared inadequate. If, on 
the other hand the new evidence 
added little to the existing body 
of knowledge on the possible 
link between BSE and CJD “a 
more careful reaction would 
have been preferable". 

A spokesman confirmed that 
no inkling of the bombshell had 
been conveyed to Britain's EU 
partners or the Commission 
during a routine meeting of the 
fifteen agriculture ministers on 
Monday of last week. 

There was a strong feeling, 
senior officials said, that Lon- 
don was not being as forth- 
coming with Brussels as it ought 
particularly in light of Lhe gov- 
ernment's demands for sub- 
stantial sums of aid. 

The veterinary officials did 
not address the question of 
slaughter and Mr Hschlersaid 
any claims for compensation 
from Brussels would hare to be 
scientifically based. The com- 
missioner suggested that if beef 
prices fell through the floor in 
Britain Brussels would open the 
doors of ‘•intervention'', the 
CAP'S system for propping up 
prices. However, he stressed 
that only male beef animals are 
eligible for intervention. 



Listen up: Stephen Dorrell, the health minister, whispers to colleague Dougas Hogg at yesterday's BSE press Jbriefing Photograph: Brian' Hems 
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Markets reports a stampede to avoid beef 


French slaughter herd 
infected by British feed 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

A herd of 1 5 1 cows in northern 
Brittany was slaughtered yes- 
terday after one of the herd was 
diagnosed as suffering from 
B5E: a second herd similarly af- 
fected is due to be slaughtered 
later this week. 

The two cases, identified last 
month, bring to 16 the number 
of recorded BSE cases in 
France since l^Sy. All the 
French cases have been in Brit- 
tany and are blamed on conta- 
minated feed bought from 
Britain before Id$Q. when im- 
ports were banned. 

French specialists say they 
expect a Ic.v more isolated cas- 
es over the next two years, by 
which time all cows fed with 
Briibh-proJuecd feed will have 
been slaughtered. Thereafter, 
they say. there will he no more 
eases in France as beef cow* 
rarely hare a life expectancy of 
more than 10 years. 

While the oi fieri I message is 
•me of confidence that French 
meat is of superior quality to 
British meat because sanitary 
controls are stricter and comers 
are n<»l cut in its pp^ductinn. 


French officials, butchers and 
caterers have none the less 
gone ou t of t heir way yesierd ay 
to reassure French consumers. 

One of the biggest French 
caterers, the Generate de 
Restauralion, issued a statement 
saving that it did nut serve 
British beef in its canteens and 
restaurants, and supermarket 
meat counters carried notices 
saving that all heef was home- 
produced. 

The agriculture minister. 
Philippe Vasseur. issued an in- 
struction requiring the origins 
of ail cattle and beef in France 
to be made known at point of 
sale. Bul he said, he wanted to 
clear any measures with Brus- 
sels first’. 

An eyewitness to the slaugh- 
ter in Brittany, the local cafe 
owner said : “The farmers were 
honest ... perhaps there are 
people who have sick animals 
and don't say anything". 

French farmers and meat 
producers have come out in sup- 
port of a labelling requirement, 
saying that a similar system 
they had planned to introduce 
over the next six months could 
be implemented within days if 
necessarv. There is considerable 


worry among producers in 
France that the scare in Britain 
could spread to French con- 
sumers. Although France re- 
mains the top beef consumer in 
Europe, consumption has de- 
clined by 10 per cent in the past 
five years, a fall attributed 
largely to its cost. Sales this 
weekend were described as 
"flat". 

Meanwhile France contin- 
ued to apply additional controls 
at ports to enforce its ban on 
British beef imports. A lorry car- 
rying IS tons of frozen bee fib- 
er destined for a Belgian 
company was turned back at 
Calais in the early hours of yes- 
terday morning. Officials said 
that it was only the latest of 
many to be refused entry. They 
said they had also discovered 
consignments of beef concealed 
in lorries carrying predomi- 
nantly lamb or veal. 

Young Farmers' organisa- 
tions in northern France say 
their members arc acting as "de- 
tectives" in trying to track meat 
from Britain that might be 
arriving in France illegally. They 
are also visiting supermarkets to 
cheek on the origin of beef 
on sale. 


At Hereford market, normally 
bustling on a Monday, the farm- 
ing industry's worst nightmares 
were confirmed yesterday. Not 
a single wholesaler turned up 
and no cattle were sold. 

Most farmers stayed away as 
well because the auctioneers 
had warned them of the im- 
pending disaster. 

Monday is the town's main 
wholesale market of the week 
and usuaifv about 200 prime cat- 
tle worth £150,000 to £160.000 
are sold. Richard Grainger, 
managing director of the mar- 
ket. said: “It has been a com- 
plete disaster. Sellers kept their 
animals away but we assisted 
with that because we contacted 


Wifi Bennett finds British meat off the menu for wholesalers 


the prime buyers who all said 
they were not attending. We 
could- not find one who was 
looking to buy any cattle so we 
told the farmers it was in their 
best interests to stay away." 

The picture was die same 
elsewhere as the market for 
British beef collapsed in the 
wake of the BSE scare. A fur- 
ther blow for fanners came 
when Wimpy, the fast-food 
chain, followed McDonald’s 
and took British beef off the 
menu at its 270 outlets. 

Shoppers are avoiding beef in 
any form. Jerry Nathan, a 
salesman at the gourmet chain 


■ Simply Sausages,' said beef 
sausage sales had fallen by 
aboat 60 percent since ihe Gov- 
ernment's announcement last 
week that infected beef might 
be linked to GJD, the human 
form of BSE. At Smithfield 
meat market in London prices 
for heifers, young female cows 
which are normally the most 
valuable cattle, were 37 per 
cent below those paid before the 
BSE scare began last week. 
But this estimate was based on 
a virtually non-existent market. 

Traders at Smithfield said 
prices of imported beef had 
risen 25 per cent as sales of 


home-grown beef ground to a 
virtual halt: Brian Howes, a 
meat cutter, saTdf^People are 
not-buying beef for-Ioyc nor 
money." 

But in contrast wholesale 
prices of spring lamb increased 
by up to 50 per cent to ISOp per 
pound. Poultry prices also leapt 
by 25 per cent to SOp per pound 
while pork was marked up 10 
per cent to 75p per pound. 

At the livestock market at 
Detling, in Kent, the\psttle 
pens were virtually empffMbr 
the auction yesterday. WiuiBk 
two days of ihe Government^ 
announcement the price of beef3 


had plummeted By a quarter/At . 
the auetkm^esterday 
fanners brought in their cattle* 
.for sale. Normally there- wduld 
50 to 60. ■l-f'*' ■ 

Wimjjy confirmed it uteifttSh- 
ning British beef from ^-out- 
lets. Max Wdfenden, managing 
director, said; '^Because «thcj 
confusion in the jnarkFMffa c^P 
with our customers.and tijEdJp 
rious concerns they have 
expressing we are bavindt^P 
move out of British beef to MB 
er sources." 

“We have no scientific rea® 
to do it; On a personal issuK' 
still think British beef is 3 a MF 
cellent product, but Tm rtbCiff • 
lingmy view on our custf®» 


Harman attacks ^deregulation d^gm 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

Parliamentary Correspondent 

Harriet Harman yesterday 
raised the political temperature 
over the safety of British beef 
with a Commons attack in 
which she blamed the crisis on 
"deregulation dogma and com- 
placency”. 

5tephen DorreiL Secretary of 
Slate for Health, accused Ms 
Harman, his Labour shadow, of 
■'ferreting around for party po- 
litical advantage", while back- 
bencher Tony Marlow was 
ordered by the'Spcaker to with- 
draw a shout of “stupid cow". 

Ms Harman said the Gov- 
ernment had dragged its feci 
throughout the BSE affair, de- 
lating before taking action to 


make the disease notifiable, in 
banning animal protein, in re- 
quiring compulsory slaughter 
and compensation, and in ban- 
ning bovine offal. “The roots of 
this crisis lie in the Govern- 
ment's repeated failures 10 take 
prompt and effective action 10 
protect our food," she said in re- 
sponse to Mr Dorrell's latest 
statement on BSE. 

"Instead, deregulation dog- 
ma fuelled by complacency has 
caused a nightmare scenario for 
consumers and fanners alike." 

In less of an atmosphere of 
suppressed panic than last 
week. Mr Don-ell said that ac- 
cording to the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy " Advisory 
Committee, children were “not 
likely to be more susceptible" 


to infection than adults. There 
was therefore no reason to ad- 
vise schools to withdraw beef. 

But Ms Hannan said Lhe 
Government should err on the 
side of caution on school meals. 
"Shouldn't Mr Dorrell say 'bet- 
ter safe than son/ -at least for 
the next nine months when we 
see whether there are any for-, 
ther cases." 

Tory backbenchers charged 
Labour with “scar emonge ring'' 
and said the party would be to - 
blame if the British beef m 7 
dusuy was destroyed. ; 

Sir Anthony Grant, MF for ' 
Cambridgeshire SW, recom- 
mended publication of a list, 
based on statistical evidence: ; 
which, he said, would probably 
show that people had as much 


chance of winning the Nation- 
al Lottery - and a greater 
chance of being murdered— as 
getting CJD, the human equiv- 
alent of mad cow disease.- . 
... Mr Darrell made .repealed 
.use of Shad's bfesemtkra that 
“no human activity is without 
soine risk^- As a parent of a sev- 
en year-old and.athree yearold 
himself, heunderstood that the 
risks associated with parenting 
were “many and various' 1 Lie 
sakL “I see absolutely no rea- 
. son for any responsible citizen 
710I to buy British beef or beef 
"products of any kind in the 
. shops today." 

In a., separate statement. 
Douglas Hogg. Minister for 
Agriculture, said that in the light 
of Seac's advice, McDonald's 


^decision to ban BritidiW^'^^s 
“not justified". He agree!# With 
Paul lyier, the Liberal 
crat agriculture spoke^Wi, 
'who said it was “absurd” 
burger giants to impest (fcfcf 
which wasnot regulatecftirta in- 
spected to the same bigh's&D- 
dards as. in Britain. Mf Wfiefe 
told two cases of BSE had 1 **^ 
reported in France. ' 
Pressed on the possiblfey of 
slaughtering cattle and pSayfiig 
compensation to farmfervlMr 
Hogg said the importariFmng* 
first of all was to tiy to 'nSStote 
confidence in the market- EF^Iiat 
did not happen he anticipated 
he would have to comf roroe 
House with further probo&is. 
“But that is not the postritftrat 
the moment," he told . 
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Female director 
wins £140,000 in 
equality case 


Historic house auction: Aristocrat jailed for drug possession hopes to . raise 






: A former personnel director 
.who lost her job after daiming 
•equal pay with a male col- 
league has accepted an out-of- 
3$o.uf:t settlement worth 
>-£140,000. 

••^Wis Christine Esplin was dis- 
jrmissed by QS Famuywear after 
^.Te&miing from holiday last year 
-'when' the company told her 
^■ihe had lost the trust and con- 
;3kTetrce of other directors. 
;'>^She bad earlier told the re- 
ntal! dothing firm that she was 
^taking her claim for equal pay 
“^Wth foe male merchandise di- 
;~tpefor, to an industrial tribunaL 
LVTMrs Esplin, 48, from Hove in 
"East Sussex, who earned 
>£42^00, has settled her case out 
"-of court, with payment of 
;.£;1 20,000 and enhanced pension 
.rights of £20,000, one of the 
\ highest settlements of its kind, 
j. She. claimed for lost earnings, 
;-peasion and other benefits to- 
.i'gefoer with compensation for 
..^heidiffcrcnce in pay between 
£ber$elf and her male colleague. 

settlement was based 
f&n;Mrs Esplin 's claims that her 
‘'earnings potential for the next 
<17 years had been seriously af- 
vfe^ed by the company’s actions. 
^‘Details of the salary of her 
■‘male colleague have been 


withheld under terms of foe set- 
tlement 

“I felt very strongly about 
achieving equal pay because 
there was a substantial differ- 
ence in my pay and that of the 
merchandise director, who 
joined the board at the same 
time as 1 did,” Mrs Esplin said. 

She added: “I would hope this 
settlement would deter 
employers from victimising 
employees who bring equality 
claims. 

“I am delighted that QS have 
undertaken to review their pay- 
ment systems and amend their 
equal opportunities policy.’' 

Mrs Esplin joined foe firm - 
a clothing retail chain with 
around 100 stores mainly in the 
South-east - in 1987 as foe 
company’s personnel manager. 

In 1993 she was appointed to 
the board of directors. 

QS Familywear said it refut- 
ed allegations of sexual dis- 
crimination and unfair dismissal 
and had decided to settle to 
avoid further costs and the use 
of valuable management time. 

Nine out of 10 employees 
were women and the company’s 
equal pay policy was “fair and 
attractive”. 

The Equal Opportunities 


Commission, which supported 
the case, said it was concerned 
that launching an equal pay 
claim should not result m an em- 
ployee being victimised. 

Diana Bnttan, deputy chair- 
woman of the EOC, said; “This 
should demonstrate to all em- 
ployers that sex discrimination 
does not pay. 

“The Commission supported 
this case as we are concerned 
that, having readied senior po- 
sitions, women are not then dis- 
criminated against in their pay. 

“At present, women directors 
only receive 72 per cent of 
mole director pay.” 

“The Commission was also 
concerned that exercising the. 
right to take an equal pay claim 
should not result in an employee 
being subjected to victimisation 
by the employer.” 

Mrs Esplias case illustrated 
how sex discrimination and 
equal pay legislation could ad- 
dress discriminatory pay and 
practices at a senior manage- 
ment level. 

Until 1993, compensation for 
claims brought under foe Sex 
Discrimination Act 1975 was 
capped at 1 1 ,000, but claimants 
can now be compensated to foe 
full extent of their loss. 



U^I^note^h^Sarquess of Bristol Ugrts ^Igafette"in the prfvatewfng at fdcwortft. Famfly portraits arson foo table Photo&apbs: BrianHarris 


(lottery grant ‘intolerable’ 


:The’Arts Council's decision to 
; lizirid over millions of pounds of 
‘Tfetional Lottery money to the 
; Roval Opera House was at- 
tacked as “unlawful and intol- 
erable” in the High Court 
yesterday. 

• In foe first legal challenge to 
a lottery pay out, Leolin Price 
QC said the Arts Council 
agreed to hand over £55m for 
the £21Sm Covent Garden 
opera house redevelopment 
project in central London - 
involving land of which the 
i . co uncii was a joint owner. 

“There is no power for the 
council to distribute lotteiy 
money to itself, or to a project 
in which it has an interest.” the 


QC told a judge. Mr Price said 
the £55iu allocated was the 
largest distribution of lottery 
money so far contemplated by 
foe council. 

"The conflict between foe 
council's statutory responsibil- 
ity for choosing between com- 
peting applicants for lottery 
money and its interest in tbs 
particular intended distribu- 
tion is intolerable”, said Mr 
Price. “The law should not per- 
mit - and in our submission 
does not permit - an exercise of 
discretion in favour of the per- 
son given that discretion.” 

The QC was asking Mr Jus- 
tice Tucker to give Jo Weir, 
chair man of foe Covent Garden 


Community Association, which 
fears foe proposed redevelop- 
ment will damag e foe area, 
permission to seek a judicial re- 
view of foe council’s decision. 

Planning conditions laid 
down by Westminster council 
had not yet been satisfied and 
the Opera House was applying 
for some of them to oe dis- 
charged, having failed to get ap- 
proval for designs for buildings 
which will replace historic ones 
in Russell Street, Bow Street 
and foe Covent Garden Warn. 

Despite this, the Arts Coun- 
cil had wrongly begun to dis- 
tribute foe lottery cash on foe 
basis that foe conditions would 
be properly meL 


JOHN McKJE 

The Marquess of Bristol yes- 
terday announced foe sale of 
paintings ynri funutDic from the 
east wing of Ickworth House, 
near Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, 
which is expected to fetch up to 
£lm.The house has been in the 
marquess’s family for more 
than 400 years. 

The grounds and most of Ick- 
worth House already belong to 
the National Trust and foe mar- 
quess, 41, who served a 10- 
month prison sentence for 


Paralysed rugby player sues 
referee lor £lm damages 


. A 2l-year-old rugby player yes- 
terday launched a legal battle 
for £lm compensation from a 
referee and another player af- 
ter Be was paralysed for life 
wbe^a scrum collapsed. 

Ben Smoldon was on the 
threshold of a happy and ful- 
filling life before the accident 
during a game between Sutton 
Coldfield and Burton on Trent 
under- 19 colts in October 1991, 
the High Court was told. 

'. Now letraplegic, he is con- 
demned to a wheelchair e*is- 
.tence for foe rest of his days, his 
'■counsel, Peter Andrews QC, 
told Mr Justice Curtis. 

Mr Smoldon, of Sutton Cold- 
field. West Midlands, is suing 
■ the' match referee Michael 
ft . Noiah and Thomas Whitworth, 
.a. member of the opposing 
team, who both deny liability. 

" , Mr Andrews said that Mr 
Smoldon, who played booker, 
was injured when foe scrum coL 
' lapsed and foe bodily force ex- 
erted by the other members 
caused his neck to be dislocated. 
“He thought at the time it was 
a ode"in a million accident. In 
fact, there has been, unhappily, 
an increasing history of serious 
injury in the game of rugby and 
Ben has fallen victim to that 
pattern of catastrophic injtuy” 

Mr Andrews said he would ar- 
gue that the match was not 
played according to the Jaws of 
the game or in a sporting spmL 
The referee's role was crucial in 


controlling what was a poten- 
tially dangerous sport. 

In every match he must ap- 
ply the laws of the game fairly 
and without omission -laws de- 
signed to preserve foe safety of 
the players in what was essen- 
tially a robust physical contact 
sport which carried an omni- 
present risk of personal injury. 

He added: “Unfortunately 
in this game the laws were per- 


sistently contravened and ig- 
nored and some of those pre- 
sent actually foresaw the 
likelihood of injury before Ben’s 
accident. The playing, particu- 
larly in the scrummages, was 
very dangerous.” 

A touch judge had warned 
the referee that unless he did 
something, someone in the 
front row of the scrummage was 
going to be injured. “Mr Nolan 



Ben Smokfen: Confined to a wheelchair after accident 


Rail stations on move as sites are sold 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 
Transport Correspondent 

Rail stations are being moved 
out of town centres so that their 
former sites can be sold to 
property developers by Rati- 
^jtrack. Labour claimed yester- 

? And a Labour peer also said 
tirat Raillrack was selling off 
sifos for development which 
could still be used for attract- 
ing freight back onto raiL 
Clare Short, the shadow 
Transport Secretary, has iden- 
tified half a dozen rail stations 
which are “sliding out of town” 
in order to enable Rafltrack to 


sell land to developers. In Wrex- 
ham, north Wales, for example, 

there is a plan to move the sta- 
tion 200m out of the town cen- 
tre while a! Windsor & Eton 
central, the plan » to shift the 
station back up the line for 10U 
metres. Similar plans have been 
carried out at Merlby Tydfil and 
foere are similar schemes to 
move the stations at Aberyst- 
wyth, Lowestoft and Staines. 

Labour is particularly angry 
foal most of the profits from 
rh-ce developments can be re- 
tained by Raihrack. Only a 
quarter of the proceeds have to 

be passed on to reduce track ac- 

ceschaiges for train operators 


while Raillrack retains 75 per 

cenL 

In the statement that will set 
out Labour's plans for Raillrack 
in the share prospectus to be is- 
sued early next mouth. Labour 
will say that 100 per cent of such 
receipts should stay in the in- 
dustry. Ms Short said: “Labour 
will ensure that all proceeds of 
property sales will go back into 
foe railway for re -investment.” 
She accused Rail track of “plan- 
ning to carve up rail land". 

A Raillrack spokesman said 
last night foal all these {Banned 
developments were for the ben- 
efit of passengers: “They have 
all been agreed by local au- 
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m two years ago, no longer 
wants foe financial burden of 
foe 60-room wing. 

Lord Bristol’s private apart- 
ments may also be offered to the 
Trust. The marquess said yes- 
terday: “There is a great deal of 
sadness involved. But there 
would be much more if it meant 
me staying here another 20 
years paying bills and emfingup 
broke. I am at the time of my 
life where I want to lead a to- 
tally financially hassle-free life.” 

He added that the annual up- 


keep of foe house was about 
£350,000 .and estimated that 
be had already spent about 
£7m of his money on mainte- 
nance of the house. When be 
was sentenced for drug posses- 
sion, he told foe comrhe had 
“blown” foe same amount in IQ 
years on his lifestyle. The mar- 
quess now intends to sipead 
half foe year in the Bahamas ' 

and sre months on a farmhouse 

on foe Ickworth estate. 

Sotheby’s, which is running 
the sale at Ickworth on 11 and 
12 June, expects great interest 
in about 1,000 lots. Classic cars 
will feature prominently. A 
1941 Cadillac Fleetwood and a 
1964 Rolls Royce Silver Cloud 
HI- with the registration plate 
888 NOB - are included, as are 
two coronation portraits of 
George m and Queen Char- 
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The 1964 Kofis Royce Silver Ootid with fts dI^hctive mHnb« plate {ab<nro I^ 


totte, together expected to fetch 
about £80,000. 

The. sale will alto offer 250 
paintings* 250 pieces of furni- 
ture arSwbrksrif^'^SOsit- 
ver and porcelain pieces and 250 


household items-- mdnding a ; 
1950s fridge. .Tw® years agb. 
more than 2,000 acres, erf farm 
.and woodbnd were put cm sale. 
Lord Bristol was reported to 
owe £4m to histrustoes. - 


Yesterday Lord Bristol, who 
has been an a dn&rehsb&ita- 
: tiou programme far the past 18 
mo nths, spoke ordy.of foe fu- 
jtore. •HnRScA^.foi'ward to a 
change,” ie said. - • — - 


agreed but, in effect, said he 
could not do aitything about the 
situation.” 

A spectator had also com- 
mented afterwards that, in re- 
spect of the scram collapsing, he 
bad never seen a game like it. 

Mr Andrews said that be- 
tween 1954 and 1993, 226 med- 
ical papers had been published 
on rugby injuries, which con- 
cluded it was foe sporting ac- 
tivity most likely to give rise to 
personal injury. There had been 
a dramatic increase in injuries 
to foe spine from 1970 on- 
wards with nine such injuries in 
foe 1980-81 season. Front-row 
players, and especially the hook- 
er, were at particular risk from 
scrummage injuries caused by 
the scrum collapsing. 

In an attempt to improve foe 
situation, the laws of the game 
were adjusted in the early 19SGs. 

Mr Andrews said: “It’s dear 
foot well before foe L99 1-92 sea- 
son, officials of foe game ought 
to have known of foe risk of 
spinal injuries to those who 
play, particularly in the front 
row.” 

The case, which is fikdy to 
last two weeks, is believed to be 
the first time in England that a 
referee has been sued in such 
a situation and will have wide 
implications not only fra: rugby, 
but refereeing in general. 

Mr Noian is being backed by 
the Rugby Football Union, 
which insures referees. 


Here’s one statement 
that doesn’t 
tell the whole story. 



thorilies, and the train operat- 
ing companies are also happy 
3 bout them. While Rafltrack 
will, of course, benefit* ail these 
schemes also result in improved 
stations and other fatalities." 

Lord Berkeley, who recent- 
ly joined Labour from the cross- 
benches. has uncovered half a 
dozen sites which he says are 
supposed to be protected but 
are being sold by Rafltrack. 
He told The Independent ; “This 
is being done in a very dever 
way. They are selling small bits 
of these parcels of land to su- 
permarkets and foe like, rather 
than foe whole site which they 
are prevented from doing." 

. S 


Did you buy your home Insurance from your bank 
or building sodety? if so. you- mortgage statement 
w91 probably indude details of your home insurance 
payments as weft. — - 

What It won’t tdl you b chat your lender, could be. 
takfag up to 30* commission on that insurance, 

There b na reason to pay fob — most of the. time 


bufhfings and contents insurance donY need to be 
with your m ortg a g e leader. By buying insurance 
direct from us you can make sjgnflkant savings and 
raantafo similar high levdsof cover. - , > 

,/.CaH now for more denSs- You can even switch .over 
; the phone and jokf foe 7S),000 householders who 
- have saved money wfcfi Dfrect lJne Insurance. 


DIRECT LINE 


0!8i 686 8877 

- tOWON 

0161 839 8877 


0113346 8877 

<•. LEEDS ' 

0141 2ft 8877 

•• OUSOOW , , . •- 


0121 236 8877 

■.s-.-. aaOBriqwut ; 'v ; , 

0117 MS. 8877 
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Asbestos scandal. Report says Dame Shirley Porter housed families in danger blocks to thwart ‘left wing’ buy-out 


IX BRIEF 


Council ‘put politics 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 


Hermes and Chantty Points 
known by Westminster 
city council officials and coun- 
cillors to be riddled with 
ashestos when they moved 
10 homeless families into 
the grim tower blocks in 
Paddington, in early 1989. 

Built by the former Greater 
London Council in 196S. the 22- 
storey blocks each contained 1HJ 
flais. John Earnm. former chief 
executive of Cambridgeshire 
county council asked by the 
present Westminster council to 
investigate the scandal, said in 
his report published yesterday 
that -‘asbestos was very exten- 
sively used in l heir construction". 

He also found that the exis- 
tence of the potentially lethal 
material did not stop the coun- 
cil targeting the flats as suitable 
homes for the homeless. As long 
ago us 1983. he said, everything 
the council needed to know 
about the asbestos had been 
brought to their attention. “The 
asbestos problems in the Points 
were obviously outstanding in 
their scale." 

Brown asbestos was sprayed 
on to steel beams which were 
then housed in panels made of 
asbestos chipboard: internal 
wails were made from ashes tos- 
taced chipboard: asbestos ce- 
ment was used to cover healers: 
floor tiles contained asbestos; 
and service ducts were enclosed 
by asbestos panels. 

The council considered re- 
moving the asbestos but that 
cost money. That plan was put 
on hold and. Mr Bairalt said, 
a management system should 
have been set up to warn resi- 
dents. to avoid housing families, 
to seal leaks and remove the as- 
bestos in hall ceilings. It was noL 
Under health and safety leg- 
islation there was a legal" duty 
to minimise the risk to workmen 
which. Mr Bairalt writes, the 
council “failed to observe". 

The flats were not closed 
down, nor did they have their 
asbestos ripped out - instead 
they became a political football. 
Council officers ceased to have 
much say in their management 
and they became an issue for 
Dame Shirley Porter, the Tory 
council's leader, and her senior 
colleagues, including Barry' 

Legg. now MP for Milton 
Keynes South West, then 
chairman ol her inner group. 

The health of the occupants 
was not. Mr Barratt writes, “a 
clear objective" Instead, from 

» non 


group which wanted to take the 
blocks off the council and re- 
move the asbestos and which 
the council was convinced was 
left-wing". 

Mr Barratt describes hew a 
document, A Political Assess- 
ment. was drawn up for Lady 
Porter's team. It stated how the 
council would be embarrassed 
if a "left-wing activist-led 
group" used “right to buy" leg- 
islation to acquire the blocks. 

The solution to defeating 
Wech was to move in homeless 
families. "I have to conclude 
that the real reason for the de- 
cision to accommodate home- 
less families in the Points was 
to assist the hoped-for defeat of 
the Wech bid: that the decision 
was . . . influenced by consid- 
erations of party advantage.” 

Mr Barratt accuses the coun- 
cil's former leaders of erecting 
a “hypocritical smoke-screen" 
to obscure their involvement. 
"Against such a background 
the chances of health risks 
caused by asbestos being con- 
sidered were not realistic." 

The first families moved in in 
March 1989. There was nothing 
council officials could do. “Se- 
nior officers became trapped 
into defending the indefensible." 
Mr Barratt writes. 

In July 1990. environmental 
health officers intervened and 
after seven years the problem 
of asbestos was tackled. The 
blocks were ordered to be 
cleared. In November 1991, the 
Oats were sealed. Three years 
later they were demolished. 




Watercurfes 'could 
have cost lives’ 

People m Yorkshrre could have 
died from Bosnia-like hygiene 
problems if wat« rationing had 
been brought inla&sammer, 
flte pufrficmquny into the re- 
water company’s han- 


tpld yesterday. - . - ■ - T {% 

Dr Oak Worth, West l&fe. f 
. shirks pubfic health diipctaf; 7 
dmm^ffea^'cbuIdhaseK- 
wjne' “HasBosnia^as 
led to dysen- 

texy, hepatitis A andsalnKKtel- 
la^TleinqtBiycoBtinues today. 

Ments Hi clear 

Hood tests. (Si 27 patients at' 
BTrmrng ham’s Queen Elizabeth 
ifospital operated on by a doc- 
lor cattyn%fiw hepatite B'toS?' 
md&ate-tbat none have 1 -cart? 
.traefedthe disease. The hospi- 

if nvu.. L . f - ... . 



wuwuujcs iot resting stair Tor 
3jood : bbmeuxm.ditk)ns. - 

Murder charge 

A former policeman wiics-its' 
man'deiHn custody accws&jbf 
murdering his girifriend^Bat-l- 
nngtonMoses;-3l, of Glowfek-,’ 
ter. was changed with kf^’ 
was ft 


v ”‘- lv Safety first: Workers in protective wear prepan 

Former tenants living 

A -i.: . . . 


Action must be taken against those who knowingly exposed 
families to health risks, ex-residents tell Rebecca Fowler 

The first they knew of it was 


when visiting workmen could 
not slop sneezing. More than a 
decade on, the former tenants 
of the Points flats, in west Lon- 
don. may be living with a time- 
bomb, after it was revealed 
their two blocks were filled 
with potentially lethal asbestos. 

They only realised the full ex- 
tent of the risk when officials ar- 
rived in protective suits and 
masks, and parked their de- 
contamination tanks in the car- 
parks. But just as it became 


tenants in 


* - iiuuuu, m.riU 

December 1988 until Julv 1990, 
ofic 


100 homeless families 
were moved there, many 
with children, unaware of the 
problem. 

Among the first to arrive at 
Chantry Point in 1989 was Safia 


“the major informal policy . . ! 
which dominated all decision- 

dShT ift ™ nls *» AhW HaSoraaSan”refbw? 

Homes Limited], a local tenants 


- - — — a ill J\J 

angry that they did not tell us 
about iL it was so wrong, so ar- 


rogant, just like “mad cow dis- 
ease*. not knowing what the 
risks are," she said. 

“ft s a terrible mental strain 
knowing how to cope with iL My 
kids have their whole futures in 
front of them, but they could 
reach 20 and find thev have a 
terrible illness. I haven't talked 
to them about it yet I f m not 
sure what to say." 

The risk of exposure to as- 
bestos, which can cause serious 
respiratory diseases and in- 
crease the risk of long cancer, 
has been known for decades. 
But the illnesses may take 20 
to 40 yeans to develop, and 
children are believed to be 
particularly susceptible. 

Many tenants already living 
m the Points watched the arrival 
of the new families in 19S9 with 
shock. Stan Bruno, 59. a retired 
telephone engineer who lived 
there for 15 years, bad covered 


his flat in thick emulsion and 
plastic sheeting in an attempt 
to limit exposure to asbestos 
particles. 

Mr Bruno said: “WMeJ had 
just decided to seal up the 
heating system for added pro- 
tection, Westminster Council 
was bringing in these families 
and their children. What were 
they thinking of? I feel very an- 
gry. mainly because there's not 
a lot that can be done for' 
anybody now." . 

“Weve been exposed,- we’ve ' 
taken the risk. All we can do is 
get on with our lives. But they 
should be prepared to account 
for the bunch of rakes they are. 
The whole thing was utterly cor- 
rupt. These people had a 
public responsibility." 

The former tenants of the 
Points, which were finally de- 
molished in 1994, were infuri- 
ated further by a letter sent to 



lives tinder the shadow of as- 
bestos exposure, they say it is 
impossible not to feel anger 
against the coundL 

Arm De Souza, 46, who Eyed 
in Hermes Point between 
1980 and 1990, recalled when 
officials finally arrived to tairi» 
the asbestos away. : 

She said: “We saw the men 
come in their great big white 
space suits, and that’s when we 
really started worrying, and 
getting angry. Here were these 
council people corning in with 
all this protection, but they al- 
lowed us to live there without 
any protection at all, and there 

IUPIV M 


A woman who tried to smuggle 
more . Chair. £35,000 cadnabs 
through Dover wasjazlecf fbt’a ' . 
year at Maidstone Crown 1 
CourL. .Customs officers' 'be* 
came suspicious when i terrain' 
the luggage of lisa Pudceifiag* ‘ . 
25. from Hufl. showed sKe TfeSfr '= 
been in Spain after claiming ri& : 
had visited north-east France. /. 

PoJItical legacy 

A collection of political 'foe- - 
mentoes; assembled by Owfe " 
Je nkins ,' former leader of 
white-collar union ASTMS:' 
fetched £9;840 at anctibiFfr* 
London. Itindudeda mngthay. - 
Mr Jenkins, now 69,'had nlaide 
in an attempt to persuade Toni ; : 
Benn not to ran in LaSdurfc- 
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In the indq 


5®** The ex-tenants Stan Bruno andAni^e 

So uza at th e old site of the flats Photograph: JohrrVbos 


Channel 4 issues ‘clean-up’ 
warning over Evans show 


chief exec- who drive to work every day” 

nsk of health problems. 

While those who lived in the 
Points attempt to carry on their 


~*' w ‘ 'whj vtniir 

cil, yesterday. He suggested 
mere was no serious risk to their 
health, and claimed “people 


JAMES CUSICK 


A flurry of four-letter profani- 
ty on Chris Evans’s Friday 
evening television show has 
prompted a “clean up or else" 
warning from Channel 4. 

The programme. TFJ Friday 
- which ironically takes its name 
Irom the saying “thank I**’ if* 
Friday’ - is produced hv 
Evans s own companv. Ginuer 
Productions, and attracts an 
audience of 3 million. 

Channel 4 officials are said to 
be generally pleased. However, 
an outburst of four-letter words 
by Scan Ryder, singer with the 
yruup Black Grape, durinu a live 
recording last Friday has 


prompted Channel 4 to de- 
mand that Ginger Productions 
implements “safety measures”. 
Channel 4 said: “Bad language 
at [his hour |6pm] is unaccept- 
able and we are haring con- 
versations with the production 
company to see what we can do 
to stop it happening again.” 

Ryder’s interview for Fri- 
day's programme was pre- 
recorded and without bad 
language. But the singer went 
on to swear up to six times dur- 
ing a live version of the Sex Pis- 
tols single “Pretty Vacant”. 

The safeguard demanded 
would operate when guests de- 
viate from the straight and nar- 
row of the Queen’s English. In 


the meantime. Ginger Produc- 
tions have barred Ryder from 
appearing “live” again. The 
company said: “If Sean Ryder 
is going to be uncontrollable, 
that’s something we will have ro 
lake account of in future." 

Despite the black mark, John 
Willis, Channel 4’s director of 
programmes, praised TFI Friday 
saying: “It re alb- kicks open the 
door on the weekend." How- 
ever. he branded Ryder's per- 
formance as “very serious". 

Chris Evans has been warned 
that it is the last time something 
like this can happen. He realised 
Ryder’s act was worrying and 
anxiously apologised during the 
programme. Channel 4 also 



-- . - -dependent report, 
commissioned by the council 
and published yesterday, it is 
dearly stated there was cause 
for concern. It says: t *The ex- 
posure suffered by some indi- 
viduals may yet result in serious - 
health consequences ... It is 
therefore important to express 
the seriousness of-\MeaSnm- 
ster City Council’s lack of care. 
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TJon’t do it Tbny, elections can 
also be poisoned chalices". • 4 - 

Burning issue 7;: i ? 

A Gloucestershire man mad * I 
history when he won ? fifl^ fo ■ ■ ! ; 
become a freaniner in Ms ha-* j 
tive Forest of Dean. GIqbcfc£ j . ! 
ter Crown Court upheld atidirir ' , 
by Michael Jones, a former' 4 
c^n-cast miner, that it wasfrfe ' - ' 1 

coal in the ^rieaPwob <^Et ^c- 
around its home. Mr Jong’s ' 
appeal was the first of itSkferT 
under legislation dating bbefca^’ 
most 160yeais, ehshrimnj^tiie- 
nghts of focal mizieis. 

Michael Fallon 

Michael jE^allon.has pointed - 
Outi and we accept, that bgU^d 
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no responsibility for undd - - 

fives policy when he was^n ed- 
ucation minister. He did not set 
up a private umseiy ( 
but joined one asai” 
month. The Darimstou nc 


Soldiers killed by shell in 
artillery demonstration 

cnlrlitfirr — 


Chris Evans: Apologised 

broadcast its own apology at the 
end of the programme. 

The Independent Television 
Commission, the watchdog 
body which oversees pro- 
gramme content, is iikelv to lake 
a dim view if Channel 4 allows 
TFl Friday to continue 
unchecked after three previous 
swearing incidents. 


Two soldiers died when a rogue 
shell landed close to the trench 
in which they were sheltering 
during a demonstration of 
artillery, causing it to collapse, 
a court was rold yestendav. 
ic pe shell, fired from a 
155mm gun in a close fire 
demonstration at Suffield, 
Canada, in June 1994. killed 
Corporals Robert Hawkslev 
and Martin Baifev. of the 
Queen’s Royal Lancers. 

feeing a court martial at 
Bulford, in Wiltshire, accused of 
their manslaughter is Major 
Jonathan Ginder, 36, from 
NewmarfceL Suffolk. The gun- 
nery instructor of 29 Com- 
mando Regiment, Rova! 
Artillery, denies both charges. 


Captain Francis More Hi, the 
forward observation officer for 
the shook who was in another 
trench, told the hearing how he 
heard a number of rounds 
explode which seemed to be 
landing where thev should have 
done. 

“Almost immediately after, 
another round exploded verv 
much closer to where I was and 

I goi showered with a lot of mud 

and rock," said the captain, 

who has since left foe Arnw and 

k living in Germany. 

"I did not know exactiv how 
dose but J knew it was close. It 
was quite unexpected.” 

He told the court that he 
shouted to ask if everybody 
was all right and was told a 


i*encfa had been hit He added: 
“A round had landed so close 
to a trench, the trench had 
completely collapsed.” 

The captain also described 
how someone had managed to 
get his hand down inride the col- 
lapsed trench and said he could 
feel a pulse, but when The two 
soldiers were taken out they 
were dead. 7 

Lieutenant-Colonel Richard 
Austin, for the -prosecution, 
fold the hearing that Major 
Gmder had a duty : to care for 
the two soldiers and anyone else 
m the area and thecourt had to 
decide tf he had carried out his 
duties properly. 

TJe hearing was adjourned 
until today. ... 
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CUftJ£ BLACKHURST; ;."- 

^^romster Correspondent . 

Kcurto! ..offices; are to 
qp6c#ntf staff &reto lose ‘their" 
jobsaspart of aJ2fX)mpm- 
gramme of. cute^td be an-, 
nounced shortly b^tieBeoeGts 
Aggqcy. ./..-V. . - •' 

,. .Documents leaked. to the 
ifdepmderit nerveal the fullloH 
ihe- introduction olthe 
iqt^e^ker’s Aflowanceantf the. 
djgep against benc&t fraud on 
Ihfrpggacy, which eadryearpays - 
out benefits of£75bn. 

The documents show that 
smajlpffices, which specialise in 
cfeahug with claimant inquiries 
i^t^than processing applica- 
tjpp%,wiU be shut Freeline, the' 


.. .. ... 


L-* pQ^ d^j^with 23 million claimants’ 
* ; *«1 sh? annually will be 

■-■idsZ; and out-of-hours, 

emergency services abolished 
The agency, according to th e 


ments, Mr Mathison writes: 
'T^TriUiheanthatafl services 

wSU have to be examined, - 
nothing -wOl be e xemp t** ■' 

Claimants With queries will 
have to start paying for their 
phone caUs; but die fraud hot- 
line, for 'members of the public 
infonnmc on people they sus- 
pect of claiming benefit fraud- 
ulently, wfil tie continued. 

Id a “questions and answers” 
briefing document, managers 
are tola to respond to queries 
on wbythe fraud hotline is be- 
ing kept, jet benefit information 
via Freeline is. being stopped, 
with theanswer “Fraud hotline 
is a specific and soccessfiil part 
of our Security programme 
aimed at reducing thelevels of 


benefit expenditure.” 

• . Another briefing note for 
managers warns, “there must be 
a question over small offices 
where alternative services are 
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13 areas, instead of the present 
’ 20*fmd local customer surveys 

* wjU'be ended. Oaimantswfllno . 

* iMigqf/eceare “money adviceT- 

* t^Uprtliem how to manage 

* tjteit^nances.andtheirtrajeais 
“ B^c^ure will be simplified. - , 

; coiswillalso slash 50per 

1 cs^jL^pm budgets for (fistrictm- 
- fp^aation officers, and manage- 
5 m^nt^nd personnel-budgets wiD 

b^lieiavfly cut 

/.^eter Mathison, cbfcf exec- 
utivct^theagen^.wiQ teilstaff 
that the aim is to secure savings 
of £20Qm in the current finan- 
dgljiear. While .the admmis- 
trqtipnbudget for f 996-97, at 
£i5Stei, is £103m higher than 
that,;# the previous, financial 
y^a^^hecost of introducing the 
n^’jphseeker's Allowance and 
t% Security and Control Pro- 
gramme - the fraud crackdown 
J-^p*rt at£397m. , , : v. ■ 

• yj&frve and beyond [that net 
reduction, staff wfll ,‘lje told, 
Uk 3gency is committed to “a 
T^pqfccent improvement*' iq 
productivity by 1988-89. 

In his briefing note forman- 
agers, ahead of the announce- 


distance*.. 

The questions and answers 
dooiment msoucts managers to 
deny thatthe mncB-triimpeted 
“One Stop” service has been 
abandoned,, ''rather we are 
looking for better ways to de- 
liver it . i . We aim to b uild o n 
the achievements and principles 
of the One Stop project in 
the future development of 
customer service” it says. 

Final decisions on which of- 
fices will shut and on the num- 
ber of jobs to go have not yet 
been taken. “Obviously, with a 
25-per-cent productivity im- 
- provement we will have fewer 
jobs in the long terin,” says one 
of the briefing notes. 

: If asked it the cuts will mean 
that staff in Department of So- 
cial Security offices will come 
underpressure and “will affect 
both the qunlity ofwori and at- 
titude to customers”, managers 
are instructed to say the over- 
all aim is to simplify processes 
involved ; in handling claims. 
“Benefits of [the cuts] will be 
improved customer service and 
reduced pressure on staff.” 
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A W-yeai-old. man wto was the 
fj rsrpati ent iq the world to re- 
ceiy/f;ia permanent electric 
He a rtrhas died, less than 36 
liqqES .after it was removed 
fro^H^is body.' . 

'• ;5c^ had .shown that Abel 
GoqdHiao’s own heart had 
rpadjpji “remarkablerecoveiy" 


surgeons decided , to remove 
ihebafrery-powered mechanical 
device in a five-hour operation. 
dn^urday because erf concern 
about localised bleeding. -- 
: Mr Goodman, who suffered 
frqm bean failure, diedyester- 
& dAj'ifler developing a “sudden 
and. unpredictable" change 
in heart rhythm and could not 


be resuscitated, the John 
Radclifie Hospital, in Oxford, 
srid. . 

Stephen Westaby, the-heart 
surgeon who operated oil Mr 
Goodman, said: “Mr Good- 
man had progressed well over 
the 24 hours apee die operation 
to remove the mechanical heart. 
The mechanical heart was re- 
moved after a remarkable re- 
covery to Mr Goodman’s own 
heart with bleeding around the 
device becoming a ; cause for 
concern." . 

Mr Goodman’s operation 
had offered newhope to thou- 
sands of people with heart, dis- 
ease who are on the transplant 
waiting list. Until recentfy, me- 
chanical hearts were intended' 
only as a bridge to .maintain 
patients until a donor, organ 
became available. 
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if if suffer from Tmmtus and Tinnitus masking works, what 
ex*EKnce symptoms such as other disorders are connoted 
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Sculpture saved 
by animation 
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New form: Sir Eduardo Paolozzi with Hamlet m a Japanese Manner, restored by computer animation Photograph: Nick Turpin 


JOJO MOVES 

Once it was predicted that com- 
puter animation would make 
fine art redundant. Now that 
same technology 1 looks like 
ensuring that works of art are 
preserved for eternity. 

A work by the leading British 
sculptor Sir Eduardo Paolozzi 
has recently been restored to its 
original form using a mixture of 
high-level graphics and virtual 
reality ana conservators are 
predicting that similar restora- 
tions will follow. 

Hamlet in a Japanese Manner, 
a three-pan brightly coloured 
aluminium sculpture, was first 
shown in 1966 and had since 
been stripped down to its alu- 
minium pans. After it was cho- 
sen for A Century of British 
Sculpture, due to open in June 
in Paris, conservators found 
thai there were few records of 
bow it had originally looked. 

■'This is actually a very com- 
mon problem," said Caroline 
Douglas, the British Council’s 
exhibitions officer. “But . . ■ 
eventually we managed to locate 
three photographs." 


Two conservators at the Tate 
Gallery, in London, were then 
asked to restore the work to its 
original design and colours. 

Tessa Jackson, one of the con- 
servators, said they had been 
dose to giving up when they met 
Rob Potter, director of a com- 
puter animation company, 
Channel 20-20. 

Using the photographs. 
Channel 20-20 produced a 

three-dimensional image from 
which they were able to piece 
together ihe original design. 
Tbev then used a virtual image 
of the sculpture superimposed 
on to the screen design in or- 
der to “trace" the design and 
paim on to the actual sculpture. 

Ms Jackson said the tech- 
nology had ensured that the fin- 
ished product was “as accurate 
as il’s going to get". 

The animation work would 
have cost the Tate £60.000 (the 
company did not charge full 
rate) and the gallery' is “very in- 
terested" in using it again. 

The sculpture will go on dis- 
play in Paris on 4 June before 
returning to its owner, Kelvin- 
grove gallery in Glasgow. 
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‘Temps’ given chance 
to have a mortgage 


DIANE COYLE 
JOHN RENTOUL 
and BARRIE CLEMENT 

Manpower. Britain's larges! 
< ‘iemp“ agency. is lo launch a 
mongage scheme new momli to 
attract workers who would not 
normally he able lo persuade a 
lender lo give them a mortgage. 

Up to 20.000 people who 
have been with Manpower for 
more lhan a year will be eligi- 
ble for the scheme which is 
being jointly run with Nation- 
al Westminster Bank. A pension 
scheme will be launched later 
this year. 

Manpow er's chairman. Lilian 
Bennett, said yesterday that 
the financial sy stem had lagged 
behind the rapid growth in the 
number of flexible worker*, 
who now account for 1 2 per cent 
of Britain's workforce com- 
pared with less than I per cent 
20 years ago. 

Mrs Bennett is concerned 
about other dangers in the 


growth of (he flexible workforce. 
‘Employers do not see the 
need to pay benefits and give 
temporary staff the same rights 
as their core employees, but 
they arc also a critical part of 
the workforce." she said. 

The move came as Tony Blair 
said the Conservatives would be 
punished for the “rampant in- 
security” afflicting the UK at the 
general election. The Labour 
tedder, who plans to make job 
insecurity a central issue in the 
election campaign, said the 
country had entered a “new age 
of anxiety". 

His statement came as 
Labour prepared to launch a 
ci msuhation paper on Thursday 
in which David Blunkett. the 
party's education and employ- 
ment spokesman, will formally 
drop the party's policy of a com- 
pulsory training levy on com- 
panies - attacked by the Tories 
as a “lax on jobs". 

The paper is expected to 
float a plan for employers who 


match employees’ contributions 
to individual save -as -you -earn 
training accounts to get pref- 
erential treatment in the award- 
ing of government contracts. 

Labour has decided to drop 
its previous policy that would 
have forced large employers to 
provide in-servicc training or 
face payment of a levy. 

Gordon Brown, the Shadow 
Chancellor, yesterday con- 
firmed that Labour was con- 
sidering a new tax relief for 
people who pay for their own 
retraining. But he also wants to 
provide a “carrot" to induce 
employers to provide, or 
encourage, training. 

Mr Blair published a dossier 
of statistics on the trend away 
from secure full -time perma- 
nent jobs to insecure, pan-time 
and temporary work, designed 
to draw attention to growing job 
insecurity. 

Ministers' attempts to pro- 
mote a “feel-good factor” were 
undermined yesterday when 


the stale-backed conciliation 
service reported widespread 
and growing fears over job 
security. In its annual report 
published yesterday. Acas, the 
employment advisory service, 
said that despite an economic 
upturn the goal of high morale 
in the workforce was proving 
“elusive". 

The organisation dealt with 
a record 91.500 cases involving 
complaints by individuals that 
their employment rights had 
been flouted - up 15 per cent 
on the previous year. 

The biggest rise was among 
allegations of breaches of em- 
ployment contract Although 
Acas took over responsibility for 
such cases just 18 months ago. 
they now form 17 per cent of the 
total caseload. John Hougham, 
chairman of Acas. said there 
were a number of reasons for 
the increase in cases involving 
job security, including the fact 
that people had also become 
more aware of their rights. 
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a new southbound platform at London Bridge. 

■i Closed southbound. Mocroate to Kenning ton. July -Oct ! Q 96: 



BAKERLOO LINE 


• Piccadilly Circus to Elcchant snd Castle dosed Non- ! 9 %- Jd»j 1997 ' 

So if you feel stuck, stranded, totally lost or just want to know what's going on, 

give us a call on 0171 222 1234 

Wherever you want to get to. we'll put you on the right track. 
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Dennis Potter’s dying wish and 
an ppic Gulliver's Travel? lead 
Channel 4’s £S6in spring sched- 
ule, launched yesterday. 

GuHi\ , fr’s frmels, starring 
Tbd Dansoti and to. be shown 
over Easter,- cost £l3iri, air. 
though hr collaboration with 
the American NBC -network 
and Hallmark films. It is not 
included in the £56m total ' 

Stoofc^issettospringaf^ 
surprises - Sammy Rogers will 
be back in the Qp^e without 
Owen but with daughter Louise, 
and there’s good news for one 
of the Dixon or Co r ich ill fami- ■ 
lies about that Bangka fcjail sen- 
tence - butwill lit be Mike or 
Lindsay who gets released? 

Fresh from The Big Breakfast, . 
Gaby Roslin wOl lairndh her new 
primetime chat-show.and Zig ; 
and Zag get their own Dirty 
Deeds series too. ' 

Life After Birth will be a new 
sitcom about a young, sin gle . 
mother and her flatmates, writ : 
ten by the comedy newpomers 
Simon Block and Teresa Poland. 
Friday night comedy wifl fea- 


ture Rory Brcmoer and a dou- 
ble act. from "Jack Dee" and 
. Jeremy Hardy. 0 .* - 

•Deane Potter, who wrote 
The Siting Detecdveand^ack^ 
eyes, bequeathed. bis fnjaJ tele- 
yision plays; Karaoke and Cpld . . 
sLazaruSr to both Channel 4 • 
and the BBC. He insisted they • 

- collaborate and that the plays ; 
beshownon both diannds. Bar- 
ter laboured id complete them. .. 
before be died in. 1994^7 - 

The four parts of Kdntake will 
IbeshownjfiretonBBClcrnSuii- '• 
day nigh tsirora 28 April, with 
; Mondaynigbtiepeats onClian- v 
del 4; wfnle CoU .Lazarus will : 
premiere o n Channel 4-gnSun- ' . ; 
riays from 2frMay; followed by_ 
Mondayn^htiiepeMson^BCl. 

■ The .two serials are linked by 
thestpry of Daniel Feelci played 
by Albeit Finney. In the first he ' 

tsadyingfibn writer andin the %- 
seco nd his disembodied head is 
revived four centuries on. * 
Newdramafic writeis are 
showcased, in TalentspotOng, a 
wordplay on Channel 4'^ latest 
film success.Tmmspoonjg- 
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Expecting 

By Michael Symmons Roberts . ;• 

There is another heart beating in this house; " - “ . 

another shoulder turning in die night 
Rain drips lost onto, the unlit fire, . / .* 

Gutters slowly clag with pasted leaves. 

Quinces sharpen, shrivelling on their thorns ' f -- 

tended bythe last /eu' punch-drunk bees .' 

Maybe min will slake the eucalyptus tree i '■ 

whase desperate roots have undermined the house 
and opened up on old crack in its face. *’ 

Somehow, from the summer’s shallow sea, ", -73 •- 

a curl in the ament was salvaged - — 

and has grown into a miracle, d fish out of water, J 

looping and railing through Autumn and freeze. - ' \ 

Michael Symmons Roberts wasr bom in 1963 ih Praton, 
Lancashire, and now Bvesnear Macclesfield, He reddTMModhw 
and Theologyjat Regent’s Phrk CoUege. Oxford, andsub^ 
quently trained asaBBC producer. In 19SS he received the 

CoU u eCti0n - Sofi **>*' *" published 
by Seeker in 1993. Hk verse has appeared in the 7L5 and the"" 
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Minister moves to placate divorce Bill rebels 


N DAVIES 
1 Affairs Editor '.- 

r’Govennncnt bent over 

io placate its Fanu- 

Law B»1L rebels last night; 
pledging to change. the law to 
allow divorced wives a share of 
' husbands’ pensions and 

^genuine” freevotes 

n-the fcev refonn of no-fatiJt 
r a year. ’ 
rage of CTTtidsm 
Tbiy backbenchers as be 


opened the Bill's Commons 
-Second Reading, Roger Free- 
man, Chancellor of the Duchy 
'of Lancaster, said his door was 
open from today to any hack- 
. bencher who wanted help with 
drafting .a workable amend- 
ment that could be put to the 
vote during the committee 
stage. And, “as a measore of our 
acceptance of tbeprincrple’’, a 
Lords amendment on splitting 
pensions at the time of divorce 
would not be overturned. 


Mr Freeman promised that 
the Government would bring 
forward its own legislation “at 
the earliest opportunity" fol- 
lowing- a Green Paper in July. 
In practice, that is likely to mean 
that a measure will be 
announced in this autumn’s 
Queen's Speech, while the 
Lords' amendment - described 
by Mr freeman as “defective 
and insufficient”- will never 
: be brought into force. Mr Free- 
man sud 30 Acts of Parliament 


would need to be changed if 
pension splitting was adopted in 
the way the Lords had decided. 

Introducing the concept of 
the “genuine" free vote that 
even members of government 
could exercise, dubbed the 
‘'Freeman vote" by John Patten, 
a Conner minister and ardent 
critic of the Bill, Mr Freeman 
promised that issues of remov- 
ing fault from divorce and the 
length of the waiting time would 
be dealt with in this way. 


In response to a question 
from Edward Leigh, another 
critic and former minister, Mr 
Freeman suggested that claus- 
es covering the “hardship’' bar 
to divorce and on whether 
financial orders should be 
allowed during the one-year 
waiting period could be further 
examined on the floor of the 
House at the report stage. 

Bui on the Bill as a whole, Mr 
Freeman insisted that it would 
“better protect the interests of 


the children of a marriage by 
reducing acrimony and by 
ensuring that conduct is taken 
into account where it is relevant 
to the upbringing of children". 

He said Office of Population 
Censuses and Surveys figures 
for 1994 showed that in 72 per 
cent of cases people filed for di- 
vorce on the basis of fault, 
leading to a median period for 
all divorces of seven months and 
divorces before arrangements 
had been decided for children 


or financial matters. His 
attempts to meet Tory rebels 
half-way is unlikely io have 
changed many minds. John 
Redwood, the "former Cabinet 
minister, demanded to know 
why the law should be changed 
to allow someone io be 
divorced against their will, or 
con Iran' to Lhe benefit of the 
children, after a year, when 
under the present law the cou- 
ple could have to wait at least 
two years and be separated. 


Paul Boatcng. Labour's 
spokesman on legal affairs, 
demanded to know how much 
the Bill's mediation provisions 
would cost. Mr Boateng also 
highlighted the plight of victims 
of" domestic violence, who he 
said could not be expected to sit 
down in mediation with their 
attackers- 

Meanwhile, the Law Society 
has insisted that pension split- 
ting could be dealt with in the 
current Bill. 
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Legislation means people may 
yyyhave to start divorce process over 
again. Ros Wynne- Jones reports 
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-Mf the Family Law Bill becomes 
law there will be no divorces by 
consent for a period of oneyear. 
Couples who are embarking 
-■ on two-year separation divorces 
now could find themselves hav- 
. mg to begin the process all over 

• - -again if the' new legislation 

comes into effect before their 
separation period has ended. 1 

• ; This would mean That during 
- - the first year of implementation 

no mutual consent divorce 
Could occur. The new law- re- 
> squires a .1 2-month cooling off 
'■ period prior to divorce. - - 
r Contested divorces, where 
•v proceedings had been begun 
:r -' prior to the new legislation, 
would continue to go through 
” during the first year: . 

: The loophole emerged as 

• confusion over what the bill 
would mean for couples caught 

' between the old and new legis- 
-lation was trigger edby com- 
' -'- Thents made yesterday by 
: Jonathan Evans, the' minis ter 

" steering the Bill through the 

Commons. 

' ’ l ’ Hetold Radio 4’s Todaypro- 
"‘gramme that “in the first year: 
: 'after this legislation' comes in 
nobody win be able to get tfi-/ 
1 ironed" fcavii^ a question mark 
"'■|bvef what would, happen -to 
• * those already involved in di- 

vorce proceedings. ■■■ ■" 

The Lord ChanceHbrs office 

confirmed there would be no 
vorces at all in the one-year pe- 
riod, but later stated that 
couples who had already filed 
for contested divorces prior to 
that date would be covered by 
interim arrangements. 

The problem occurs in two- 
year separation divorces be- 
cause, unlike in contested 
divorces, couples who w&i to di- 
vorce by mutual consent or 
separation, actually file for di- 
vorce after the period of sepa- 


ration and the law cannot cov- 
er them retrospectively. • 

A' spokesman for the Lord 
Chancellor's office said: “The 
law is unable to be retrospec- 
tive and so we have been unable 
to make arrangements for those 
already undertaking divorce by 
consent when the law comes in. 
A category of people will be 
caught by this but the depart- 
ment is unable to really see a 
way round it." 

: A senior divorce lawyer said 
there wak concern in the legal 
profession about the people' 
that would fall between the ord 
and new divorce laws. People 
seeking legal advice would be in- 
formed that the process could 
take three years, which might 
encourage some people into 
contriving grounds for divorce , 
such as unreasonable conduct. 

Ironically, divorce on ‘'in- 
vented" grounds is one of the 
issues the Lord Chancellor is 
trying to address. 

- There is also concern about 
the status of international cas- 
es because of the possibility that 
other jurisdictions wfi] be able 
to process cases faster than in 
ErigIand. An English womarr 
married to a French man might 
deride to go through a divorce 
in France rather than England, 
for example. 

The Lord Chancellor expects 
a two-year period between the 
divorce bill completing its pas- 
sage through the Commons 
and the law being implement- 
ed. If the law is passed this sum- 
mer, it would come into effect 
from summerl99S and the 
first divorces under the new law 
would come through in summer 
1999. In the interim people 
will have to wait the extra year 
or rite grounds for divorce such 
as unreasonable behaviour or 
adultery. - 



Power play: Ian Lang, the President of the Board of Trade, joins officials outside Sizeweii B in Suffolk after opening the nuclear energy plant 
yesterday. Mr Lang insisted that safety would be paramount in the privatised nuclear industry Photograph: Edward Sykes 


CSA to compensate falsely accused men 


• •• 

JOHN RENTOUL ..... 

ftiitfcal-Gorrespondertt 

The Quid Support Agency is to 
make a £100 “consolatory pay- 
ment" to men who are falsely 
accused of fathering children, 
the. Government announced 
yesterday. 

• Andrew Mitchell, the social 
security minister, said the 
change would come into effect 
next week in the “extremely rare 
cases" where the CSA is at fault 
in sending a form to a person 
who is not the parent of the chil- 
dren in question. “This is to 
compensate for the possible 
upset and inconvenience caused 


by this error," he said in a writ- 
ten parliamentary answer. 

One of the CSA’s many prob- 
lems since its launch three years 
ago has been a series of well- 
publicised mistakes which have 
threatened marriages because 
wives have opened letters from 
the CSA which were based on 
erroneous information. 

Headlines such as “CSA 
blunder nearly ruined my mar- 
riage”, over the stoiy of Steven 
Sheppard, whose wife Janet 
opened a letter from the CSA, 
have embarrassed ministers. 

According to the CSA two 
years ago, Mr Sheppard, the fa- 
ther of two girls aged seven and 


12, also had a 10-year-old 
daughter by another woman. 
After the mistake was uncov- 
ered, Mis Sheppard said: “I'm 
so angry. We had the biggest 
row of our entire marriage. In 
13 years I've never once doubl- 
ed Steven. But they destroyed 
all that trust with one letter." 

In the last nine months for 
which figures are available, 
there were 28 instances where 
the CSA “may have been re- 
sponsible" for wrongly identi- 
fying absent parents, a 
spokesman for the Department 
of Social Security said. This was 
an infinitesimal proportion of 
the 153.000 forms sent out. 


payment 
available where the CSA acted 
in good faith, for example in re- 
sponse to malicious claims that 
someone had fathered a child. 

The new rule forms part of 
a further package of reforms 
which have already stilled much 
of the fierce criticism of the CSA 
from aggrieved fathers. 

Last year, travel-to-work 
costs were taken into account 
for the calculation of mainte- 
nance payments, and a limit of 
30 per cent of the absent par- 
ent’s disposable income set for 
maintenance. 

Last week, a more thorough 
system of allowing “departures" 


from the rigid formula for cal- 
culating maintenance started to 
come into effect. Mr Mitchell 
also announced that interest 
would be payable on mainte- 
nance paid late because of de- 
lays caused by the CSA. 

Yesterday, Mr Mitchell also 
announced" that he would be 
acting on the criticisms made by 
William Reid, the parliamentary 
ombudsman. He will appoint an 
independent complaints exam- 
iner in the summer, as Mr Reid 
demanded last week. 

Mr Reid said that one-third 
of the complaints he receives 
across all government depart- 
ments concern the CSA. 


Clarke 
under 
pressure 
on VAT 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, will today attempt to 
head off a rebellion among 
Tory MPS which could see the 
Government defeated in the 
Commons tomorrow. 

There is strong cross-party 
support for a move to cut VAT 
on insulation and other energy- 
saving goods from 17.5 to 8 per 
cent, bringing it in line with the 
lower VAT rale charged on 
electricity and gas. 

Among the 11 Tory rebels 
who have signed amendments 
to the Finance Bill are promi- 
nent Euro-sceptics such as Sir 
Teddy Taylor and Theresa Gor- 
man." They see the issue as a 
chance to challenge the Euro- 
pean Commission's restrictions 
on VAT changes in member 
states. The 1 1 also include Sir 
John Hanham, a member of the 
executive of the powerful 1922 
Committee of backbench Tory 
MPs. He and Tim Yeo, the for- 
mer environment minister, are 
to meet Mr Clarke today. 

Supporters of the campaign 
say common sense and justice 
demand that products such as 
triple glazing, cavity-wall insu- 
lation and thermostatic radia- 
tor valves should have the same 
VAT rate as fuel. The differen- 
tial encourages households to 
use energy wastefully, harming 
the environment and economy. 

But the Government has 
been strongly opposed. Apart 
from possible problems with the 
Commission, it does not want 
to lose the £8m a year revenue 
which I7_5 percent VAT on en- 
ergy saving goods brings in. 

Alan Simpson, the left-wing 
Labour MP for Nottingham 
South, is leading the campaign. 
Last year his Early Day Motion 
calling for the VAT cut was 
signed by over half of all MPs. 
and nearly 200 backed his 
amendments to the Finance 
Bill last week. An amendment 
to allow a refund system in 
which people who pay 17.5 per 
cent VAT could reclaim half, is 
most likely to come to a vote. 


Renewing v our home insurance 
in April or May ? 


£ ■; If you’re 50 or 
"ft* over,jiistsee 
how much you- 
can save with 
Saga - call us 

You will know how 
7; expensive home insurance 
^ can be - thankfully, if . 

*r you’re aged SO or over you 
can benefit from Saga ■ " • 
Home Insurance - a superior 
household insurance that’s 
only available to mature, 

responsible people like ■ 


Because of this. Saga ■ 
Home Insurance’ can offer 
you genuine savings over 
other oolieies. while giving 

your home and possessions. 






• Exclusively for 

■ people aged 50 or 

• over. 

•Cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost. 

• Save. 30% off 
Worldwide Sights. 


YOURS FREE 

We’ll send 
you a 
free pen 
when you 

request your 
free, do 
obligation Home insurance, 
quotation. Plus this useful 
smoke alarm when -yon 
takeout your policy. . 

Call us today! ; y,; 


0800 
414 525 
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ORANGE ONLY GIVE 
YOU HALF AS 
MUCH AIRTIME FOR 
A; YOUR MONEY 
(BUT, HEY, THEIR BILLS 
ARE TWICE AS LONG.) 



minutes maximum for 
£2038 on talk 60* 

orange 


125 


MINUTES MAXIMUM FOR 
£2&U ON RE6ULAR CALLER PLUS* 

CELLNET 


RING 0000 21 4000 FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


THE NET THAT SETS YOU FREE. 



cell net 
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Blue is the sky and the sea on a clear day and signifies our furthest gaze 
and the heights of our hopes. With HP colour 
printing and copying solutions you can say what you’re doing in the future in blue. 

HP in she circr. _ L , .i'-tic colour ssys a let. 
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Patrick Cockburn unearths video 
evidence that the US, while 
decrying Hamas attacks in Israel, 
was at the same time backing a 
ruthless group operating in Iraq 


Ai thi.- same Lime lhat President 

Bill Clinton was denouncing the 
Hamas suicide bombers at an 
"jnli-lerror" conference in 
Egypt two weeks ago. the US 
was supporting an equally vio- 
lent organisation in Iraq which 
carries' out bomb attacks in 
Baghdad and other cities. 

The Iraqi opposition cam- 
paign. aimed at destabilising 
President Saddam Hussein and 
his government, has hitherto re- 
mained secret It includes using 
car hnmbs and smaller explosive 
devices smuggled from Iraqi 
Kurdistan, which is outside 
government control. 

Iraq issues no figures for 
people killed or injured in ex- 
plosions but an opposition 
member said: “I estimate that 
more than JUU civilians have 
been killed by the bombs in 
Baghdad in the Iasi three or four 
years. There is zero concern 
about civilian deaths among 
those behind the bombing." 

The body mainly responsible 
for attacks is the Iraqi Nation- 
al Accord, one of the main re- 
sistance groups, described by 
another opposition leader as 
“heavily sponsored by the US 
and under the influence of the 
CIA". Last year the CIA asked 
Congress for SI 5m for covert 
operations against Baghdad. 

Evidence lhat at least part of 
this funds a bombing campaign 
has become available recently 
through Abu Amneh al-Khada- 
mi. one of the National Accord's 
chief bomb-makers. To justify' 
his conduct and explain his 
grievances to opposition lead- 
ers abroad he made a video - 
the Independent obtained a 
copy - describing how he made 
and sent bombs to Baghdad. 

He also recounts conversa- 
tions with his superior, who 
fears “the Americans will cut off 
financial aid to us". He says he 
was originally recruited by a Na- 
tional Accord official who got 
him freed from jail in the Kur- 
dish headquarters at Salahudin. 


northern Iraq. He quotes him 
as saying: ‘•I made the Ameri- 


can in Washington telephone 
Masvjud Burzaui [the Kurdish 
leader] to say let Abu .Amneh 

out of prison.” 

The video was made in Abu 
Amneh’s office in Sulay- 
maniyah. eastern Kurdistan. 
He says his motive is to de- 
nounce his immediate superior. 
Adnan Mohammed al-Nuri. a 
former Iraqi brigadier who de- 
fected to the opposition and 
whom he accuses of stealing 
monev meant for him and of 
working with Iraqi intelligence. 

He had reason to fear his col- 
leagues. Late last year an ex- 
plosion in a headquarters 
buifding in Salahudin of the 
Iraqi National Congress, one of 
the opposition groups, killed 2S 
people. Members of the Na- 
tional Accord are under arrest 
for planting the bomb, say 
Kurdish sources. 

Abu Amneh’s account is of- 
ten rambling, but there is no 
doubt about its authenticity. He 
often complains of being under- 
paid. At one point he says: “We 
blew up a car and we were sup- 
posed to get $2,000 but Adnan 
gave us SI. (KK)."' 

During his monologue, 
recorded on 25 January, his 
anger never flags against Mr 
Nuri and his superiors lor keep- 
ing him short of explosives and 
fuses and for giving unreason- 
able orders: “7 had to buy clocks 
from the soukh [market] and 
tum them into timers." Once he 
reads a letter from Mr Nuri ask- 
ing him to “send me explosive 
materials you have prepared so 
that we can send them from 
here to Mosul". Mosul is a 
large city od the upper Tigris. 

What makes the disclosures 
about the bombings politically 
sensitive is that on 13 March Mr 
Clinton assembled 28 world 
leaders at Sharm el-Sheikh. in 
Egypt, to denounce terrorism in 
the aftermath of the four bombs 
in Israel which killed 62 people. 
He said: “We must be clear in 
our condemnation of those who 
resort to terror." 

The countries represented 



tribute leaflets andtake pictures 

of themselves doing sd to prove 

they had not thrown them away. ; 

He says: “These leaflets cost us\ 
more than a bomb. A bomb 
somebodv jusr takes it and 
plants it. Leaflets need two 
people: one to take "photo- 
graphs and the other to, dis- 
tribute the leaflets.” In’ either 

case it was dangerous: anybody - 

caught would-be tortured and 

killed by Iraqi security forces. 

It is not known tow manyor-^^ 
din ary Iraqis died in the expio- : ..^ 
sions. The media is tightly - 
■controlled and docs not nor-.— ...j. 
mally mention bombings, for. . ... 
fear they would show the gov- .; r ;. 
emment losing control. But 
there axe exceptions: last year 1 . 
i Babel, a daily belonging to ; \ f 
Uday, son' of President Sa d da m , ,. 

’ mentioned 10 bomb explosions . T „j. 
in Baghdad; as part of a cam- ; ..y> 
paign to "discredit -his unde.;- 
Watban Ibrahim aJ-TSkriti, then , 

interior minister. V - = : -i 

Abu Ainneh ' wanted .to ex'; 
plode bombs when they were ,._r. 
most likely to damage the Iraqi 





government He hoped to step ;r 
up attacks in October in the ; . 
days leading up to a referendum : ,, a, 
designed to endorse Saddam - 
. Hussein as Iraqi president. He .■* * 
was also angered when his su- ; 
periors vetoed a pian to let off 
a bomb and say a group sup^ .^;: 
porting Hussein Kamel, Presi- 
dentSaddam’s son-in-1 aw, who .. L :r 
defected in August, was _re-/V \ 
sponsible. : He rejects objec-;. r;> ~_ 
tions, apparently from the US 1 _,'.. f 
that he was “too much a ter?”//-, 
rorist”. He says^noi unreason- 
ably, that “Saddam Hussein//,, 
has ruined the .whole country,. Vx 
so how can anybody say we are .T- 
terrorists?” .l-.a 

Abu Amneh made the video- . . 
tape in order to survjve. lt is a^ .T/. 
plea to the leadership of his own .V/. . 
party and a denunciation of Mr . . ... 
Nun,, whom he accuses of be- 
traying him. Few bomb-makers, ' 

outfflde a courtroom, can have/; ' J 
been so forthcoming about their'/' “ - 
work. He may, however, have • , 
done little to improve , his -. , r . '• 
chances of survival. In one and' \;i 
a half hours he reveals- too 
many secrets about the bomb- lT " 
ing of Baghdad, the rivalries of •* i. ^ • 
the opposition and their reliance' ./ , 
oh US support. “He is naive to . 
think this will help him.” said ’.V;/, 
one Iraqi familiar with opposi- . * 
lion, politics. “I don't thuik he V/ /. 9 
will live very long:” 


Rebel region: Kurds in northern Iraq. An opposition bomb-maker drew explosives from here for attacks in Iraqi citic 


Photograph: Rex 


at Sharm el-Sheikh are to attend 
a follow-up meeting on counter- 
terrorism at the US State De- 
partment in Washington on 
Thursday and Friday. Among 
topics to be discussed will be the 
flow of funds to terrorist groups. 

After watching the video, an 
Iraqi opposition figure said: 
“The people in the 'State De- 
partment will crawl under their 
desks when they see what Abu 
Amneh has revealed about the 
groups they are supporting and 
co-ordinating." 

Luith Kubba. an Iraqi intel- 
lectual active in the opposition 
to President Hussein, reacted to 
the tape “with fear and disgust. 
If this sort of casual violence 
continues in Iraq, then the 


country win have no political fu- 
ture even after Saddam. It will 
become like Afgh anistan " He 
says there is no way a few 
bombs in Baghdad will help 
bring down the government. 

The bomb-maker does not 
come well out of his film. He ap- 
parently considers planting 
bombs to be very much a busi- 
ness, often giving the cost of 
each operation -S60U (£400) to 
get a bomb to Baghdad, for ex- 
ample - and complains about in- 
adequate pay. He is evidently 
frightened and embittered: he 
says he fears his superior offi- 
cers and Iraqi intelligence will 
try to kill him and says that he 
does not even have enough 
arms to defend himself and 


the 12 men who form his inner 
group in Sulaymaniyah. 

Nevertheless, sitting at his 
desk, with his face to the cam- 
era, occasionally bolding up 
old orders he has recewed, 
Abu Amneh gives a coherent 
account of attacks he has 
initiated over the past year. 

Other opposition members 
say that he is a Shia Muslim 
from the Khadamiya district of 
Baghdad who arrived in Kur- 
distan after the uprising against 
President Saddam in the wake 
of the Gulf war. 

He explains how he joined 
the National Accord, headed by 
lyad Mohammed Alawi, after 
Mr Nuri. one of its senior mem- 
bers, got him out of jail with 


American help. Abu Amneh 
says that he was in prison in 
Salahudin, a former holiday 
resort in the Kurdish mountains, 
because he distnbuteda leaflet 
criticising an opposition. party.. 

Other Iraqis say he was jailed 
because he tried to kfll a polit- 
ical rival. He says- Mr -Nurf 
used to say to him: *3 was the 
one who released -you. 'from 
prison, so yoii have to do every- 
thing I say.” Abu Amneh was 
told to move with his men to Su- 
laymaniyah, two hours’ drive 
from Salahudin, from where 
“we caused several explosions 
in Baghdad”. 

Although Abu Amneh com- 
plains about money, the video 
shows him operating from of-' 


JSces tha t are well-appointed if 
hot plush. At one moment the 
cameraman shoots through the 
window, showing a busy city 
street and in the background the 
blue smudge of the Kurdish 
moun tains. 

He drew his explosives from 
an arms dump farther north, in 
the Knrdish stronghold .of 
Shaqlawa. An aimbf the bombs 
in Baghdad and Mosul, say 
other members of the Iraqi op- 
position, was to show that 
Those who planted them had a 
long reach inside Iraq an dwefe 
worthy of financial .support 
from outside”. 

- Operations in Baghdad were 
not confined to bombs. Abu, 


Amneh also had his' men dfe-' 






Murderous rivalry of factions seeking favour 


•'****? 




TURKEY 


I Kurdish controlled) 


PATRICK COCKBURN 


Iraqi forces were driven out of 
Iraq's three Kurdish provinces 
in 1991 . These then became the 
main base of the Iraqi opposi- 
tion. They are also protected by 
a no-fly zone established by the 
United Stales and its allies. 

In 1992. opponents of the 
Iraqi President. Saddam Hus- 
sein. united in forming the Iraqi 
National Congress, which was 
supported by the US, but this 
has nut prevented ferocious ri- 


valries. The Kurds themselves 
have fought a full-scale civil war 
in the past two years which has 
left 3.0D0 dead. 

The Iraqi National Accord, 
the party to which their chief 
bomb-maker, Abu Amneh al- 
Khadami. belonged, has long 
wanted to become the move- 
ment most favoured by the US. 
Many of its members are former 
members of the regime in Bagh- 
dad and they claim to be well 
placed to launch a military 
coup. Their leader, had Mo- 


hammed Alawi, was badly in- 
jured in an assassination at- 
tempt, carried out by Iraqi 
intelligence. in Britain in'thc late 
1970s. 

Abu Amneh says that the par- 
ty had plans to dispose of 
.Ahmed Chelabi. the head of the 
Iraqi National Congress, who 
had previously been the oppo- 
sition leader most trusted by the 
US. He says: “When I first 
came to Sulaymaniyah I was 
twice asked to kill Dr Chelabi 
but I refused.” He adds pious- 


ly that “I would not ruin ray rep- 
utation" by killing somebody 
who. whatever his faults, W3S 
part of the resistance. 

He also turned down the 
idea of a booby-trapped car on 
the more practical grounds th3t 
this would turn Dr Chelabi into 
a martyr and might kill Amer- 
icans travelling with him. Not all 
members of his party were so 
circumspect. Members of Na- 
tional Accord were arrested by 
the Kurds for blowing up an 
INC, headquarters killin g 28 


people last year. The Accord has 
good relations with Jordan, 
which has turned sharply 
against Iraq in recent months. 

According to one report, 
Nazar Khazraji, a former Iraqi 
chief of staff, who defected this 
month, is expected to join the 
party. 

The intensification of the 
struggle to win US support may 
have come because the pool of 
American money was getting 
smaller. It fell from S40m in 
1992 to $15m last year because 


of doubts in the US adminis- 
tration about the effectiveness 
of the opposition. On the oth- 
er hand, it is difficult to see what 
else the opposition can do, giv- 
en that the regime in Baghdad 
will crush mercilessly any sign 
of dissent DrCbelabi has tried 
to build up a regular military 
force in Kurdistan. This 
launched a limited military of- 
fensive against the Iraqi army 
last March but the attack failed 
because it lacked Kurdish and 
US support. ' 
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5 I6C sjiminit: French to launch ‘social model' for Europe in Turin to quell mounting hostility to EU at home 
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for EU states 


MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris’ 


President Jacques -Chirac 
yesterday outlined a French 
initiative to’ define a “soda! 
model*’ ibr Europe. He said he 
would present his proposals 
to the Inter- Governmental 
Conference (IGC), which Will 
rewrite the Maastricht" treaty. 



when it opens on Friday. 


The initiative was the cen- 
trepiece of a kngthyartideon 
Europe contributed by the 
President 'to the left-of-cenire 
newspaper Liberation, and 
which proposed measures to 
encourage job creaticnn restrict 
working hours and reduce the 
disparities in social and welfare 
provirion across Europe. ■ 

The precise content of the 
plan will be finalised at tomor- 
row's Cabinet meeting and 
circulated' to Fiance’s Euro-, 
pean partners od the eve of the 
Turin conference. 

Mr Chirac’s initiative coin- 
cided with , a French gesture 
designed to seal its European 
credentials in the eyes of its 
chief ally, Germany. An an-' 
notmcement from the Foreign 
Ministry said that France was 
lifting the border controls it 
retained after the Schengen 
agreement bn open borders 
came'into force! 

France annoyed Germany 
when it delayed the abolition of 
controls last year, citing the. 
Netherlands’ liberal drug laws 
and the terrorist threat. 
Yesterday’s implementation 


Dutch officials have since 
made it dear they believe Mr 
Chirac is obsessed by the drugs 
issue, while French officials 
have described the Nether- 
lands,. on the record, as a 
“narco-state”. 

If yesterday’s move onSchen- 

S pwasnttemjedtoreassnrethe 
ennans, Mr - Chirac’s deci- 
sion to launch an initiative on 
“social Europe”, and his choice 
of Liberation to reveal the first 


tightening, which could turn 
people against the whole idea 
of the European Union. 

Influential members of Pres- 
ident . Chirac’s own Gaullist 
(RPR) party also feel that he 
has not delivered on his election 
promise to make jobs and “end- 
ing the social divide” his top 
priority. 

These two concerns were 
forcefully articulated over the 
weekend by one of France's 
chief Eunwceptics, the influ- 
ential chairman of parliament 
(and Gaullist) Philippe S6guin. 
Speaking at -a conference on 


of the Schengen treaty is’ only 
vith 



ofEpinal in eastern France, Mr 
Sdguin said that jobs, especial- 
ly for young people, were a 
matter of extreme urgency. 

In yesterday’s article, Mr 
Chirac seemed to respond with 
sympathy to the views put for- 
ward by Mr S6guin, saying that 
“a community that had an an- 
nual budget of more than 50Gbo 
francs [£65bn] at its disposal” 
had “a formidable instrument 
for employment”. 

Mr Sdguin has frequently 
found himself at odds with the 
Prime Minister, Alain Juppd. 
who has presented sound pub- 
licflnances as a priority that will 
bring jobs with iL 

Although Mr Chirac ap- 
peared to take Mr SSguin’s 
line on jobs, however, the small 
print of his plan contained 
little that was new and no 
suggestion about how more 
money might be raised to pay 
for job-creation schemes. 



Candidates from Mr Kohl’s coalition partners, the Free Democrats, celebrate victory at the polls Photograph: Reuter 

Kohl crows as opposition falters 


IMREKARACS 

Bonn 


partial, however. Controlswit 
the Benelux countries . (Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands and Lux- . 
embourg) will remain nntfl 
“satisfactory” measures can be 
agreed for controlling, drug 
trafficking. The Netherlands’ 
liberal altitude towards drug s 
continues to be a source ofgreat 
friction witlr France.- 
A summit to discuss the 
problem bacf lo be cancelled 
earlier this month because 
diplomats could not’ -find 
sufficient common ground. 


Chirac: ‘Social initiative' is 
for domestic consumption 


Yesterday, officials stressed 
that Mr Chirac's “social plan” 
plat 


details of it, appeared desigied 
to address the worries of 
ordinary French people, anda 
strong dissident strand in his 
own Gaollist party.. 

In the approach to the IGC, 
French politicians of all 
persuasions have evinced con- 
cern that &e vokrsfrjcreaangjy 
.associate the European Union 
wiih an unaccountable Brussels, 
job losses and economic belt- 


in no way negated or replaced 
the French government's offi- 
cial IGC negotiating position, 
which was approved two weeks 
ago after a debate inparliamenL 
They also noted that Mr 
Juppd would present the final 
version of it to the Cabinet. 
Its appearance only five days 
before the IGC opens, howev- 
er, has introduced a confusing 
element that .was probably 
intended more for domestic 
consumption than for Turin. 


Germany's (^spirited opposition 
tried to put a brave face 
yesterday on the drubbing it 
suffered in elections to three 
regional assemblies, but the 
fighting words failed to hide 
their disappointment. 

The “first visible success", was 
how Oskar Lafontaine. the 
Chairman of the Social De- 
mocrats. described the party’s 
pynhk victories in the states 
of Rhineland-Palatinate and 
Schleswig-Holstein, in Sunday's 
polL The SPD had scraped a 
victory, but its share of the 
vote plummeted by about 6 
percent in both states, and it is 
now forced to court possible 
coalition partners. Others in the 
SPD felt less triumphant, blam- 
ing the party’s campaign against 
immigration and European 
Monetary Union in the state of 
Baden-Wurttemberg. 


“That has brought nothing.” 
Andrea NahJes, leader of the 
party's youth wing. said. “We ur- 
gently need a new strategy: we 
cannot go on like this.” 

Those words were almost 
identical to those which Mr 
Lafontaine uttered last No- 
vember in ousting the then par- 
ty leader, Rudolf Scharping. 

Mr Lafontaine promised to 
reinvigorate the party, but so far 
his populist sloganeering has 
been more noticeable than any’ 
issues of substance. The cam- 
paign m Baden-Wurttemberg. 
encouraged by Mr Lafontaine. 
earned notoriety for the party; 
a factor which contributed to the 
SPD's poor show in the other 
two states. 

The party was guilty of 


“relentless opportunism", said 
deputy 


the SPD's deputy chairman, 
Herta DaiibJer-Gmelin. Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, whose 
Christian Democrats improved 
their score slightly, while his 


coalition partners, the Free 
Democrats, achieved their best 
results in years, was quick to 
capitalise on his victory. 

“We now have a clear man- 
date," he declared. Mr Kohl has 
a clear run until national elec- 
tions scheduled for 1998. in the 
knowledge (hat his coalition is 
secure. Mr Kohl accused the 
Social Democrats of conducting 
a “shabby campaign", and de- 
scribed the SPD’s performance 
as “a setback, whose name is 
Oskar Lafontaine". 

Under Mr Lafontainc's lead- 
ership, t be Social Democrats 
have improved in opinion polls, 
but not enough to threaten Mr 
KohL despite - the economic re- 
cession. Their strategic goal of 
forming a coalition government 
in Bonn with the Greens after 
the next election also seems to 
be under threat. 

On Sunday the Greens con- 
firmed their steady progress, 
easily gaining seats in the three 


assemblies. But their success 
owes a great deal to the SPD's 
failure. The Greens appear to 
have swept up many disaffect- 
ed Social Democrat voters who 
are turned off by Mr La- 
fontaine's leadership. 

At the same lime, cola! lion 
tensions between the Greens 
and the Social Democrats in 
North Rhine- Westphalia have 
undermined confidence in the 
SPD, but appear to have had no 
impact on the Green vote. 

Mr Kohl is expected louse his 
“renewed mandate" to tackle 
the country's severe economic 
crisis. He has pledged to create 
2 million jobs by the year 2000. 
while the Free Democrats in his 
government are promising tax 
give-aways. 

More noticeable in the near 
future will be the effects of the 
budge l cuts which Mr Kohl 
needs to make in order to make 
Germany fit for European mon- 
etary union. 


Man denies murder 
of backpackers 

Sydney — A 51-year-old road 
worker pleaded not guilty yes- 
terday when he went on trial 
charged with the “backpacker 
murders" of seven young hitch- 
hikers. including two British 
women, Caroline Walters and 
her travelling companion, 
Joanne Clarke, writes Robert 
Milliken. 

Mr Justice David Hunt told 
the jury: “You would have to 

have been hermits not to have 
heard anything at all about this 
case ... But you must put aside 
any feelings of horror." 

Whitewater fraud 

Washington — Davjd Hale, a 
former investment banker and 
President Clinton’s prime 
Whitewater accuser, was jailed 
for 28 months for fraud, writes 
Rupert Cornwell. Hale claims 
that Mr Clinton, as Arkansas 
Governor, pressed him to make 
an illegal $300,000 (£195,000) 
loan to the Clintons’ partners in 
the Whitewater land deal. 

Yeltsin in Norway 

Oslo — President Boris Yeltsin 
arrived in Norway at the start 
of a two-day visit, seeking re- 
assurance over Nato expansion 
plans. “We will discuss why 
Naro is pushing to the east and 
with what aims." the Russian 
President said. Reuter 

Nuclear-free Pacific 

Suva — The United States. 
Britain and France signed a 
treatv declaring the South Pa- 
cific a nuclear-free zone, end- 
ing its use as what Fiji’s prime 
minister called the superpowers’ 
"atomic playground". AP 

Tea with the Queen 

Warsaw — Thousands of peo- 
ple gathered in Warsaw to see 
the Queen begin the first-ever 
visit to Poland by a British 
monarch. She will entertain 
the former president. Lech 
Walesa, to tea today. AP 

First Lady abroad 

Tuzla — Hillary Clinton, in 
Bosnia, said she represented a 


“grateful and proud" nation in 
tha 


.iianking US troops for their 
peace-keeping duties. Mrs Clin- 
loii compared herself to 
Eleanor Roosevelt, who visited 
troops overseas during the Sec- 
ond World War . AP 


Rockin’ up the aisle 

Neuilly-sur-Seine — The rock 
n’ roll veteran Johnny Halliday. 
aged 52, married" Laelitia 
Boudou, a 21-year-old model. 
It was his fifth wedding and her 
first. Reuter 



lean 


lie -<* o in 


way robbers 

Use Europe Online for parental 

discussion groups, snapping, up 

recipes and arranging weekend getaways 


; Easy tec ess to 'Iwi and discussion groups, entertainment and education, travel and shopping centres all for the 
lowest monthly fee" on Ifce.taferoeL For help, adviee and one month's free trial including iff hours seeess, call free now. 



It's easy to 
get into 
Europe Online 

0800 
10 6610 


It's a way of life 

CD 


O 

CD 


LU 



VmueparmUi for Skua*. *LS*p«rkwr 


Offer aokjeft to (Wn wvimibkMj . »® Fw aau l® aenrhe uduta*. of stone Men 




K mb3 uoSrr . rtq&ri. Europe Outer «*. Waggle VO. lttpi//Wwir.e**se»oJtar.rt 


Direct lifeline is ' 
thrown to savers 





Dally Express 3 1 . 1 .96 


Time to bail out from 
the banks 

and building societies. 



£1,000- 

£2,499 

£2^00- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£14,999 

£15,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 

4.60% 

4.60% 

5.00% 

5.60% 

5.80% 

6.00% 

Woolwich Premier 90 
(90 Day Notice) 

N/A 

N/A 

3.50% 

4.15% 

4.15% 

5.00% 

Yorkshire Building 

Society Key 90 Plus 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

4.60% 

4.60% 

5.00% 

Halifax Solid Gold 
(90 Day Notice) 

330% 

3.30% 

3.60% 

4.35% 

4.35% 

4.85% 

Ail rates are grassland correct at 6/3/96 


Why choose between instant access and high interest 
when yon can have both? In fact our new savings plan has rates 
so hi gh they even beat the 90 day notice accounts shown above. 
Haven't saved np enough to get the rate you want? Why not 
pool your savings with up to five other people and you'll 
alt benefit from the rate the combined balance offers even 
though you run your accounts separately. So if you want a 
better return on your savings, call one of our hotlines below. 
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0181 667 1121 


0161 833 1121 


0141 221 1121 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND5 


. Street Liam Financial Services Limxtod, 139 Wc£t Regent Street, Glasgow. G2 2BQ (from 1st April wawlB bo tooted ai 250 St Vincent Street, 
Oa^ow, <22 S5H) b-a member of the DvpMir ft'metfBn Scheme established under tha Banking Act 1987 (as aowndad). toymans under the 
scheme are to 90% of a depositor ’* total deposits s ubje ct to « maximum payment bo any one depositor of £18.000 (or SCO 20,000 

BT greater). Aether detaub ef the Scheme are avafubte on request. ’The grass rate is the rate paid wtobouc the deduction of Income TSx. 
Ad rates shown are totyecz CO variation and are based on annual p a yment ef intern**. Dirace Lin® and the red telephone on wheels are the 
trade marks of Direct line Insurance pie and used with die permission of Direct Line Insurance pic. For your added security, all telephone 
.calb wifi te recorded and the recording kept secure. We may abo monitor telephone calls with the aim of improving our service to you. 
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Twelve die in Kashmir shrine siege 



Siege mentality: A police marksman firing tear-gas to keep 
protesters away from the Hazratbal mosque Photograph: AP 


TIM McGIRK 
New Delhi 

Hazratbai, Kashmir's holiest 
shrine, is famous for possessing 
a strand of the Prophet 
Muhammad's hair. But in re- 
cent times, this shining white 
marble mosque has become 
the epicentre of tension be- 
tween Kashmiri Muslims and 
Indian security forces. 

To avoid inflaming Muslim 
sentiments, the mosque has 
been a “no-go** area for Indian 
security forces. But when a 
gang of Kashmir militants swag- 
gered into Hazratbal on Sunday 
with their weapons, they were 
challenged by police. A gun bat- 
tle ensued and three police 
were killed, together with nine 
militants. 

One of the dead militants was 
Bashrat Raza, described as 
“commander-in-chief" of the 
Jammu- Kashmir Liberation 


Front, one of many Muslim mil- 
itant factions opposed to Indi- 
an rule in the Himalayan state. 

The surviving insurgents, as 
many as 25. dragged the Cttpses 
of their fellow militants inside 
the mosque precinct and then 
barricaded themselves in for a 
long siege. It is not the first time 
that militants have sheltered in 
Hazratbal. In October 1995, a 
group held hostages inside the 
mosque in a stand-off with the 
army that lasted 33 days. That 
ended peacefully, with the sur- 
render of the militants, and 
the Prophet’s hair was left 
unharmed. 

Security forces responded 
swiftly this time. The mosque, 
beside Dal lake, outside Srina- 
gar. was immediately ringed by 
over 2.000 police and para- 
military. Civilians and journal- 
ists were banned from the area. 
The streets emptied after news 
of the siege spread, but it was 


impossible to tell if it was be- 
cause of the insurgents’ strike 
call or the government curfew. 

The siege is likely to foul ef- 
forts bv Indian authorities to se- 
cure the release of two Britons 
-Keith Mangan, originally from 
Middlesbrough, and Paul Wells, 
a Nottingham student - an 
American and a German who 
have been held hostage by Is- 
lamic extremists since last July. 
Police and Kashmir militant 
sources had claimed that talks 
between negotiators and the 
militants of al-Fhran had 
reached a favourable stage and 
that the captives’ release was ex- 
pected “within several weeks”. 

A! Faran and the militant* in- 
side Hazratbal have no direct 
links, but it is doubtful that al- 
Faran would free its prisoners 
while Indian security forces 
were besieging the holy shrine. 

By nightfall, the militants 
bad refused the authorities’ de- 


mands that they hand over 
their weapons and surrender. 
Over the mosque’s' public ad- 


dom for Kashmiri ’- Relatives of 
the gun battle victims . man-' 
aged to retrieve three bodies 
from the mosque courtyaxd. - 
The authorities gave the mil- 
itants two days to surrender ori 
face stiff pumshmenL A Kash- 
mir government statementsaid 
anyone desecrating a religious 
place after Wednesday “win 
not be shown.any leniency 1 '. 
The siege of Hazratbal is' a 
setback to plans by thcitime 
Minister, Narasnxiha Rao. to 
bold parliamentazy elections 
in Kashmir. So far, all the prin- 
cipal Muslim militant groups 
have vowed to boycott the polk 
With the election campaign 
gathering heat elsewhere in In- 
dia, the powerful right-wing 
Hindu party is likely to attack 
Mr Rao for being too soft on the 


Kashmiri militants. But if the 
militants refuse to surrender, 
and troops are forced to storm 
the mosque, India would lose 
the few Kashmirs still on its skte- 

When the Prophet’s hair was 
- misplaced back in 1964, it. 
' 'sparked riots that left 200 dead. 
The destruction of Hazratbal 
..could off shock -Waves that 
:sttmtheTslamic world. 

■ (New Delhi) - Two leading 
socialist parties have thrown 
down a stiff challenge to Mr 
'Rao's'mling Congress Party by 
forming aoaBiance to fight the 
geno^eJectioifm India’smosft 
populous strife.:' 

The Janata. Dal and Saroa- 
jwadi Party (SP) set aside, per- 
sonality ‘differences to contest 
Uttar Pradesh stale’s 85 par-' 
liamentaiy seats. It is the largest 
munbefof seats in anyone state 
and the alliance ■ forms what- 
many believe could be the back- 
bone of a left-wing alliance. 
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Chinese 
ia 
r< 

for now 


China-yesterday wound up its 
war games in the Taiwan Str^t 
saying the People’s Liber^tijap 
Army had the “detenninatoo, 
the methods and the capabili- 
ty to safeguard reumficationgf 
the motherland”. - • 

. While the imirnidatgyj. 
rhetoric continued, the Foreign 
Minister, Obn Qichen, trie&to 
ease international criticism oy 
denVing that' more than, iwp 
weeks of manoeuvres ancLmiH 
sfle tests had been design^ Ip 
obstruct the island's progressj jft- 
wards democracy. “Somej^p- 
ple on ihefeland of UuwajnAaJf. 
we are obstructing their eogag- 
ing in democracy. This kmapf 
re mark is completely without 
foundation,”. Mr Qian was. re- 


| , . ,1 • A i ."A I. L'W 1 1 “K 


Secretaiy-Gene ral, Boutijpjs 
Boufros-Ghali. r.'-j.- . 

Peking’s propagand^’iiya,- 
chine has been hard-pres^pd 
rewriting history in its enojl§}p 
ex plain the landslide 
cent victory of Lee.Teng-hHlflU-- 
Taiwan’s first democratic breft-~ 
idential election on Satuxdag: 

With the result widefy.seqn^ 
a humiliation, Peking is 
to save face, -claiming it h Jyagi. 
dealt a “telling blow” a gamxt 
“splittism". However, it, "hag 
droppedpersonalatlacksoip^-.- 
Los.wbofortbepastlOtnqnjhs 
has been subject to a tortepl 
of abuse for. his allege 
independence moves. - 

Chang Kang-yu, head df^jbe 


Narrow escape: A passenger tumbles from an Indonesian Kramat Djati bus which burst Into flames after ploughing 
into a jeep 40km south of Jakarta. Of the 40 passengers, 29 were binned beyond recognition . Photograph: AFP 
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CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Saudi .Arabia is expected to of- 
fer a battalion of 600 peace- 
keeping troops to join the 
50,000-strong Nato-led peace 
implementation force (I-For) in 
Bosnia. 

Although the exact destina- 
tion of any troops offered by the 
Saudi government is still to be 
finalised, the Saudis are likely 
to be assigned to the British-led 
division, covering southern and 


western Bosnia, and based in a 
Muslim area. Military and 
diplomatic sources stressed the 
Saudis had not made a firm 
decision but that the British-ied 
division, which already has 
Canadian, Czech and Malaysian 
troops under its command, is 
overstretched and would 
welcome additional forces. 

Most of the I-For troops im- 
plementing the Dayton peace 
agreement are from Nato coun- 
tries but some non-Nato na- 
tions, including Russia, have 


also contributed. Although the 
Saudis have worked closely 
with the US in the past, the US 
sector in. northern Bosnia has 
more than enough troops and 
haying the Saudis work with the 
British would capitalise on the 
already close defence relation- 
ship between the two countries; 
Saudi Arabia has bought British 
planes, and some Saudi officers 
are trained at Sandhurst. 

The British-led division is 
based at Goraji WJcuf; between 
Muslim and Croat territory, 


but the Army hopes to move its. 
headquarters to Banja Luka, 
in Bosnian Serb territory, if a 
suitable site is offered. 

The British are responsible 
for the largest area transferred 
under the Daytonpeace agree- 
ment, known as the ‘•anvil’*, 
which has been returned to the 
Bosnian Serbs after being 
overrun by the Croats last sum- 
mer. Military sources said yes- 
terday that between 15,000 and 
16,000 Bosnian Serbs had now 
returned to the area. 


Mainland ASaire ConhdL-sauf 
yesterday that Taiwan needpa . a 
period of observation”. jHg 
called for a resumption Q&j&e " 
low-level- semi-official 
that China froze last JuJyqite 
rage at Mr Lee's foreign dMp- 
macy. At the weekend, Chipa^ 
foreign ministry, spokeighqp 
said the “door to negotiatujfi^T .. 
wasstiOqpensokmjjasTaijyaii 
accepted reunification. ' 7 
"Tbeisland is waiting to segxj? 
tbePLA announces any new 
erases. A Taiwanese securi{£.$| 
firial said the mainland, igay r 
hold manoeuvres nilanri . .. 
south-eastern province of.T-u,- 9. 
jian. The National Security, Bu> 
rean director, Yin Tsun&jvept 
raid this would be less traeair 
ening than the recent sea-S^spd 
exercises and'missile test s.' ~ 
Zhang ‘Wannian, vice chair- 
man of China’s Central Military 
Commission, the highest mili- 
tary body, said yesterday: “We 
will take all measures, includ- 
ing military measures,- to safe- 
guard firmly ramification of the 
motheriarkL The success of the 
exercises shows the quality of 
our armed forces is excellent.” 

■ Hong Kong - The Democrat 
party vowed to fight China's dis- 
mantling of the elected legisla- 
ture next year. Reuter reports. 
Martin Lire, the party leader, 
said they were considering 
taking the battle to the courts. 
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week in 






This week and every 
week, Section Two 
has a completely new 
look, with more 
pages, new features, 
a daily radio column 
and an expanded 
listings section 
providing Britain’s 
most comprehensive 
daily guide to going 
out. 


Monday 
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A new section focusing on Family Life, beginning with 
an investigation into how children’s television is 
threatening the family unit. In the centre pages, each 
week we challenge the personalities and institutions 
that have become icons of Nineties life. On Monday, 
we ask: Do we need Start the Week? Plus: In the 
second part of our senes on the making of toe modem 
girl, we examine teenage attitudes to sex, relationships 


Tuesday 


Part three of toe making of the modem girl: how the 
Nineties generation gets what it wants. 

Plus: Heatth - a new treatment for chronic fatigue. 


Theatre, midweek travel section, your money, finance 
and law. Plus - Final part of toe making of the modem 
girl: what toe future holds for the teenager of toe 
Nineties 


Thursday 


All our regular features, including Dilemmas. John 
Walsh's column, plus film, education and graduate 


24Seven - a brand new 20-page pull-out-and-keep 
entertainment and listings section. Including a 
complete day-by-cJay planner for toe week ahead, plus 


and mairiage. •.-* ■ 

and fe Sport 

A 24-page section with alt the action frorrTa - 
weekend of sport Plus: Part one of a major . - .' 

investigation into the crisis affl icting English cricket - 
Where does our summer game go from here? Arid'the 
Monday interview with Alan Shearer, the striker who 
doesn’t mind not scoring goals for England. ‘ . ^ 


Also on Hresday, fashion, architecture, visuar arfs and 
media. Our new back pages section introduces a - 
weekJy feature on the history of popular culture. \ \ v 


Jn our back pages. Martin Newell, Britain's leading^'- 
rock poet, and Neil Werber, one of the txjunWs- T • : :: 
funniest cartoonists, present their views of the modem 
wond. 


plus. In the back pages, William Hartstori’s histoiy of 
toe vjorld in 10/V2 inches 


seven-day TV, radio and satellite listings, ticket offers 
and informed comment on toe week’s highlights •> 
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Tbcgo — Six years after their 
t inaybr was shpi and ' almost 
killed by a right-wing assassin. 
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are trace again receiving threats 
from ultra-nationalisls who are 
^rohappy • • with a ■ new 
exhibition about the atomic 
bombing of the city.in 1945. 
r The- controvert centres on 
'the opening of the new' Atom- 
ic Bomb Museum, a41-year-oki 
‘landmark which commemo- 
rates in gruelling detaiL the 
prologue andaftermath of the 
city’s destruction on 9 August 
1945.. six. days before Japan’s 
J -£uiTenrieiy 

• ' For years, critics inside and 
"outside Japan complained that 
while the museum made much 

^ of the suffering oftfae bomb’s 
victims, it failed to explain the 
events leading up to its use, 
especially Japanese atrocities in 
Asia during and after the Sec- 
"ond'World Whr. The revised ex- 
hibit was intended to remedy 
this: Biit after anonymous 
phone threats and complaints by 
conservative- members of ihe 
dty ' assembly, the museum's 
administrators have removed 
Several of the exhibition’s most 
CQntroversial elements. 

- Photographs of Chinese civil- 
ians massacred by the Imperi- 
al Army during the notorious 
Rape of Nanking in 1937 have 
been replaced with those of 
.victorious Japanese soldiers 
marching into the city. ■ 

Pictures of the so-called 
Bataan Death .March is" the 
Philippines, during which thou- 
sands of Allied prisoners of war 
died of hunger, torfiiire br 
exhaustion, have been removed; 
in their place will be. photo- 
graphs of Jean's lightning 
attack on Pearl Harbor.: 

According to the Nagasaki 
Sfiimbun newspaper,* printed 
texts in Japanese and EnglLsh 
have been altered to delete . 
such passages as the following: 

: “-Harbouring feelings of infen- 

ority towards the West bn- the 
brie hand, "and crfsuperibrhy to- 
wards Asia on the other, Japan 

i began to walk down die rbad to- 
wards colonial domination' of. 
China and Korea/ 1 ’ 7 . 


■Panels focusing on foreign 
prisoners killed by the atom 
bomb, arid Japanese aggression 
before and during the war, 
have been replaced try photo- 
graphs Of the Woody battle of 
Okinawa, in which 147,000 
Japanese civilians died under an 
American bombardment. - 
" Yoichi Tanaka, the director 
of the city’s atomic bomb 
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Tomiichi Murayama: Failed 
to get Diet to agree on 
apology for atrocities 

survivors’ department, insists 
that tlrn changes were made 
voluntarily in order “to de- 
scribe hiaoty more objectively.” 

Privately, however, the city 
officials are in no doubt that the 
museum has bowed to right- 
wing elements who still main- 
tain the justice of Japan's war 
and whoresent any suggestion 
that the- txarntzy-biooght the 
atomic bombings on itself. 

Hariier this month, 11 local 
dignitaries, including the chair- 
men of tite Nagasaki Chamber 
of Commerce and the chief 
priest of the city’s biggest 
Shinto shrine, sent a letter of 
complairif on /behalf of an 
organisation ca fling itself the 
“Society ofthe Rising Sun”; 

“Thefe are a number of con- 
flictmg arguments about the 


actuality of events such as the 
“Rape of Nanking', ‘comfort 
women’ and “forced labour’," it 
read. 

“Presenting an exhibition ... 
when there is absolutely no 
consensus about these events 
wfli hinder the objective and 
accurate understanding of vis- 
itors”. Apart from- a dozen let- 
ters making similar complaints, 
the museum has also received 
threatening phone calls. 

Finally last month, a group of 
conservative members of the 
city assembly lodged a formal 
protest 

City officials expect noisy 
demonstrations when the exhi- 
bition formally reopens bn 
Monday. The spectacle of black 
vans draped with rising-sun 
flags and Waring martial music 
is familiar in Japanese cities, but 
in Nagasaki it has a particular- 
ly sinister resonance. In 1990 a 
former mayor of the rily, Hr- 
. toshi Motoshima, was, shot in 
the back and critically injured 
by a right-winger after he stat- 
ed that the late Emperor Hi- 
rohito “bore responsibility for 
the war”. 

In the run-up to the 50th an- 
niversary commemorations last 
August, controversies about the 
war smouldered on both sides 
of the Pacific. The former prime 
minister Ibmiichi Murayama 
laboured for months to pass a 
resolution in the Diet apolo- 
gising for the country's wartime 
misdeeds. But even a watered- 
down compromise motion was 
angrily denounced by the right. 

Ironically, the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington ran 
into similar trouble last year for 
diametrically opposite reasons 
to those dogging the Nagasaki 
museum. An exhibition about 
the Enola Gay , the B-29 plane 
which bombed Hiroshima three 
days before the- attack on 
Nagasaki, was criticised for 
focusing on the consequences of 
the attack, and for raising awk- 
ward questions about the 
necessity of the bombing. 


There were dozens of labelled chairs for the 
Hollywood stars in Los Angeles for the Oscar 
ceremonies, to be held in the early hours of 
this morning, London time. But there was no 
chair for the US film director Oliver Stone, 
writes Phil Davison. His film Nixon was up for 


several Oscars but Stone could hardly have 
been further from the glitter of Hollywood. 
He was in the Chiapas, Mexico, trekking into 
the jungle in search of the guerrilla leader 
subcomandante Marcos. The poetry-writing 
Marcos is the man Mexican women have 


voted the one they would most like to make 
love to. The joke going around Chiapas 
yesterday was that, when the guerrilla leader 
said he would be glad to meet in the jungle 
with a Hollywood star called Stone, ft was 
Sharon he had in mind Photograph: Reuter 


River to run free through Grand Canyon 


DAVID US BORNE 

New York 

More than three decades after 
building the Glen Canyon Dam 
in northern Arizona and per- 
verting the rhythms of the 
mighty Colorado River as it 
heads into the Grand Canyon, 
man is to attempt today to 
make at least partial amends. 

At sunrise this morning, the 
US Interior Secretary, Bruce 
Babbitt, will unwind; a giant 
valve at the base of the dam and 
unleash a swirling torrent that 
scientists hope will recreate 
what used to be a regular phe- 
nomenon in the canyon at this 
time of year; a spring flood. 

The hope is that the seven-day 
surge will do for the canyon what 
nature used to do for itself; 
trees and scrub will be scoured 


out and huge quantities of silt will 
be transported downriver, re- 
building sand beaches and cre- 
ating new pools for fish to spawn. 

“This is about restoring one 
of the most amazing, most 
beautiful places on earth," Mr 
Babbitt argued. “We’ve gotten 
all the groups to work togeth- 
er - environmentalists, power 
users. Native American tribes, 
irrigators - because we share a 
common purpose of protecting 
a sacred American place”. 


For the week that the valve 
suns open, the flow will be 
roughly equivalent to half of 
what passes over the Niagara in 
summer. In the Grand Canyon, 
river levels will rise by about 2ft. 
It will take roughly one day for 
the surge to travel all the way 
through the canyon to Lake 
Mead on the Nevada border. 

Ecologists have long be- 
moaned the impact wrought by 
the dam which was built in 
1963 to provide hydro-elect ric 


power and water for irrigation 
in six south-western states. The 
river is 20 degrees colder than 
it used lo be and is clear rather 
than its natural turgid brown. 

Scientists calculate that until 
1963, spring floods would send 
some 65 million tonnes of sedi- 
ment from Glen Canyon to 
Lake Mead. Since then, the flow 
of sediment has diminished to 
about 2.9 million tonnes a year. 

The flood will also provide a 
special treat for river rafters. A 


limited number of rafting com- 
panies have been given per- 
mission to ride the unusually 
strong rapids for the week, 
even though the normal season 
does not start until April. 

TTjere may be some less wel- 
come side-effects, however. 
Trout fisheries at the head of the 
Grand Canyon may suffer some 
damage and scientists fear that 
marsh areas that have become 
the habitats for rare species of 
frogs may be wiped out. 





Stress jmomge* 

Uses Europe Online to 

escape traffic jams, shopping, 

expeditions and little monsters 

Easy access to E-mil art discussion groups, entcrlaimeat and eda cation, travel and stopping, services all for (to 
lowest Hontlly fee’ on tto internet. For help, advice and one Month's free Inal including 10 boors access, nil free now. 

It's easy to 
i*et into 
Europe Online 

0800 
10 6610 

It's i way of life 

CD 






a? ; 7:;' ' 


. ' - ■ • ' t ^ (kttwflCTl. Oftrf to aUXJW isd wtUihv. GX imlj. Ftp* •«*» la Wsvte* cuhuttt of pbMr rWtr*. Prtm 

of ***** ft**- K *nd moie m Ttjtffti- Emft Quito «. Botoc Mt ttnft Bod, Iwtoa. SWU OTL 

ton 


LowpfOntoe-EBEEP 


mortgage 
awards 
everyone 
wants to win 


If you’re having problems 
choosing a mortgage lender, why 
not go to the winner of these two 
awards? 

The quality’ of our mongages 
and the standard of customer ser- 
vice we consistently deliver 

have now been jfljffimioE 

officially recog- BEST 

nised by ‘Your NATIONAL 

LENDER 

Mortgage’ maga- I 
zine, which has awarded us Best 
Top 10 Building Society for the 
third year running. We’ve also 
won ’What Mortgage’ maga- 
zine’s Best National Lender over 
10 years for the fourth year run- 
ning. We get the 
awards but the real 
rewards belong to 
! OUT customers. 

i s 0 ** 

[ . If you’d like to 

know more about how you too 
could be onto a winner with a 
mortgage from the Woolwich, 
call into vour local Woolwich 
branch. One of our advisers will 
be happy to offer you practical, 
friendly advice. Alternatively, call 
Woolwich Direct, at local rate. 
Monday to Friday 8.30am-9.00pm. 
Saturday 9.00am-3.00pm or Sunday 
I0.00am-2.00pm on 0645 75 75 75 
quoting ref: I D263. 
h»p://www. woolw-ich.co.uk/woolwich 

It’s good to be with the 

WOOLWICH 

BUILDING SOCIETY 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A 
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 

A first charge over your properly will he required J» security for J mnnjwse. For Mandmg loan* a suitable endow iq cni polio pension plan 
or PEP will also he required. A suitable level term assurance pulley will ahi* he required fur PIJ* or pension plan moriKaiics.AJI murtpaBe* 
arc suhleci to sums and valuation and a minimum age of IK A wriiien quotation i» available nn request from an; branch or from Worthy kh 
Building Society. Dept IS. Corpora ic HQ. Walling Slreer Bcxlevheath. Kent D.v> "KR. Woolwich Building Society represents only the 
Woolwich Marketing Group which to regulated by the fVrv.nal Investment authority for I ile assurance anJ unit trust hu«tiie«s 


They’re with 
the 

Woolwich.” 
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John Pafford 


John Pafford was a leading in- 
ternational figure in the ad- 
vancement nflihrary science. 

During iiis 12 years as Gold- 
smiths’ Librarian of London 
University, between 1945 and 
1967, he directed and promot- 
ed the growth of the university 
library into a notable centre of 
research and scholarship. On a 
budget that was never generous, 
he came near to doubling its 
holdings, and having accom- 
plished its recovery from war 

damage, developed its premis- 
es to house great new collections 

which he helped to attract. The 
momentum he gave the library 
was of a kind to survive his re- 
tirement in 1967 and can be 
sensed even in the present 
financially dismal situation. 

Pafford was a Wiltshire man, 
bom in the pleasant village of 
Bradford -on-A von in 1900. A 
year later his parents moved to 
the nearby parish of Holt, 
where from the ages of three to 
ten he went to the village 
school. Then he moved up to 
Trowbridge High School for 
Boys. He was good at his books, 
with a bent for literature, and 
especially good at games: he 
played cricket and football for 
the school and was in the rifle- 
shooting and boxing teams. Af- 
ter coining down from school he 
was a pupil-teacher in the Trin- 
ity Boys Elementary School. 
Trowbridge, until his JSto birth- 
day. when he was accepted by 
the elite Inns of Court Officers’ 
Training Corps. He passed out 
witli a silver medal for boxing 
and a commission in the Wilt- 
shire Regiment. He was not sent 
overseas, and was demobbed in 
March 1919. 

That September, after a spell 
of uncenificated elementary 
school teaching, he went to 
University College London with 
an ex-service grant. There he sat 
under both the legendary 
William Paion Ker. the Quain 
Professor of English, and R.W. 
Chambers who succeeded him 
in the chair. On graduation in 


1922 Pafford worked as an as- 
sistant on the college library 
staff while he studied for the 
university’s newly instituted 
Diploma in Librarianship. This 
he obtained in 1924; in 1926 he 
was elected to Fellow of the li- 
brary Association. During thi* 
period he was a voluntary lec- 
turer in English and literature 
at the Working Men’s College 
in Camden Town and taught 
English in London County 
Council evening classes. In 1925 
he was appointed Librarian 
and Lecturer in English at the 
famous Selly Oak Colleges in 
Birmingham. 

Here he spent six years, liv- 
ing as tutor in Fircroft College. 
To his librarianship and teach- 
ing he added research, in the 
shape of preparing ail edition 
of John Bale’s King Johan. This 
earned him the London MA, in 
those days a degree of notable 
status. Hi s edition was published 
as a Malone Society Reprint in 
1931. Pafford had defined his 
three interests: librarianship, 
leaching and the study of 
older literature. 

In 1930 Selly Oak awarded 
him a travelling fellowship 
which enabled him to spend six 
weeks visiting major libraries on 
the continent of Europe. Out of 
his diaries of this tour be made 
his most substantial book. Li- 
brary Co-operation in Europe, 
published oy the Library Asso- 
ciation in 1935 and still a 
standard work of reference. 

In 1935 he was appointed 
Sub-Librarian of the National 
Central Library, an institution 
with origins in concern for pop- 
ular education to which his 
own responded, since 1973 sub- 
sumed in the Lending Division 
of the British Library. Al the 
same time he continued to lec- 
ture at the School of Librari- 
anship in University College and 
was an examiner for the fel- 
lowship of the Library Associ- 
ation. In 1938 and 1939 he was 
involved in evacuation of the 
National Central Librarv from 


London to Hemel Hempstead. 
In September 1940 he was re- 
called as a reservist to the Wilt- 
shire Regiment. 

He was promoted captain, 
commanded a company, and 
served briefly as adjutant of the 
regiment's training battalion. 
But because of imperfect hear- 
ing (was it that boxing? ) he was 
denied active service overseas. 
From 1943 to 1944 he was sec- 
onded to Southern Command 
Staff and, in association with 
Captain H.R. Mainwood of the 
Army Education Corps, was put 
in charge of the Army Educa- 
tion Scheme designed to pre- 
pare members of the forces for 
post-war demobilisation. With 
Mainwood be produced the 
War Office Manual Army Edu- 
cation Scheme: Librarian ‘s 
Handbook (1945), and then his 
own Books and Army Education, 
1944-46 (1946). 

Meanwhile he also lectured 
in the School of Librarianship 
of London University. In the 
summer of 1947 he made a sec- 
ond tour of libraries abroad this 
time in North America. From 
1960 he served on the advisory 
board of the Inter-University 
Council for Higher Education 
Overseas to the great benefit of 
the libraries of new universities 
in developing countries. He 
was, effectively, the founder of 
the Standing Conference of Li- 
braries in London University. 
Between 1940 and 1969 he 
published some 60 articles and 
reviews to do with libraries and 
librarianship. 

He also found time to realise 
his interest in subjects beyond 
his work. After his King Johan 
be edited two more 16th- 
century lays, and then The Wai- 
ter’s Tale for the Arden Shake- 
speare. He was in demand as a 
reviewer of books on 16th- and 
17th-century English literature, 
as a ranging antiquary knowl- 
edgeable about such subjects as 
the parliamentary garrison of 
two Wiltshire towns in 1645 to 
1646, the spas and mineral 
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was aristocritk, onwaridty dad 
loved the countryside. T-i? • 
TljffBpttranshhdiy now set- 
tied in an old and dither beSu- - 
tifiil house at Thaxted, caned 
The Eriwy - Margaret respond- 
' ed to theheady atmospbereof 
traditional worshipand Chris- 
tian Socialism associated with 
the Vfcar. Conrad Noel, anofris 
successor Jack PurteriD. $be . 
stood successfully as an Intte- 
pendentfor the Dua moygs - 


Custodtan and moderniser PaffbnP s monument Is the University of London Library 


springs of the country, the his- 
tory of Marlborough Castle, 
the cost of binding books in 
1735. the Saxon boundaries of 
Bradford-on-Avon AD 1001, 
about balladry, about a 17th- 
century highwayman, and the 
early- 19th century folksongs of 
western New York State. Not 
surprisingly, then, the mod- 
erniser of libraries was elected 
a Fellow of the Society of An- 
tiquaries in 1956, and the cus- 
todian of other men’s books was 
awarded a Doctorate of Letters 
by his university in 1963. 

Pafford was a great man with 
a quiet manner that concealed 
his ability and strength. From 
1946 to 1975 I watched his li- 
brary grow. In 1962 an early 


Piers Plowman manuscript of 
particular interest appeared at 
Sotheby's. I spent a morning 
with it and told John Pafford 
what I had seen. Then I was out 
of the country for about six 
weeks; when I next met him he 
told me casually: "thought you 
your Piers manuscript" 

The concern he showed in his 
early teaching carried over into 
consideration for his staff, who 
loved him. "He was so kind," 
one of them told me, "that’s why 
we used to run to do things for 
him- " His monument is the 
University of London Library, 
which draws students from 
around the world. 

In 1941, John Pafford mar- 
ried Elizabeth Ford, from a fam- 


ily with a long Quaker tradition. 
Until 1971 when they moved to 
Bridport in Dorset, they lived 
within easy walk of the All 
England Tennis Club, and their 
hospitality (and generosity 
about parking) is a legend. 

. George Kane 

John Henry Pyle Pafford, librar- 
ian: bom Bradford-on-Avon 6 
March 1900; Sub-Librarian, Na- 
tional Central Library 1931-45; 
Lecturer. London University 
School of Librarianship 1937-61; 
Goldsmiths’ Librarian of London 
University 1945-67; FSA 1956; 
married 1941 Elizabeth Ford 
(one daugitcr, and one daugh- 
ter deceased); died Dorchester 11 
March 1996. 



Mary Lavin 


Lavin: mistaken for Lady Gregory 


Photograph: Insh Times 


A writer sometimes compared 
with Chekhov, Mary Lavin will 
always be associated with the 
mid-lands of Ireland, for her fic- 
tion transformed that locale 
into something brimming with 
incipient univenality, rich in nu- 
ance, at once harmonious and 
sharply intelligent 

Her American background 
(she returned from the United 
States while still a child) pro- 
vided her with a poise which was 
both artistic and personal; it 
gave her an awareness of ex- 
ternality, of distant places, and 
this in turn infonned the provin- 
cial towns and farms of her best 
work. Athenry, in County Gal- 
way, was her first home in Ire- 
land. and it can be discerned in 
some of the early work. Dis- 
cernment is perhaps a key term 
in approaching Lavin ’s writ- 
ing: it provides a diplomatic id- 
iom of negotiation between 
author and reader. 

As a woman, eager and able 
to contribute to Irish literature, 
she found herself confronted by 
the distinctly male genre of the 
short story, a literary form so in- 
tensely worked by James Joyce 
that little seemed possible ’ex- 
cept through imitation or cal- 
culated disaffiliation. Among 
her immediate seniors in the 
1940s, only Elizabeth Bowen 
had set an example of a woman 
competing successfully against 
the male dominance which was 
literary Ireland, but Bowen 
only occasionally wrote about 
her native land. The other two 


masters of the short story -Sean 
O Faolain and Frank O'Connor 
- had virtually established copy- 
right on what an Irish story 
should be. The formula which, 
with whatever injustice to indi- 
vidual writers and stories, came 
to be recognised by readers nev- 
er fitted Mary Lavin’s work 
and she never succumbed to its 
allure. 

Tradition has it that she 
broke through with the aid of 
Lord Dunsany, a minor writer 
whose ancestral estates includ- 
ed the part of Comity Meath in 
which she settled. It is certain 
that he wrote on her behalf, con- 
tributing the preface to her 
first collection. Tales from Bec- 
rhv Bridge (1942). But in ret- 
rospect it is hard to believe that 
she needed patronage, even 
harder to think of her as spon- 
sored by one of the oldest fam- 
ilies in' Ireland. Hers was a 
middle-class milieu, solidly lo- 
cated below Dunsany Castle 
and even below Bowens Court, 
equally distant from and above 
the back-streets and town! an ds 
of O Faolain and O'Counor in 
their classic phase. It was a so- 
cial and cultural world, which 
those who measured all things 
from the base-line of popular 
opposition to former British rule 
in Ireland, sometimes found 
pazzfing. 

Educated by the Loreto nuns 
on Stephen’s Green in Dublin, 
and then round the comer in 
University College, Lavin was 
recognisably an Irish Catholic 


writer- but “not as we know it". 
She spoke publicly and with 
great affection about her 
schooldays, about hockey and 
class photographs, and distin- 
guished fellow pupils. But after 
she went to live in County 
Meath, on her marriage to 
William Walsh in 1942. she de- 
clined to participate in the bus- 
tle of Dublin’s literary life, and 
the urbanity of her fiction was 
at odds with her personal bear- 
ing upon the city. Tales from Bec- 
dve Bridge established her 
reputation, and the place name 
inscribed in the title of the col- 
lection exemplifies an east- 
midlands world where Norman 
and English and Gaelic cultures 
have converged with less tur- 
bulence than in other parts of 
the country. Time in Lavin’s fic- 
tion has depth, acquired by ac- 
cumulated culture whether Ity 
an individual or a district or a 
building. 

When her husband died in 
1954, the theme of widowhood 
added a further dimension to 
this intensely human yet sus- 
tainedly intelligent evolving 
oeuvre. A story is told that, on 
one occasion, someone sitting 
with Mary Lavin at a Paris cafe 
was asked quietly if her com- 
panion was "the great Irish 
writer". The half-diffident reply 
was “Well, yes," and the 
stranger immediately begged an 
introduction to - Lady Grego- 
ry! The incident captures a 
good deal that is important 
about Mary Lavin, the great dig- 


nity and beauty of her appear- 
ance, but also the uncertainty of 
her position vis-a-vis the Great 
Ones of Yeats’s and Gregory's 
generation. However, she could 
not be mistaken for anything Ixil 
a sensitive artist. 

Lavin was well served by her 
British publishers who pro- 
duced her work in suitably el- 
egant volumes- a three-volume 
collected edition appeared in 
1985. The House in Clave Street, 
originally published in 1945, re- 
turned in paperback form in 
1987. Prizes came aplenty, in- 
cluding the Katherine Mansfield 
Prize in 1961 and two Guggen- 
heim awards. A member of 
Aosdana (the Irish body which 
honours writers, musicians and 
visual artists), she was recently 
granted its highest distinction 
when she was a elected a Saoi 
by her fellow members. At the 
ensuing ceremony, President 
Mary Robinson delivered a eu- 
logy to which Lavin responded 
in anliphonal style with remi- 
niscences of the President’s 
mother at school. Apart from its 
literary importance, those of us 
who watched and applauded 
clearly apprehended the his- 
torical nature of this occasion. 

W. J. McCormack 


Mary Lavin, writer: bom East 
Walpole, Massachusetts 11 June 
1912; married 1942 William 
Walsh (died 1954; three daugh- 
ters), 1 969 Michael MacDonald 
Scoa (died 1990): died Dublin 25 
March 1996. 


Margaret BottralTs rare and fas- 
tidious spirit is pmbaps best ex- 
pressed in the writers to whom 
she was drawn, and whom she 
revealed and wrote about so 
well; George Herbert, Thomas 
Haherne, William Blake and 
Gerard Manley Hopldns. She 
praised Herbert for exactly 
what her friends valued in her- 
self: his sane temper and spir- 
itual wisdom — "a disciplined 
mind a firmly tempered Spirit; 

.inner integrity and extreme 
sensitiveness". Margaret Bot- . 

trail was also courageous, to- 

sourcefuL modestand serene, by a cottager whose vote sue was 
She was both devout aridprac-. soliciting accusing hfiT 
tkal - though she once drove . miinism: “You go to church, 
from Cambridge to Oxford in 
first gear, puzzled that toe,car 
would not go faster. 

She was born in 1909- a 
Saumarez Smith, in Sydney, 
where her grandfather was 
Archbishop. Her background 
was the Church and the land- 
ed gentry, and she no doubt 
partly owedherstrong and in- 
dependent ch aracter to a strict 
vicarage upbringing at WUder- 
share in east Kent, where herfa- 
ther was Rector.for 30 years, 
and to the fact that she efid not 
attend school until 13. She had 
read a great deal at home, and 
easily won a scholarship 1 to 
Lady Margaret Hall ,-where 
people said she was as gpod as 
she was beautiful . 

After Oxford she won a 
Harkn ess . Commonwealth. 

Srftnforehfp to Yale, and seemed 
set for an academic careen TS. 

Eliot accepted an article on 
Chapman for the Criterion. She - 
came to know another Harkness 
Fellow, the young poet Ronald 
Bottrall, wfao was then -at 
Princeton. Bottrall was at first 
loudly praised by FJR. Leavisin 
New Bearings m English Poetry 
bat fell dramatically from 
favour in the critic’s eyes, al- 
though he continued to devel- 
op most interestingly. He 
became Raffles Professor of 
English at Singapore! and there 
she married him in 1934. They 
later worked in Florence. 

Ronald Bottrall was ap-. 
pointed the. British. Council 
Representative. in Sweden in 
1940, and again in Rome from . 

1945 to 1950. Margaret rel- 
ished die latter posting as they - 
helped to reconstruct cultural 
relations between Italy and 
Britain after the Second World 
War, and lived in an apartment 
in the Palazzo Borghese. In 

1946 the Bo ttralls together pub- 
lished an anthology .Collected 
English Verse.- Their marriage 
was in someways one of oppo- 
sites, and later came to grid: he 


don’t you?" Her Anglican fi&h, 
which had been shaken in ner 
early undergraduate years, was 
restored-. ; 

She was to retain her Iqv&of 
the cinreh.of England, which 
she saw— with aE its fautts —as 
a via. media , and hater took 
great pleasure m -attending 
Ri chard CrashaWs church in 
Qmibtidjge, Little St Mary’s: she 
praised . Herbert for being.- so 
conspicuously English in . his 
common sense and tender sen- 
sibility’, bis .moderation and 
equilibrium in . ‘emotional 
stonm. She knew the fasdhat- 
. fag artistic community of Great 
BardfieW. arid was a friend of 



\ ... 


•. 3 


Moving to Cambridge, she 
* " ratmmedtheacadanfc 
career she bad-pul aside on her 



Bottrdl: devout and practical 


er Fellow at Hughes Hall, the 
graduate . teacher, traiiiing 
school • from 1959; a firm ed- 
ministrator, she later became 
Vice-President. From l971to 
1976 she was a member of the 
English Faculty and a Founding 
Member and Rdlow of Lucy 
Cavendish College. - .’ ■ 

. The house at Cambridge 
which she shared With > fellow - 
tutor at Hugbes Hah, the cheer- . 

fuL loyal and kind Doris (“Fas- 
ti") Bradshawseemed pervaded 
with a cool, pale blue tight and . 
was a setting for her fine au- ' 
t nmn al free and eyes like the 
mandarins' in Yeats's “Lapis . 
Lazuli*!; _ .. 

Their eyes. mid manyvranktes,. 

■ Their glittering eyes, are gay. _ - 

Here die studied and wrote- 
on Hopjrins/frahemeand 17th- 
centmy autobiographies; among 
other subjects, ana wrote many 
anonymous reviews for the - 
Economist. One pictures her ex- 
periencing what she described 
as Ththeme’s "sudden sense of 
wonder, at haff|^unpsed ntys- ffri- 
teries or veiled glories” arid 
whatsheapprowdiqHetoert, 

“the joy at the cessation of ' - 
sfMritual aridaty". On her death- 
bed she asked her son to read - - 
to her from 'William Laty. 

‘ ‘ jaa F&gbti ’ 

Margaret Florence Sautaarez 
Smithy English scholar arid 
teacher-bom Australia 

27 June 1909;TiUdr_and Fellow, 
Hugfres HaB, Cambridge 1959- 
.7tyEellpi^LutyCav^^ . 

lege, Cambridge 1971-76; books, 
include Hie Divine Image: a 
study of Blake’s Christianity 
1950, George f Herbert 1954; 
Ttaheme’s Wtyof Blessedness 
1962: married 1934Sanald Bot-- ■ 
trail ( died 1989; one son; mar-', 
riage dissolved 1954); died . 
Cambridge 21 March 1996. 
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Henry Usborne 


It may well be that Henry Us- 
borne (obituary, 20 March] 
gave financial heto to DkdkTkv- 
erne in his Lincoln campaigns 
as Democratic Labour candi- 
date, writes Professor Alan 
Deyermond. Bat it is not true 
that, as Phillip Whitehead 
implies, Usborne’s support for 
the Liberal Party followed 


Claude Mauriac 


Like many sons of famous fa- 
there. Claude Mauriac found his 
inheritance both a blessing and 
a curs- He was bom into the 
lap of literature. His father 
Francois, whom his sen revered 
and loved, was one of France's 
greatest modern novelists who. 
though rather distant, guided 
Claude's footsteps in the 
pursuit of literary fame. 

But the son often considered 
his own gift with words tn he » 
burden, for he knew it bore no 
comparison with his father's ge- 
nius. It was this powerful charis- 
matic example that fed Claude's 
hunger for heroes. He married 
the daughter of S uzy Mantc- 
Proust. only daughter of Mar- 
cel Proust’s brother Robert - a 
suitable match, for Proust was 
one of his first idols and Gaude 


Muuriac’s great achievement, 
Lc Temps immobile, is a monu- 
mental work whose theme, like 
Proust’s, is time and memory. 
L ' Oncle Marcel was the title of 
one of his books. 

Given Lbe peculiar circum- 
stances of his birth, it was in- 
evitable that he was brought into 
touch with many of the great fig- 
ures of his day - Gide, Cocteau, 
Marcel Jouhandeau. Malraux 
among the older generation, 
Nathalie Sarraute, Claude Si- 
mon. Alain Robbe-GriUet. 
Robert Piaget among the 
younger writers. 

One of his first idols was Gen- 
eral Charles de Gaulle. From 
[944 io 1947 Mauriac was his 
private secretary and his fifth 
volume of memories. Aimer de 
Gaulle (1978). contains many 


curious intimate details about 
the General's daily life. 

In the 1970s Mauriac devel- 
oped unexpected friendships 
wth the innovatory philoso- 
phers Michel Foucault and 
Gilles Deleuze. who provided 
him with finks between litera- 
ture and political engagemem. 
It seemed paradoxical that 

Mauriac, hitherto decidedly 
right-wing, should have joined 
forces with these radical 
thinkers to follow Sartre and 
Genet in signing petitions, mil- 
itating in favour of the exclud- 
ed. political prisoners and the 
homeless and in campaigning 
against the Vietnam war or 
against the Franco regime. 

It was a move typical of his 
impressionable character and 
openness of mind. The homo- 


sexual Foucault (later to die of 
Aids) became another of his 
heroes, as well as a close friend. 

Claude Mauriac was an ex- 
cellent journalist who con- 
tributed essay* and reviews as 
a critic of literature and the cin- 
ema for Le Figaro and Le 
Monde and, too, for L 'Express. 
In 194$ he wrote a book about 
the heroic figure of Andre Mai- 
raox, followed in 1949 by one 
on Andre Breton, the self- 
appointed magus of Surrealisn. 

The first ofhis many novels, 
Toutes les femmes sont fatales, 
appeared in 1957. His novels, 
though well made, now seem 
rather dull, like those of the 
Nouveau Eoman writers with 
whom he was associated for a 
while. Le Diner en ville won the 
Prix Mediris in 1959. 


He had started writing a di- 
ary at the age of 13. In 1974. he 
began his major literary 
achievement, the monumental 
journal Le Temps immobile. 
This was truly original. Instead 
of trudging through his fife and 
times in toe usual horizontal 
chronological fashion, Mauriac 
took the vast bulk of his note- 
books and treated them as a 
sculptor with a block of wood. 
He made a scries of vertical cuts 
in their dense matter, alternat- 
ing toese slices of past times with 
sections dealing with the present 
as it appeared to him aithe time 
of writing. As toe title sug- 
gests. this technique succeeded 
in "immobilising’ time, and 
it was taken up later by 
Marguerite D uras and other 
Nouveau Berman ex perim enters. 


This unique treatment ofhis 
gigantic text created revealing 
juxtapositions and an almost 
"romanesque” intensity in 
which his feeling for past epochs 
and for the present day often 
provoke startling comparisons. 
He went so far as to define his 
work's 10 volumes as a “Nou- 
ivau Roman". "They appeared 
every year between 1974 and 
198S and were followed by two 
sequels called Le Temps 
accompli (1991 and 1992). 

Mauriac said: "I want to 
make a stand against toe pain 
that toe passage of time inflicts 
upon me. Therefore, all I need 
to do is to decide that time does 
not go on passing. And thus,^ we 
too shall not pass away.” • - 

This concept of time that 
knows neither past, presenr nor 


future and remains immobile is 
indeed a realisation of the true 
nature of immortality. He had 
completed smother volume 
which Grasset . is to publish 
next week, with the significant 
title Trdvaiilez ' quoad . vous 
avez encore la burdire t^Work 
while yon still have light’’). 
Claude Mauriac lives';.; on 
through the pages of this mas- 
terpiece, which in every sense 
of the tenn ishklife ’s work- As 
Ben Jon son said of Shake- 
speare: “Thou art a monument 
without a tomb.* - • 


Claude Mauriac; writer and jour- 
nalist: bom Paris 25 April 1914; 
married 1951 Marie-Cldu.de 
Monte (two sons, one daughter); 
died Paris 22 March 1996. ■: 


Thveme’sproto-SDP breakaway. 

■ Usborne, after losing his 
Yanfley seat in 1959, was at- 
tracted by Jo Grimcmcf s vjew of 
radicalism, joined the liberal 
Party at the end of March 1962 
(II years before Taverne’s by- 
election victory in Lincoln), 
and gave active support to the jt, 
Radical Reform Group..' W‘ 

'Victor Zorza, Kremlinologist , 
died 20 March, aged 70. 'Ana- 
lysed Sovietrponcy for the 
Guardian 1956-71 and from 
1971 for the Washington Post. 
Foresaw the Soviet invasgm of - - 

Czechoslovakia in 1968. -Jrom 
1981 lived much of the tjne fn . 

a raud-and-stone hut infodia; 
in 1989,. as a result’ of a to . 

Moscow, set' up _ the 
Russian Hospice; “ 

Keith Renshaw, jc 

Ixmdon 15 MaraL aged 

came a Weirtminster cfcrre- 


- - — v and then 

for the Sunday Express. On his 
retiring -in "1987 . appointed 
OBE, for services to journalism. 
OHw Netta TWsons, book- 
seller, died 16 March, aged 
-104. In 1943 co-fbuhdadCdlets, 
the economics and politicai sd- 
ences bookshop. In Charing 
Crtss Road. London, with Eva 
Collet ReckitL 
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MEMORIAL SERVICES 

PUTTS: Siu-in. H> M.irch I’wn- ! J Juh- 
I'M* 1 . rcmeDihvifd indav. .i* ever. 

■\nnnunceaienLs Jar Gazette 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
* Births. Adopi runs. Marriages, 
Deaths. Menu trial sen-ices, Wed- 
dins anniversaries. In Memuriam) 
should he sent in writing to the 
Gazelle Editor. The Independent, I 
Canada Square. Cunan WhurC Lon- 
don EI4 SDL. irlcphuiud tn 01 71-293 
2011 '24-bnur answering machine 
0171-2922012) nr faxed In 0171-293 
201Q, and are charred at £030 a line 
'VAT rural. OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements i notices, functions. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


Forthcoming marriages. Marriages I 
most he submitted in writing lor 
Guud) and are charged at f JOa line, 
VAT extra. They should be accom- 
panied bvadavtime telephone num- 
ber 

The Indrpmdmf* main switchboard 
number is 0171-293 2000. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Amess MR 44: Mr Graham 
Bario*. cricki'ier, -! 6 : Mr Pierre 
Boulez, conductor and composer. 7 1 ; 
Mr James Caan. actor. 57; Miss 
Kyune-wha Chun 3 , concert viclinsL 
4S: Lord Graham of Edmonror.. 
Opposition Chief Whip. House of 
Louis. 7i ; Mr WjHian: Hague MR 35: 
Miss Jean Graham Hah. former cir- 
cuit judge. 79; Lord Hocson QC. 71: 
.Air Marshal Sir Pete: Horsley, chair- 
man, Osprey Aviation. 75; Miss Eliz- 
abeth Jane Howard. uoveiisL 73: Sir 
Bernard Katz. hioplr.sidsL S3: Vice- 
Admiral Sir ian McGcrch. Si Sir 



Leslie McrviSe. economist. 94: Mr 
Leonard Nictoy. actor, *5: Mr Ter- 
ri; Pr.cc. -jhainnaa. Horticulture Re- 
search International, hi Mr David 
Qirite:, \« Lord-Liculcsunt of 
Somerset. 75; Mr Hany Rabioowuz. 
conductor and composer. SO; Miss 
Diana Rsss, Mr Amcdee 

Turner QC fanner MER 67: Mr Col- 
in Webb, general manager. Press 
Aivodation, 5". 

Anniversaries 

Births: William Edward Hart pole 
Lee Icy. historian. 1S35>: Alfred Ed- 
ward Houspaa. poet. 1S59: Robert 


Lee Frost, poet. I$ 74 ; “Chico" 
Leonard Man. comedian, 1SR7: Ten- 
nessee Williams (Thomas Williams). 

playwright, 191!. Oaths Sir John 
Vanbrugh, playwright and architect, 
1726: Ludwig van Beethoven, com- 
poser, 1S27; Augustus Leopold Egg, 
painter. 1R63; Walt Whitman, poet 
and essayist, 1391 Sarah Bernhardt, 
actress. 192?; David Lloyd George, 
firs! Earl Ucn'd George of Dwvfor, 
statesman, 1945: Raymond Thornton 
Chandler, navefcr and scriptwriter, 
1959; Sir Noel Prfrce Coward, play- 
wright. 1973; Anthony Frederick 
Blum, an expert and traitor, 1983. On 
this day: the Theatre Royal. Drury 


Lane, London, opened, 1674; the 
British Gazette and Sunday Monitor, 
the first British Sunday newspaper, 
was published 17S0; the Paris Com- 
mune was established, 1871; the 
first cremation in Englan d took 
place at Woking. 18S6; theGaanioa- 
British Film Corporation was found- 
ed, 1927; driving tests were 
introduced in Britain, J 934; women 
were a Unwed on the floor of the Lon- 
don Stock Ex c hange fa r the first rime; 
1973. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Basil the Younger. St Branfo, St Cas- 
tutas of Rome. St Felix ofTVier, St 
Lodger and St Macanan. 


Lectures _ • . 

National Galtnyr Mari Griffith, 
“Constable (iv): Salisbury Cathedral 
from die Meade wf, lpaa;.. 

■Wctoria and AtetMaacnc Angda 
Cox, “Georgian Painting’, 230pm. 

. Thte Gallery: Diane Perkins, “Pas- 
toral and Hcosesque: IStb-arhtury 
Jandscape printing^, lpm. 

National Portrait Gailrtyr Ann 
Thackray, “Hjrtiaas by Sir Thomas , 
Lawrence" i.lOpm. 

Slghgale Literary and SdenfiScb-, 
sttintioo, London N6: GtD Perry. ' 
“Woman Paxntei5 and the Pa risian . 
Avant-garde", 7.45pm. 
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-■•A- large-scale cull of hundreds of thousands of cattle 
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j jstrv. But iust how much would that cost us? Yvette Cooper 

cheese' and meat prices and the.industr^s future 
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racing fepniabattoirstobauIagCs 
frpm meat processing to catering, would all 


: Shpjqjens made their preferences very dear 
. ‘atibc ’weekend- they don't want to eat British' 
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irpin meat processing to catering, would all ’-alroc weekend: they don t want to eat BntiSQ 
be affected by a sustained drop in the ’beet. It is extremely easy for them to switch 
demand for beet Food processing and pm- ^foahernatives-At the moment pork and Iamb 

8 /tiuction based bn beef is Worth an estimated ■ prices per kilo are roughly the same as beef. 

£1.6bn. \ 7 - Baras pricesfor other meats rise to fceepup 

•' Slaughterhouses employ around 117,000 r witit greater dem and, and the price of a piece 
people. Jobs are bound to be jeopardised, . of EUetsteak drops, some consumers may be 
although some .could be re-employed in back again. Once a piece of steak is 

slaughtering sheep and pigs fasted asehe^as baron, consumer demand might 

Pie-makers and sausage-makers would . : recover.-.-'.. :. 
also be squeezed unless they were able to boy ■ \ Fbreign produced beef is another akerna- 
in foreign beef or make more pork pies f tiVfc Duong the last BSE scare, consumers 
Wml&iisk instead That, however, may be too expensive, bought up other meats instead because retafl- 

Tbey wil] also have to diversify into different : ere cfidhi differentiate between British and 
products. f-fqi?^be^ThlstinK,vrecanexp<^uprOr 
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instead That, however, may be too expensive, bb^lirodcier meats instead because re tafl- 

I They toII also have to dSvendfy irito different ^e’re cfidnl differentiate between British and 
products. n ;^fbi^^be^7rWstinK,vrecanexp<^a{^ 

V- Caterers and beef retailers may be better •' jd^ation in labelling and leafleting as r^aD- 
• able id adapt Beefburger chains have been : . «re attempt to emlain why their particular 
■ to respond, to cuttheirlosses andgetout /;bri^d of organically reared beef c» Argentine 

of British beef fast They wiD have to hope . ;be^ for example, as perfectly safe, 
that The ptibEc hsei confidence in their 7 lan a^rherdsou. an analyst ai the siock- 
promises ahd is prepared to trust in fbreign " broker HBSC Markets,, has estimated (hat 
beef instead. . ' ' : beef . prices coxUd-ftdl . by ai quarter. The 
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: j. Ifin Stfepherdscm. an analyst at the siock- 
^broferHBSC Markets, /has estimated (hat 
: beef . prices coxild; fall by a: quarter. The 
■ knock-bh effects on inflation wduldbe a drop 
of 02 per cent. Rises in the prices of other 
meats could counteract this, but HBSC esti- 
> males that inflation overall would be lower, 
ip helping to lower interest rates and lower 
; borrowing costs.- 
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So far the Government has avoided a huge 
bill for compensating farmers for extra cows 
that are slaughtered However, if the price of 
British beef collapses, the Government or the 
European Union will have to step in. 

The EU subsidy system was not designed 
to support a collapse in confidence in one 
country alone, and may not provide enough 
resources to support the industry. The Gov- 
ernment may then face demands to bale out 
thousands of beef farmers. Compensating 
farmers for their loss of income if demand for 
beef halved would run into hundreds of mil- 
lions of pounds. This is hardly an appealing 
prospect for a government lhaL wants to make 
further lax cuts. 

Even without providing compensation, 
the Treasury w31 have to fork out. The 
decline of a profitable industry means lower 
tax revenues. Meanwhile, every extra person 
unemployed costs the public purse around 
£9,000 in benefits and tax revenues foregone. 
Several thousand cattle workers on the dole 
means hundreds of millions more pounds in 
borrowing for the Government. 



liiflaiion cbuid be around 02 per cent 
TowerihaJi expected due to falling beef 

' priced . 

. The bade <feEdl will.be bigger than . 
previously anticipated, if exports worth 
■around £600m continue, to be banned and 
imports of foreign beef are increased. The 
total mrpact could be as much as £lbft — 
less than f )2 per cent of GDP. 

Growth is bound to be affected Loss of 
exports and. the decline of a profitable • ; 
industry are bound to limit growth in 
national income. But so long as the dairy 
sector remains unaffected, toe impact is 
unlikely to be overwhelming. Analysts’ 
predictions of 1 per cent lower growth are 
not yet likely. . . 

The Public Sector Borrowing ' 
Requirement will be higher thab expected.,.. 
If significant compensation is required lifter ' 
all, then it could even be several billion 
pounds higher. Unless the dairy industry is 7 
jeopardised however, the PSBR is unlikely 
to be high enough to push interest rates up. 

• Confidence in the British government 
and economy, however, is not high. . 
Continued uncertainty will he bad for the- . 
pound on the foreign exchange markets. 
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Lower beef production will mean slightly 
higher milk costs. Milk producers earn some 
■ of their profit from selling on calves for meat 
: If they are not able to do that they may 
recoup their losses through charging higher 
prices for milk. 

Consumers may also have to adjust their 
palates, getting used to other meats in tradi- 
tional dishes. If a cow cull does take place, the 
consequences for consumers win be consid- 
; enable. Fresh milk may be hard to get hold of 
. for a while, and we will have to put up with 
UHTinourtea. 
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Yalets to clean up 
the car problem 

7 . ,.Sir George -Young, the Transport Sec- 
, ’ retary, may Ilkeio Tuminate on the fot 
' lowing . suggestion for lessening the 
'number otcafs in central London. It 
comes from a leader of Conservative- 
con trailed Westminster council, so be 
. .. jviD want to treat' the proposal with 
_7 '.V. req?ect, even' though it is one spark plug 
. ^ short of fan engine. . . • - 

CHr ilelvyn Caplan tells me: “Many 
people do hot wish, 
to teing their cars 
into our- city. We 
should seek to. 
develop a valet ser- 
vice to discourage 
people bringing 
oars into the centre" 
of the rity ..7 and 
would take these 
ears oul of the ceo- 

tre when they are 

. .-’.not required, and then return them 
when they are needed.” 

. A charming idea. Westminster could 
7 i become like one enormous, grand hotel, 
-v with commuters hopping out of their 
. ‘ , cars, tossing the keys to a waiting valet, 

* '' ringing oiit: TTIave it back by five,” and 
" • tripping hstppfly off into the office. 

.. ^The scheme hasn’t been, looked at 
' 7- bv our professional staff yet," a rec ^ _ 

' faced Weshninster press officer hastens 
to tell ine. “But it is somethmg CDr 
Caplan seems terribly keen on." 


^Is aiisartistsafe? 

There fc going to be one British, beef 
: -export to Flrance after all Damien 
Hirst's Turner prize-winning piece .® 1 
: ■ Installation art, “Motiier and CMd 
• - Divided”, consisting of a cow midralf 

’ - hisected and pickled in formaldehyde, 

' is to 5 c exhibited at the ^ e . ne ;^j7 
ionale duleu’de Paume ml ftuis as^ 
of a display celebrating A Century of 

7ti» a t neitherfoShCT nor.chfld suffered 


from mad cow disease. The artiri, on the 
other band... 

• Is even Jane Austen not immune 
from BSE scares? Roars of laughter at 
the cinema last night during Sense and 
Sensibility’ when Mis Dashwood pleads 
with Emma Thompson’s Elinor over thus 
household accounts: “You’re not going 
to stop us earing beef, are you?” As ihe 
English teachers always said, that 
woman is bursting with topical insights. 


Appalling for Paula 

To speak of ethics and diary-writing in 
the same sentence' may be pushing 
one's luck. In the case of the Spectator 
the taw seem to have lost aU contact. In 
the current issue their diarist is the 
opera critic Rupert Christiansen. He 
Brule ec much of the fact that from his 
Oat be can see into-Paula Yates's bed- 
room, and then goes on to derate a third 
of his column to reveafinig^ what he sees: 
Paula, her daughters, her namtx a aL 
The Spectator evfn plugs this “scoop” on 
its cover. 

Paula Yates may be a tiresome and 

over-publicised confection, hot she has 
as moch right as any dtizen to JfeeJ mti- 
ded to privacy in her own bedroom with- 
out some offensive neighbour peering in 
and writing up Ms discoveries for a snp- 
posedly quality journaL The editor of 
the Spectator, Rank Johnson, and its 
proprietor Conrad Black, should be 
ashamed of themsdves. - 


His pants are clean 







The foD owing correction has appeared 
in the Aberdeen Press and Journal. It || 
reads*. “Not Grubby. In our isaie of £ 
March 18 it was said Michael Winner U 
wore grnbbyY-fronls. We accept this is il 
not true and it should not have been ± 
printed." I am very pleased to be able ^ 
to bri^g tips endonsemeat of Mr Win- ** 
nefs personaltiygiene ro readers soutii 
of the border; 

; . Eagje Eye 


^ rplfe^-S^^ muiical, Starlight Express, 

g^^eTS^.^dland becoines the second longest 
is ^a«a»inpaiiiedbythe 
matate wi^l^ out jon these occasioos: the : 
i^XIiOOO^bcae^^ tisgiles aud Xl.OOQ pairs of skate 

ilf ferigg ^t^ theTtsua] nmricaj manic oosessives. Id the. . 
7^'<av^-setV3nt Steve"Starii^it, wljo has changed his name 
^^fb^40"tim^the'pcKtinan AJanNewman, who 
"■ “y dfetii^ing7®timiesal a ccet of £21,000 less 
l UD, ; wafl'ammtite,he^lli.e director. Actually, not 


^>fei(hervi3y0 serraht nbf^posmrin hejbuttbe 
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.If. confidence revives, the Government’s - 
finances will recover. *ITie serious risk, how- 
ever, is that the industry staggers cm for sdme 
time and culling becomes essential fimber 
down the road. Compensation to dairy farmr 
ers would push the Government’s bill well up • 
into the bflBons, and borrowing would have 
to rise substantially as a result . 

. The cost of culling the entire 11m herd of 
British cattle ooold be as much as £20bn, 
including compensation for fanners and food 
producers. That compares with a plamted 
Public Sector Borrowing Requirement this 
year of £29bn. Ihx cuts before the. election 
would-be impossible. 


In the medium term, the prospects for the 
economy depend on whether consumer 
confidence revives. If culling the beef and 
dairy herds is eventually the only way to 
restore confidence then the consequences 
could be huge. Imports of milk and dairy 
products could lead to an increase of up to 
£7bn in the trade deficit, several billion on 
the PSBR. a huge rise in unemployment, 
and 1 per cent lower growth. 

In the long terra, however, entrepren- 
eurial British fanners will be swift to 
restock with foreign herds, and could even 
benefit from restarting with genetically 
improved beasts. Britain might emerge 
with a healthier industry. But it could take 
decades. 
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Red is revolution and anger and tells anyone who sees it that you 
feel passionately about something. 

With HP colour printing and copying solutions you can make your point in red. 
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Farmers must 
take action 


O nly the voluntary slaughter by farm- 
ers of tens, possibly hundreds of 
thousands of catlie can restore public con- 
fidence in the beef industry. The only wav 
of eliminating the commercial threat to 
the future of the industry is to eliminate 
beyond a shadow of a doubt the threat it 
poses to the consumer. That can only be 
achieved by eliminating ail suspect cattle 
from herds and replacing them with clean 
catlie probably brought in from abroad. 
Only the pursuit of the very highest stan- 
dards will now save the industry from 
years, perhaps decades of slow decline. 

For far too long ministers have put t he 
interests of the beef industry ahead of the 
interests of consumers. The risk to the 
industry of lighter regulation and higher 
standards has been judged greater than 
the risks to the health of the public. Now 
both ministers and the industry are learn- 
ing a painful lesson: in the long run if you 
take risks with consumer confidence you 
risk the future of the industry itself. 

The industry is in need of a restruc- 
turing as great” as the car industry in the 
late Seventies. By the late Seventies many 
ageing car plants were hopelessly uncom- 
petitive. weighed down with outdated 
equipment and antiquated working prac- 
tices. The British car industry is back on 
iis feet after a massive capital recon- 
struction. the importation of foreign man- 
agement and production methods and 


highest standards of quality and safety. 

That was the message ministers deliv- 
ered in the House of Commons yesterday 
by announcing that the Government does 
not plan to stem the crisis by ordering the 
wholesale slaughter of cattle, the measure 
that would have done most to restore con- 
fidence. As a result, the crisis for the beef 
industry will roll on and its adjustment to 
reality may take longer than it should. 

The market will run its course. If 
politicians will not enforce higher stan- 
dards on the industry, consumers surely 
wilL by refusing to buy British beef. The 
British beef and dairy industries almost 


certainly will be left with a lot of unpro- 

foi 


sweeping changes to working practices, 
eefi 


The beef industry faces no less of a chal- 
lenge and should” learn from some of the 
lessons so painfully learnt in other indus- 
tries which have had to change radically 
to keep the trust of their consumers. It will 
require far-sighted, professional and at 
times ruthless leadership in pursuit of the 


ductive. if not useless, assets in the form 
of cows, land and equipment, now worth 
far less than a week ago. 

Two courses of action face the indus- 
try. It may hope that very few cases 
emerge of the new strain of CID which 
is linked to BSE. It could disappear into 
its bunker, deny the scale of the problem 
and hope it may emerge in months, if not 
years, far smaller but still intact. The dan- 
ger of that piecemeal approach is huge: 
tiie industry may never escape the shadow 
it is under. British beef will be as tainted 
as British cars were in the Seventies. It 
could take the industry a decade or more 
to rid itself of such a bad reputation. 

So a radical and far-reaching strategy 
clearly to put its house in order is essen- 
tial. For the far-sighted farmer, that 
should involve the voluntary slaughter of 
any cows at the slightest risk of con- 
tracting BSE and the importation of 
completely clean herds and processes 
from abroad. It is tune for the fanners 
to reassure their consumers: only actions 
will do. 


Local democracy 
in poor health 


F or the sake of a petty plot, Tory coun- 
cillors in Westminster are said to have 
housed 150 families in lower blocks with 


a known asbestos problem. They subse- 


quently did nothing to monitor the fami- 
lies’ health. This is a gruesome cynicism 
even by the scandalous standards of 
municipal government The accused coun- 
cillors - in a report commissioned by the 
current Tory leadership from an unim- 
peachable county official - turn out to be 
the same crew whose policies for housing 
the homeless were labelled as culpable and 
surchargeable by the District Auditor. 

Lady Shirley Porter, the council’s flam- 
boyant leader in the Eighties, made local 
government live a little; she was a per- 
sonality with vision and ambition. Local 
government has all too few of them. Yet 
her administrative record was a disgrace 
- we have the word of the District Audi- 
tor. John Magill, on that. So it's no won- 
der Labour is jumping up and down at 
being handed yet more evidence of the 
Conservatives' record for sleaze in gov- 
ernment. local as well as central. After all. 
the Tory Parly chairman Brian Mawhin- 
ncy's eyes and ears are ever twitching on 
the look out for examples of local Labour 
extravagance or wrong-doing. But Labour 
should be wary. Loony leftism as demon- 
strated by Lambeth and Liverpool in the 
Eighties is still fresh in the memory. 
According to figures provided last week 
by the Audit Commission, both of them 
have a long way to go before they can be 
said to be providing residents with even 
minimally efficient services. 

So before engaging in another bout of 


ritualised mudslinging. all those who care 
for the health of local democracy - as wefl 
as the health of people as vulnerable as 
those families stuck in the poisonous 
blocks by Westminster- should pause. If 
local democracy worked, the voters of 
Westminster would have turfed out the 
Tories long ago. Unfortunately, in West- 
minster, as in the mostly Labour fiefdoins 
in big inner cities, democracy bas become 
so clogged that ruling parties often seem 
immune from electoral retribution. That 
is why the public needs external watch- 
dogs such as the Audit Commission. 

Yet the Westminster saga has shown 
these are imperfect instruments of 
accountability. Mr Magill has been inves- 
tigating Westminster for six years. His pro- 
visional report appeared two years ago. 
When he produces his final report some- 
time in the next month that will not be the 
end of it Appeals will drag it out even fur- 
ther. The Audit Commission seems unable 
to investigate other important questions 
such as the distribution of central gov- 
ernment grants to councils. Westmin- 
ster's unparalleled good fortune in receiv- 
ing such proportionately high revenue 
grams demands some unbiassed study. 

It is. primarily, up to local government 
to clean up its act. Westminster council- 
lors should pull out ail the slops to offer 
the affected families advice and help. The 
chief executive. Bill Roots, is trying to 
make a fresh start for the council by issu- 
ing a code of corporate behaviour that 
could become a model for other local 
authorities. That would make a refresh- 
ing change from Lady Porter's days. 
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‘Bloody foreigners! Coming over here and taking our jobs!- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Why we cannot know for sure that BSE-infected beef 
is harmful to humans - and why that is no comfort 


Sir; The absence of proof that 
BSE causes CID is frequently 
used as an argument for the 
safety of eating beef products. It 
is true that no causal link has 
been established, but I should like 
to explain what kind of evidence 
would be required to prove that 
BSE causes CJD. 

An experiment might start 
with a large number of paired 
individuals, one of each pair 
being placed in group A, the 
other into group B. Each group 
would be treated identically 
except that where any bovine 
products are involved, these 
would come from BSE-free cat- 
tle for group A and from BSE- 
infected cattle from group B. 
The incidence of CJD in each 
group would be monitored over 


a period of time - 20 years or so. 
If m 


more membeis of group B 
than group A developed CJD, a 
link would be suggested 
between BSE and CJD. If none 
of group A developed the dis- 
ease. but most of those in group 
B did, the evidence would be 
overwhelming and the link 
established. 

Naturally, no such experi- 
ments have been done and 
therefore no proof of a link 
exists, but this is no kind of reas- 
surance. The recent appearance 
of BSE, followed by a new form 
of CJD. strongly suggests a con- 
nection between the two. Prion 
diseases violate the usual rules 
of transmission of other infec- 
tions and therefore should be 
given a wide berth. A deeper 
understanding of the molecular 
mechanisms of infection can 
only arise from research. 
Indeed, had the farmers’ organ- 
isations been seriously con- 
cerned about the health of then- 
stocks in the past, they could 
have invested in scientific 
research themselves to discover 
the bases of scrapie and BSE 
transmissions and hence how to 
eradicate them. 

Dr Mark S Bretschek FRS 
Laboratory of 

Molecular Biology 
Medical Research Council 
Cambridge 


Sin I have listened to the debate 
on health risks attached to eating 
beef with increasing frustration 
and amazemenL In the frenzy to 
cast blame on either the Gov- 
ernment or the farming frater- 
nity, two issues are being over- 
looked. 

There is a fa nning system 
which has been producing BSE- 
free beef for many years. Beef 
produced on registered organic 
farms has never been subjected 
to the insult of feeding anim al 
remains to a ruminant species. 
Nor has the use of organ o- 
phospbate compounds (which 
may well be heavily implicated) 
ever been allowed. Beef cattle 
come from closed herds where 
the parents are alive and well. 
Every organic beef carcass sold 
can be traced directly back to 
the farm where it was bom 
and thus its parentage 
established. 

However, far more important 
is the issue of why BSE happened 
in the first place. Has it never 
occurred to the mass of British 
shoppers that their relentless 
quest for cheaper and cheaper 
food has led to the debasement 
of our food production methods? 
The only way British farmers can 
respond to this is to find cheaper 
and cheaper food sources - dead 
sheep in the case of beef cattle - 
and resort to using more and 
more potent chemicals, whose 
long-term effects are unknown, 
on both their land and livestock. 
There is no point in complaining 
about BSE, broiler chickens, bat- 
ten' farming or live exports, 
unless one is prepared to put 
one’s money where one’s mouth 
is and only buy from fanning sys- 
tems that farm with respect for 
both the animals and the envi- 
ronment 

Charlotte Reynolds 

Buckland St Mary, Somerset 


not know about can barm you, 
and life is . too short to know', 
everything about meat produc- ' 
tion, genetic tampering, sperm- 
damaging chemicals and the rest 
of the long list of things that pose 
threats to health and nature, lb 
be the text-book free-market con- 
sumer would be more than a full- 
time job, so I subcontract part of 
niy consumer choice to elected 
representatives and their advis- 
ers. I trust them even less today 
than I did a week ago, Put that 
does not mean that I want to go 
it alone and try to make sense of 
the mass of contentious scientific 
literature, dubious marketing 
claims and other judgements' 
required to inform choice. : - 
CuveBaies 
L ondon N16 


complexion”. This may well have 
spurred Sir Andrew' Agueicheek 
to say in Tivelfih Night: ^But I am 
a great eater of beef and I believe 
that does harm.to my wit” Con- 
versely another contemporary 
writer. Hall; said,- “Reepe an 

Fngtishman one mnneth f mmhis 

warme bed, faLbefe and stale 
drynke, and let hhn that season 
last coldc and suffre hunger, you 
then shaH see his . courage 
abated”. , : V„ / 
Then, as now, the French were 
nervous about the -effects of 
British beet The Constable in 
Henry V says of Henry’s soldiers; 
“Give them great meals of beef 
and iron and steel, they will eat 
like wolves and fight like devfls.” 

Peter Mayes 
- ^Btaxham, Oxfordshire 


Saving young 
drop-outs 


Sin There are remarkable simi- 
larities between the current 
BSE/GID scare and a brain dis- 
ease known as kuru, once com- 
mon in the highlands of Papua 
New Guinea. Kuru, like 
BSE/CJD is a fatal prion disease 
passed on through eating infected 
meat. A kuru epidemic was 
averted through a complete ban 
on eating the meal of the offend- 
ing animal (in this case Homo 
sapiens). No one born since 1959, 
the year cannibalism ceased in 
the PNG highlands, has died 
from kuru. 

There may be important 
lessons to be learnt: the proba- 
bility of catching a disease from 
eating meat will probably be 
greatest from those animals to 
which we are most closely related. 
This is why cannibalism is so rare 
in nature. I recommend eating 
more distant relatives such as 
fish, or even better, insects! 

Dr Richard J. Ladle 
London W5 . 


Sir Once the farmers have been 
frilly compensated for the slaugh- 
ter of their herds due to BSE, can 
those of us in other industries 
expect the taxpayer to treat us 
similarly should our businesses 
fail? ... 

Christine Smith 
• London El 


Sir As a gay man with vegetar- 
ian leanings, might I expect to 
hear former Chief Constable 
James. Anderton -now tell CJD- 
afflicred meal-eaters that they are 
swimming in a cesspit of their 
own mating ? . 

James Scott 
Mflton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire 


Sir Hamish McRae (22 March) 
argues that commercial compe- 
tition can deliver public health 
and that governments tend to 
make a mess of things, as they 
have done in the case of BSE 
The problem is that what you do 


Sin The division of opinion oh 
the effects of eating beef is noth- 
ing new. . A writer ot the first Eliz- 
abethan era in the Hauen of 
Health (1584) says “Galen . 
affirmeth yt [that] biefe maketh 
grosse blouoe and eugendreth 
melancolie, especially if such as 
does eat it be of melancholy 


Sin Today (reports 22 March) we 
are told that “the more educated 
the household, the less likely it is 
to eat meal”. On the same page 
we leant that the vast majority of 
die Cabinet are unrepentant beef 
eaters. Could this explain the 
state of the nation? 

Kenneth Richardson 
L ondon N7 


Sic The only thing known for cer- 
tain about BSE in cattle is that it 
causes hypochondria in humans. 

BasilDewng 
G reat Malvern, 
Worcestershire 


Sue Lawley, this is your interviewing style 


T here has been criticism recently 
of the way Sue Lawley conducts 
conversations with her guests on 
Desert Island Discs, with some 
people thinking that she adopts loo 
fierce a tone, and other people 
tending to agree with that. In order 
to give her a chance to defend her- 
self, we now bring you this exclusive 
interview with Sue Lawley. con- 
ducted under strict Sue Lawley 
rules. 



MILES KINGTON 


Sue Lawley, you were born on 14 
ily 1946. Did this come as a great 
lock to you? 

B elL in what sense? 

There you were, one moment, a 
ippy liuie embryo in your mothers 
omb, the next moment dragged 
eked and screaming into a world 
lat no one had consulted you about. 
And it was not the idea! world to 
? born into. Europe was war-torn 
id shattered. Rationing was rife, 
ritain was in debt and the Empire 
id cone. Things looked pretty erim. 
Well... 

So. who did you blame? You must 
ive felt outrage at being born into 
ich a depressing world, so who did 
m think should take the responsi- 
bly? The government? The Amer- 
ans? Or was it vour parents? 

No, / ... 


Was there ever a time when you 
felt that one or both of your parents 
should have resigned over this? 

Not particularly, because ... 

Then came the 1950s, Sue Lawley. 
You went to school in Worcester. 
Then came the 1960s. You went to 
Bristol University. The 1950s were 
the era of Elvis Presley and the 
Angry Young Men. The 1960s saw 
the Beatles and the birth of the mod- 
ern era. Yet all you did was go to 
school and university in the 
provinces somewhere between here 
and Wales. Not exactly an exciting 
way in which to pass two crucial 
decades, was it? 

WeU, at that age ... 

At Bristol you studied modem 
languages. Some people would say 
that your subsequent career, in 


which you have publicly spoken 


nothing' but English, was a betrayal 
of vour university teachers - efforts to 


make you a polyglot - even worse, 
a waste of taxpayer s money. 

Oh. I don 't think . .. 

There was. I believe, more than 
one embarrassing incident at Bristol 
University involving you. 

Well if you are thinking ... 

Then you emerged into the 1960s, 
a time when young people finally 
found themselves as a generation, 
and did their own thing, a lime of 
Woodstock and the Rolling Stones 
and drugs and Indian gurus and 
sitars and the Oz trial! 

However, you chose to celebrate 
this decade of freedom and individ- 
ualism by taking c Thomson News- 
papers graduate trainee scheme with 
the Western Mail in Cardiff, then 
going to BBC Plymouth as a junior 
reporter. Hardly a case of doing your 
own thing and letting it a!! hang out. 
some might say. 

Yes, l suppose ... 

You also got married, not once but 
twice. The fact that you got married 
a second time suggests very strongly 
that your first marriage was a failure. 

Yes, it ... 

You must have been devastated at 
the time. 

What time? 

So there you were. Sue Lawley, 
nearing £0 end apparently not mak- 
ing a go of it. You couldn't make up 


your mind about marriage, you 
couldn't make up your mind whether 
you were a journalist or broad- 
caster, an interviewer or reporter. 
Then out of the blue in 1988 you 
were offered Desert Island Discs. 
You must have thought: here’s a 
cushy little billet! 

Oh, no. I ... 

Desert Island Discs had been 


created by Roy Plomley as a friendly 
Id 


haven where he and a guest wouh 
chat amiably about the guest’s life 
and tastes and music. You, however, 
have turned it into something veiY 
different. You have tried to make u 
confrontational If a politician comes 
on, for instance, you find it hard not 
to ask him when be first realised be 
would never be Prime Minister. 

No. I don’t think that’s ... 

You yourself have been known to 
refer to the programme as an inter- 
view or even a cross-questioning. It 
has now got the point where Roy 
Plomley’s widow, Diana, has pubtidy 
expressed uncase over the fierce 
style you have adopted. It must be 
very distressing for you to be dis- 
owned by her. 

No. I ... 

We now come to the Gordon 
Brown affair, over which many 
people felt that you should have 
resigned ... 


Company law stifles enterprise 


Sin John Monks (Letters, 20 
March) makes a point of great 
importance which is un dimin- 


ished by the fact that it is not new. 
In 1973 a 


CBI report on The 
respon si b ili ties of the British pub- 
lic company (the Watkinson 
Report) also underlined the inad- 
equacy of a companv law which 
made shareholders the sole legal 
beneficiaries and stated as a prin- 
of corp o r a te conduct that 


The problem is the ease of 
measurementof the present sole 
legal obligation through a finan- 
cial “bottom line” which allows 
companies to be judged - and 
then bought and sold - amply as 
properties, rather, than being 
regarded a$ dynamic entities 


which exist to provide a product 
afrtably. ' 


cv 


board has to forge closer 
relationships with its employees 
towards a common purpose”. 
The report and its recommenda- 
tions were promptly shelved. ' 
Last year the Royal Society for 
the Encouragement of Arts, Man- 
ufactures and Commerce (RSA) ' 
published the result of an imagi- 
native initiative. Tomorrow's Com-. 
party . which argued that only the 
"inclusive'* company, which effec- 
tively balanced the interests of all 
its stakeholders - employees, cus- 
tomers and community, as well as 
shareholders- would thrive in an 
increasing!)’ competitive world. 
This too is likely to suffer the 
same fate as Whtkinsou unless it 
ispursued with greater vigour and 
wider business support than at 
present appears probable. 


or service profitabfy through the 

harn Wising of h uman, fnian^j a l 

and technological resources. 

Additional measures of per- 
formance therefore need to be 
urgently sought. If companies 
bad . to report on the enhance- 
ment of their human potential 
through investment in skills- and 
training and if company takeovers 
had to honour these obligations, 
which could be simply enforced 
in Jaw, then perceptions and 
actions would begin to change. - 
- Exhortation is not enough. 
Perhaps with the publication of 
the two Competitiveness White 
Papers and their depiction of 
our inadequate industrial per- 
formance, and with the dimin 


idling party politicisation of both 
* TOC there 


CBI and TUC there may now at 
last be a chance of action. 

Sir Geoffrey Chandler 
L ondon SE10 


Past letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone 
numbed (Fa n 0171-293 2056; e-mmfc ltHmgMq>aJfU> ok) 
Letters may tie edited for length and clarity. 


Sin Wednesday’s timely report by 
the British Youth Council on 

young people is the latest in a line 
of recent research reports. Last 
week’s, by Tr aining and Enter- 
prise Councils, revealed how over 
100,000 young people aged 
between 18 and 20 were f al l i n g 
through the net of educational 
and training opportunities. 

We do not need any more 
research. Action to help them is 
urgent. Such action needs to con- 
cern itself forthe long-term with 
remedying deficiencies in school- 
ing or. training. But .it must also 
find ways of working effectively 
how until those who have 
dropped out M this context, 
modest investment in Britain's 
youth service with its mosaic of 


projects, including tiie Prince’s 
Trust 


, and street-based youth 
workers would do much to lift 
levels- of basic skills, promote 
.social inclusion, and restorehope 
to the young underclass. 

. - Tom Wylie 
• - Leicester 


Boundaries of 
political science 


Sir David GardnerfLetteis, 16 
March), is wrong to assert that the 
study undertaken for the BBC and 
ITN constitutes "the only serious 
independent academic study” of 
die impact of changes to con- 
stituency boundaries. In a paper to 
be published shortly in the British 
Journal of Political Science, we 
employ an alternative approach 
which produces a figure veiy sim- 
flar to that of Dr Mawhinney. 

Interestingly, in the light of 
your earlier report on the battle 
for the Labour nomination in 
Swindon North, that seat provides 
the best example of the scope for 
disagreement. Using local elec- 
tion results.- (the BBC/ITN 
method) suggests a Labour lead 
of almost 1,000; basing the esti- 
mate cm changes to the socio-eco- 
nomic composition of the seat 
(our method) indicates a Con- 
servative majority of over 7,000. 

Estimating the outcome of 
hypothetical contests is an inex- 


act science. 

Professor Ron Johnston 
D r Dave Rossjter 


University oLBristol 
Dr Charles Patite 


University, of Sheffield 


High culture in 

medieval Ireland 


Sin Andrew. Barr (letter 22 
March) suffers- from the same 
cul ” ' 



his English ancestors in the 12th 
centoiy. when they “really did 
believe - that', the -Irish were a 
backward people”;.. . 

Where does he think the Book 
of Kells came from? Coiuid apeo- 
“barejy emerged from the 
“Age" haveproduced it? 

_ _ ore the Anglo-Normans set 
foot in Ireland, that country was 
world renowned as a centre of lit- 
erary, medical and religious stud- 
ies^. Irish monks spread their 
learning throughout Europe and 
the Anglo-Saxon lands. 

Among their serial classes - 
elected kings, -wruiiwcs, priests, 
poets, lawyers and farmers — land 

was held m co mmon and women 
had a Ugh status. Their sophisti- 
cated Brehon laws were morei 
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r ul<il* Kohl’s victory 

The Tories seem more concerned to save the meat industry than voters’ lives. This mis take could prove fatal fi)I* fedGr^llSIH 


T here is only one absolutely safe 
prediction to be made about the 


beef and brain disease attain the 
Government’s attempt to reassure 
the nation will calm do one, and harm 
the Toiycaase. Administers’ carefully- 


.. «VLnuuM| U/ V4U1J 

oix eating beef, win sell barely a sin- 
gle extra pie, rump steak or liver. 

Why? Because, there are too many 
competing interests in 'Whitehall, and 
eveiydne knowsiL The Government’s 
. chosehj>osture on the public health 
' issue has beenthatof a pipe. Stephen 
DorreD stresses the independence of 
the scientific advice and merely passes 
it on. He says, in effect, “I am a con- 
chiiL rhave do views myself.” 

This is an abdication of the tradi- 
tional role of politics, to lead and 
shape opinion. Behaving thin way is 
not bold,' though it is honest and 
rational. But by inaldng this choice, 
Dorrell also ensures that he himself 
will not be listened to. After all, he is 
no authority. He says so himsatf 
He has, of course, a committee of 
scientists who give guarded, provi- 
sional advice, andwho seem uncertain 
about most of the important questions: 
how cows get BSE; bow much of a car- 
cass is affected; whether it realty 
passes bo humans, and, if it does, bow 
many of us mig ht die. They are as near 
• aswe have to an authority, but it is not 
very anthoritative authority, for we 
know that other scientists disagree and 
paint a much more alarming picture. 

Indeed, we may well prefer the 
other scientists, including the ones 
derided dr sacked for their earlier 
“alarmist"’ advice. With the best will 
in the 'world, the government conduit 
for scientific advice is bound to be a 
bit polluted, just as journalism con- 


tains a bias in favour of hysteria, so 
there is, inside government, a bias in 
favour Of reassurance, fanning and 
. business as usual. : . _ . ' 

Dorrctt himself may be focused on 
public health - 1 believe he is- but he 
an d his committees axe surrounded by 
ministers and civil servants with many 
other tilings on their minds, mainlv . 
axis. In cabinet committees and else- 
where they are thinking 'about the 
price of destroying millions of cattle-,, 
pf paying social security, to unem- 
ployed farmworkers, introducing new 
inspection, systems, infuriating the 
forming vote. They are thinking about 
public borrowing, growth forecasts, 
rural feel-good, the reputation of 
MafE, the possibility of legal action. 

These are interesting things to be 
thinking about. But if you are tryin g 
. to discover whether eating goulash win 
punch holes through your brain, then 
they are beside the point. As a con- 
sumer, you badly want advice that isn’t 
distracted by the administrative, finan- 
cial and political nightmare facing the 
Government. 

Yesterday, Labour rammed the min- 
isters' dilemma home by turning the 
crisis party-poIitteaL Harriet Harman, 
Labour’s health front-bencher, fight- 
ing hard for her place on the shadow 
cabinet, made a ferocious assault on 
the bona tides and record of the Con- 
servatives. Dorrell had learned no 
lessons from last week, she told the 
Commons; it was all caused by “dereg- 
ulation fuelled by complacency’’. 

It was crude, unfair and, I expect, 
highly effective. Harman’s savagery 
caused real anger on the lory benches. 
Some shouted “outrageous" and 
sounded, for once, as if they meant ft. 
Sir Patrick Connack attacked the 



ANDREW MARR 


For once the Tories are 
behaving with a woeful 
lack of cynicism 


“urban panic being fomented by the 
benches opposite”. Tony Marlow 
shouted “stupid cow”. Dorrell com- 
plained that Labour was ‘‘ferreting 
around for party political advantage in 
the sewers of politics”. 

I’m not sure whether ferrets bang 
around in sewers, but I do know that 
party advantage was exactly what Har- 
man was lookmg for -and finding. She 
was painting Labour as the party of 
innocent, hamburger-loving children, 
parents, grandparents and so on, and 
the Tories as the party of farming 
barons who bring up cannibal cows in 
sinister rural factories and then howl 
for compensation when things go 
wrong. 

Do we suppose that bad Neil Kin- 
nock won the 1987 genera] election, 
Old England e would have been a 
land of stripping organic cows, in 
which all scientific advice was imme- 
diately published and acted on? We do 
not. Bui .there is enough evidence of 
the dose link between the Conserva- 


tive Party and agriculture for this 
Hannan caricature of the lories as a 
party of vested interests to be 
plausible. 

The Tories hold the vast majority of 
farming constituencies. Wealthy farm- 
ers and landowners don’t only con- 
tribute to party funds; in many places 
they are the heart and spine fas well 
as kidneys, nervous tissue and brains) 
of the local associations. 

In extremis, it is always possible for 
parties to disassociate themselves 
from that kind of core support. But it 
is very difficult and painful, as Labour 
demonstrated during the coalminers' 
strike. 

Tactically, Labour is Hying 10 ensure 
that the Tories stick by their fanning 
friends at the possible expense of the 
rest of us. After all, Tony Blair leads 
one of the most urban parties in 
Europe. He can count- And the Con- 
servatives are tumbling straight into 
the trap. Politically, they haven't 
thought this through. For once they 
are behaving with a woeful lack of cyn- 
icism and ruthlessness. 

For, of all the ways in which the 
BSE crisis can hurt the Conservatives, 
this is the most dangerous. The finan- 
cial cost of widespread destruction of 
cows can always be funded: the effect 
on soda] security and national growth 
would be bad. but not necessarily 
terminal. 

But the idea that the Tories are 
more worried about the price of beef, 
farming incomes and the survival of a 
strong exporting business than the pos- 
sibility of people dying from avoidable 
brain disease, is politically lethal. It is 
0013' one more example, though a dra- 
matic one, of the central message that 
Labour is trying to broadcast the Gov- 


ernment is on the side of vested inter- 
ests, not the common good. Suburban 
Tori’ MPs know this and arc, in private, 
very worried. 

Rightly: these are crucial months for 
the Conservatives. There had been the 
beginnings of political recovery sighted 
in the bowels of polling statistics and 
local council by-elections. Money was 
coming into the economy from matur- 
ing Tessa accounts and building soci- 
ety mergers, with the promise of 
Budget largesse to come. The Con- 
servative press was returning to the 
fold. 

What the Government badly 
needed was a slow build-up of support 
into the summer. Wbal they badly 
didn't need was the discovery by some 
scientists in Edinburgh of strange, flo- 
ral designs in the brains of dead 
teenagers. 

But they got it. Increasingly, to gov- 
ern is to react, as well as to choose. In 
this case, ministers have chosen 
wrongly. Because of their connection 
with farming and (he food lobby, they 
were never going to be an effective 
source of public reassurance where sci- 
entists were divided^ 

Politically, the reaction would have 
been better had Dorrell invited those 
scientists and farmers formerly 
derided as scaremongers to join his 
committees; and sard some brutal 
things about being uninterested in Lhc 
economies of the fanning crisis; and 
concluded that, however remote the 
risk, be wouldn't advise children lo eat 
hamburgers. But the overall tone of 
yesterday’s statements was. once 
a g ain, a quavering appeal for calm. I 
have a feeling that this is going to turn 
out almost as badty for Conservatives j 
as for cows. 


•? What are we to do when both scientists and politicians refuse to take responsibility for the 
risks to human life brought about by technological advancement, asks Ulrich Beck 


go wrong 


T he admission by ministers of a possible link 
between mad cow disease and human death 


; -X between mad cow disease and human death 
confirms the emergence of a Dew-type of polit- 
ical society: I call iL tbe“risksoriety”. 

Neglecting risks is one of the .most effective - 
ways of reinforcing them. When potitfdans are 
forced, finally, to acknowle dge a new risk fac- 
mgsociety, their Q^Tjfl^breaksdb^'aiKJthe' ’ 
consequences of the original admission explode. 

; That is What is happening now in' Britain. The 

panic the British public is e^erienang about the 
risk of their contracting a strange new disease 
illustrates the poin t that behind the wall of igno- 
rance fear of danger runs wfld. 

Thfr'veiy act of establishing a cause of a risk 
- such as that between BSE and OD - throws 
into relief therole of businesses, scientists and 
government ministers; It places them m the fir- 
ing line of public accusation for taking respon- 
sibility for what has happened. Where they 
choose to fix the acceptable levels of risk 
' (should primary schoolchildren eat or hot eat 
beef?) directly influences the Dumber of possi- 
ble victims of the new threat 
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-■ Politicians can no longer 
* rely tin scientific experts 
d to deliver answers:.'.' 


What on the face of it appeared to be.unpo- 
a litical - how we produce and consume beef- 
s: becomes political Suddenly, politicians extend 
** their rule into the spheres ofeconcwmcs and bus-; 


exposure, many interest groups have voices that 
r force themselves on to the public agenda; “inno- 
' cent” fanners woncy about collapsing markets for 

■ their output and the instant devaluation of the 
> 1 cap ital of their industry, which now must face 
' tougher, tighter bureaucratic regulation. Corir 
. sumecs "worry about their safety, but also about 
‘ how'the mammoth costs are to be shouldered; 

At the heart ofthe politics of this risk society 
is the relationship between politics and science. 
‘Politicians can no. longer rety on scientific 
•* experts to deliver answers. And, if you ask who 

■ is responsible forexeating and ma n a ging risks,' 
J _ the reply is “nobody”. We live in a state of organ- 
'■'iscd irresponsibility. - 

In 1 case, of risk conffictSj politiciam can iio 

* longer rety on experts to adjudicate. Let’s take 

■ the case of Shell’s plans to dispose of the Brent 
Spar off ' platform Iasi summer. There was a 
tremendoasptibKc dispute about which wasthe 
more risky "option environmentally, to. dispose 
of the platform on land, as die “greens” wanted, 
or at sea. as the company wanted An agreement 

1 had previously been reached with government, 
- experts arid managers to go for dumping at sea, 
. - and that was the optimal solution for Shell itself. 

• But when' the company tried to implement it, the 
' market for Shell products threatened to collapse. 



what is going on in technological development. 
Most MPs get their information about techno- 
logical developments through the media. Polit- 
ical influence on the goals of technological devel- 
opment remains secondary, indirect. 

No votes are taken in Parliament on the 
employment and development of microelec- 
tronics. genetic technology or the like. This divi- 
sion of power over technology leaves industries 
with the primary decision-making power but 
often without taking responsibility for the risks 
in the public domain. Instead, politicians are 
assigned the task of democratically legitimising 
decisions they have not realty taken and don't 
know much about. 

Take the Sea Empress as an example. Lord 
Goschen. the hapless shipping minister, turned 
up on television and tried to inform the public 
about what was happening and to take respon- 
sibility. But what was his role? He wasn’t the har- 
bour master, he wasn't the captain; he wasn’t the 
owner of the ship; he wasn't one of the local vic- 
tims; he wasn’t even the Chinese cook who tried 
to solve the language problems. He was only pre- 




This issue of who takes 
responsibility is important 
after privatisation 


Gambling With our future? 


Photograph: 


especially in continental Europe, and Green- 
peace succeeded in getting Shell to dispose of 
. the rig on land. AH the scientific argument in 
favour of dumping at sea was defeated by a con- 
sumer boycott The lesson is that industries and 
politicians cannot rely on scientific experts to 
adjudicate in conflicts over relative risks. 

This is because there are always competing 

groups, andtfiey each defnmrisks differently. 
' Experts can only supply factual information and 
are never able to draw the line between accept- 
able and unacceptable risks. That is a job for oth- 
ers, mainty politicians, but not for scientists. If 
politicians just implement scientific advice, they 
get caught in The mistakes and shifting stages of 
scientific knowledge. 

So at one moment a minister has to declare 
that British beef is safe and public concern is 
“irrational”. On another day, when science has 
changed its view, the same minister has to admit 


that he exposed the nation to danger. In the risk 
society, politics and morality must be given pri- 
ority over shifting scientific reasoning. 

The fact is that, other than in (he extreme case 
of midear power, the political system does not 
make direct decisions about the kind of technol- 
ogy we use; not how to produce beet nor whether 
to engineer tomatoes genetically, nor how to wrap 
food. The political system can regulate the work- 
ings of industry, but it cannot control (hem. On 
the other hand, if anything goes wrong, political 
institutions are made responsible. Politicians have 
to fake responsibility for threats and conse- 
quences they know nothing about 

Business possesses a double advantage in rela- 
tion to Parliament and the state: it has a virtual 
monopoly of knowledge about technology and 
its side effects and it is virtually autonomous in 
the way it makes investment decisions to apply 
that technology. That leaves politicians in a had 
position. They must struggle to catch up with 


renting second-hand information about decisions 
he didn’t take part in. Why didn't the owner of 
the tanker show up? Why did nobody ask what 
his responsibilities were? 

In the case of accidents of this kind, politicians 
haw to legitimise and take responsibility for 
derisions which have been taken elsewhere. This 
issue of who takes responsibility is important 
after privatisation. What happens to the safety 
standards on privatised railways? Does the state 
ever get rid of its responsibility in the eyes of the 
public? 

We are in danger of creating a situation where 
alarmingly large risks are nobody’s responsibil- 
ity. Neuro-technologies and genetic engineering 
are reshaping the laws that govern the human 
mind and life. Who is doing this? Politicians say 
they are not in charge: they at most regulate 
developments. Scientific experts say they are 
merely creating technological opportunities but 
not deriding how they are taken up. Businesses 
say they are just responding to consumer 
demand 

Risk politics resembles the “nobody’s rule” 
that Hannah Arendt tells us is the most tyran- 
nical of all forms of power because under it 
nobody can be held responsible. Our society has 
become a laboratory with nobody responsible for 
the outcome of the experiment 


The writer is the keynote speaker at an Institute of 
Public Policy Research Conference today. 'Politics 
of Risk Society’. His book 'Risk Society: towards 
a new modernity' is published by Sage ( 1992). 


TAKE A CHANCE AND TEST YOUR SKILL AT ASSESSING THE RISKS OF EVERYDAY LIFE 
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' people whoeikfed up m hospital as a result of accidents involv- 
-'i-' tog various dangeioiis items; Rank the following in order of 


^Vbtch is most dangerous:^ fanokfagTG cigarettes a day for 

■I''— ■ 


ifome- 


scfredpledaigfct; 

OK registered 

* f CteutzfehfeJaiob disease? a) 


areyoa;tiipst l&ety to suffer a fatal accident? a) at 

: -£ 7- Yba me an - average maSnjed adult. Which is most likely to 
/hgrpeniCLjou fa the nesr year? a) injury- fo a road accident; 

8..Wmdioftlmfoiflovwng has not .been recorded as a cause 
iff death, somewhere intheworld. so far in the past year? a) 
. ’ drawumgjtfabowTof sauerkraut; bjfratfurcd skulLby a falling 
; tortoise; -e) JuHed . white sunbathing by a swimming pool by a 
' ' petsOn fafimgfroni a boteTwindot^d) acute nicotine poisoning 
■’"-after anofang iOff cigarettes at a sitting for a bet . 


Answers: 

L In decreasing order of danger (deaths per billion pas- 
senger kflometres in brackets); motorbike (103). walking (69), 
bicycle (49), ship (10.1), car (4.5), train (1.0), aircraft (0.2). 

Z c). The other two are about equally likely. 

3. Vkais. 

4. ( With accident rates) wooden spoons 95, mushrooms 14, 

paper-clips S, tea cosies 9. , 

5. Smoking. A 10-dgarette a day person has a 1 in 200 chance 
of dying of smoking-related disease in a single year. 

6. Playing football (I in 25.000 per year). The comparable 
figures are 1 m-26.000 at home and 1 in 43,500 at work. 

7. c) The animal rates are 1 in 100 for car theft, I in 200 for 
road accident, 1 in 350 for divorce. 

' - 8. b) That was bow Aeschylus allegedly died around 456BC 
(the tortoise was dropped tty an eagle), but has not, as far as 
we knew, happened to anyone yet this year. The others 
occurred (a) in Budapest, (c) in Bangkok and (d) in Beijing. 

WUUam Haitston 



The German chancellor’s weekend 
electoral triumph strengthens his 
hand in EU talks, says Imre Karacs 


A rejuvenated Helmut Kohl 
will stride onto the Euro- 


Xxwill stride onto the Euro- 
pean stage this weekend, his 
resolve to force the pace of 
integration stiffened by last 
Sunday's breath-taking triumph 
over the domestic opposition. 

The greatest challenge so 
far to his federalist vision for 
Europe lies in ruins. The Social 

Democrats of the southern 
Land of Baden-Wurtteraberg. 
who bad campaigned against 
European Monetary Union, 
were routed in Sunday's elec- 
tions to the regional assembly. 
Popular SPD leaders also 
plunged to new depths in two 
other stales - Schleswig-Hol- 
stein and Rhineland-Palatmate 

- their supporters seemingly 
dismayed by the national lead- 
ership's erratic course on Eur- 
ope and the economy. 

With that lest out of the 
way, and no major elections 
due until 1998, Mr Kohl is now- 
able broaden his crusade. On 
Friday, the German Chancellor 
will take on the rest of Europe 
at the Inter Governmental 
Conference in Turin, offering 
up the Deutschmark on the 
altar of closer political union. 

Eurosceplics who had 
assumed that the Chancellor 
would be in no position to make 
that bargain must start their cal- 
culations anew. They had taken 
solace in opinion polls high- 
lighting German hostility to 
EMU and indifference lo Euro- 
pean Union institutions. 

Only yesterday, a Europe- 
wide survey published by Focus 
magazine was claiming that a 
mere 38 per cent of Germans 
were in favour of the currency 
that is due lo take over in 1999 

- the same proportion of vol- 
ets as in Britain. That is prob- 
ably a fair reflection of popu- 
lar opinion, yet other polls have 
indicated that a majority of 
Germans believe the Euro will 
be born on lime, and, when 
asked for their choice of the 
midwife, most opt for Helmut 
Kohl. In contrast, the SPD 
enjoys the confidence of a 
pathetic 6 per cent of the pop- 
ulation on this matter. 

The reason for this discrep- 
ancy lies in the SPD's failure to 
confront Mr Kohl’s woolly 
vision with hard economic facts. 
The Social Democrats' national 
chairman, Oskar Lafontaine. 
argues that the Maastricht cri- 
teria for EMU are bound to 
deflate the economies of Eur- 
ope. aggravating a recession 
that has raised unemployment 
in Germany to its highest level 
since the Second World War. 
Because of the SPD campaign 
in Baden-Wurttemberg, Mr 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
were forced to shift the debate 


to the economy. Big business, 
Mr Kohl told election rallies in 
Baden-Wurttemberg, was in 
favour of the Euro. If EMU was 
postponed, he said, speculators 
would “go into the Deutsch- 
mark". boosting its value and 
rendering the country’s export- 
driven industry uncompetitive. 
And that, he said, “would cost 
us hundreds of thousands of 
jobs.” After his success on Sun- 
day. he can rest his case. 

Assuming that Mr Kohl can 
deliver the Euro - those 
bloated French and German 
budget deficits notwithstanding 
- it is certain to come with a bill 
attached. The price was bluntly 
spell out last week by Jurgen 
Stark, State Secretaiy at the 


Kohl’s hardline 
message is aimed at 
France, his closest 
but trickiest ally 


Bonn finance ministry. “Whai 
we expect from our partners is 
that they should also be pre- 
pared for greater European 
integration in areas that are 
sensitive to them. There must 
be parallels in sacrificing sov- 
ereignty.” he said. 

Mr Kohl's government wants 
a common European policy in 
foreign affairs, defence, the 
legal and internal domains, asy- 
lum , and in the fight against 
organised crime. “Put it simply: 
we will only pay our police in 
Euros when they are allowed to 
operate across borders in 
Europe,” Mr Stark wanted. 

This hardline message is 
aimed at France, Germany's 
closest - but also trickiest - ally. 
Implicit in the deal to sell out 
the Deutschmark, which 
France wants much more than 
Germany, is French support 
for Bonn's goals. Paris is not 
keen on German policemen 
loitering on the Champs-Elysee 
and would rather fudge on the 
other items on Mr Kohl's shop- 
ping list, particularly the EU's 
eastward expansion". 

Mr Kohl and President 
Jacques Chirac stand shoulder 
to shoulder on extending 
majority voting in the commu- 
nity, and on their desire not to 
allow Britain to sabotage pro- 
gress. Bui their agendas are so 
different that the British Gov- 
ernment will have plenty of 
opportunity to exploit divisions. 
In Turin's treacherous atmos- 
phere. Germany’s master tac- 
tician will need to be at his 
sharpest to score another 
famous victory against the odds. 
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Our rate 
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lowest ever" 
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Halifax pays 
£ 800 m for 
Clerical Medical 
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CITV & BUSINESS EDITOR: JEREMV WAR NEK 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

The Halifax. Britain's biggest 
building society, bought the life 

insurance mutual Cerical Med- 
ical for fSOOm yesterday, sig- 
nalling its determination to 
become a broadly based financial 
services group before converting 
to a bank next year. The acqui- 
siti> m ends months of speculation 
about Clerical Medical, one of a 
large group n! middle-sized life 
offices which are reeling under 
the pressures for consolidation 
sleeping the sector. 

Some 625.000 Clerical Med- 
ical members will gel £1 11m of 
special bonuses added to their 
policies plus an allocation of 
£J60m to increase with-profits 
asset shares which will boost 
subsequent bonus calculations. 

Clerical Medical policy hold- 
ers must have taken out a with- 
profits policy by midnight 22 
March, and niust’hold it until the 
deal is completed, which Ls ex- 
pected to be the end of this year. 
For the holder of a typical 
£3v>.tJtA» with-profits endowment 
policy which has been in force 
for 15 years, the special bonus 
will amount to £2,172. 


The Halifax had to beat off 
strong competition from .Abbey 
National. NatWest Group and 
Sun Alliance to clinch the deal 
with what analysts regarded as 
a full price. But the push into 
the life insurance sector was re- 
garded as making sound strate- 
gic sense. "Halifax has 17 
million customers, almost none 
of whom buy long-term savings 
products with the Halifax 
brand- It is very slanted towards 
the short-term savings market 
and wants to get a more even 
spread of business." said Hugh 
Pve. analyst at BZW. 

John Foulds. chairman of the 
Halifax, which reports its 1995 
results today, said the purchase 
offered “excellent opportuni- 
ties’* for the converting building 
society's aim of being the 
“biggest and best personal fi- 
nancial services business in the 
UK". He expressed confidence 
that the “acquisition will enhance 
the comings of the Halifax and 
therefore the value of shares to 
he distributed to members upon 
notation in 1997“. Mr Foulds 
said it is “very unlikely we shall 
make another major acquisi- 
tion before converting to a pic”. 

The acquisition of Clerical 



Mutual interests: (clockwise from top left) Mike Blackburn, 
chief executive, and James Crosby, managing director of 
Halifax; Michael Hamilton, chairman of Clerical Medical; 
and his colleague Robert Walther, group chief executive 


Medical brings a well-known in- 
surance brand name to Halifax, 
a s well its strong presence 
among Independent Financial 
Advisers, which is the one dis- 
tribution channel where Halifax 
is absent “This is an important 
gap which will be filled by the 
deal,” Mr Foulds said. 

In common with many other 
big banks, building societies 
and general insurers, Halifax has 
been keen to buy into the life 
and pensions market because it 
believes that, despite the current 
difficulties, it offers considerable 
long-term growth potential. 

The combination of an age- 
ing population and pressures to 
reduce welfare spending is plac- 
ing greater demands on per- 
sonal saving and investment. 
“Having had a great run on 
home ownership over the past 
30 years, the balance is switch- 
ing back from mortgages to 
thrift, in the shape of sophisti- 
cated savings and investment 
products. Clerical Medical gives 
us another distribution channel 
for this." Mr Foulds said. 

Clerical Medical said it con- 
tacted 40 potential buyers last 
summer after a strategic review 
concluded that its best option 
was to give up its 170-years in- 
dependence and seek a strong 
parent. “When we looked 
ahead and endeavoured to see 
what we needed to support 
members' interests, we were 
concerned that at some point in 
the future we may be con- 
strained by lack of capital,” 
said Michael Hamilton, Cleri- 
cal Medical's chairman. 

Halifax was eventually se- 
lected because, he said: “in fi- 
nancial terms its offer was the 
most attractive, and it also em- 
braced a cultural heritage in 
tune with our own.” The in- 
surer. which will become a sub- 
sidiary of a newly formed 
Halifax holding company, will 
retain its own identity and be 
renamed Clerical Medical In- 
vestment Group. It will retain 
its top management, and Hal- 
ifax said it expected no redun- 
dancies as a direct result of the 
deal. 

More mutual life company 
acquisitions are expected in 
the market, with Friends Prov- 
ident and Scottish Amicable 
among the most likely targets. 
“I think over the next two years, 
eight or nine mutuals will want 
to be pics or part of pics." said 
Stephen Dias, analyst at Gold- 
man Sachs. 

Clerical Medical policy- 
holders will vote on the pro- 
posed deal at an EGM in June. 

Comment, page 17 
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Banking turmoil: Pay and jobs protests by Barclays staff last summer were not the end 
of the matter, with more cuts announced yesterday Photograph: Edward Sykes 


i .KjMfT BSENHAMMER 
Financial Editor 

. Barclays Bank announced the 
loss at a further 1,000 jobs 
yesterday, less than a monthaf- 
‘ ter the high street dearer post- 
ed more than £2bri of pre-tax 
profits for 1995. The bank Said 
’ the job cols would be voluntary, 
.with Staff invited to take part in 
an“eady leavers scheme”. . 

. The news sparkedan inim e- 
diate protest from- both the 
Banking, Ins urance and. 
Finance Union (BDFtij and, 
the Barclays' staff association. - 
UNIFL “This announcement 
comes only a week after the 
bank told 500 staff in its na- 
tionwide network or regional pf- 
. fires and 450kxaflyemptoye^ 
-cleaners that there, was no 
longer any future for the m in 
Barclays Bank,” said UNIFI. 
which Haim* to represent more 
than two-thirds of the bank’s 
workforce. . . r ; 

It said that the worst affect- 
ed areas would be in London 
and the surrounding area as wdl 
as South-east an d North-east 
id. 

;said the cuts are part 
of a continuing rpolky of cost 
-control and; rationalisation 
which has so far led. to 18,560 
jobs being lost at the bank over 
the last five years. ?*Tbe nature 
of jobs wiH continue -to change 
within the banking industry for 
the foreseeable future' as we 
continue to concentrate on cus- 
tomer service foies,” said :a 
bank spokesman. Tie added: 
“We hope the early leavers 
scheme will prove attractive 
and stress that job losses, will be 
completely voluntary.” 

BIFU, tne banking union, ac- 
cused Barclays ofgettingridof 


some of its more experienced 
staff It said the redundancy pro- - • 
gr amm e will remove 647 senior 

clerical staffby 26 July and 361 
managers by the end of the year. 

l i*Tbese are the people, the 
tout- and customers can fll- 
afford to lose,” said Rob Mac- 
- Gregor, assistant secretary of 
BIFU. “We’re talking of some 
of the most experienced man- 
agers and clerical staff left in 
Barclays.” . 

BIFU has warned that alto- 
gether 10,000 more jobs could * 
go at Barclays by the end of the 
decade, on icy of the higher fig- 
ure of 21,000 that, it claims 

have already gone since 1991. 

Andrew - Buxton, Barclays’ 
chairman, recently said the 
unio n Halm of 10.000 future 
losses “maybe a reasonable «s- 
; timateof the trendarertire next 
five years”. . . 

The cutsat Barclays-are part 
of a broad trend .across the 
banking and retail financial 
service* sector generally, as 
fierce competition puts a pre- 
mium on reducing costs, while 
radical advances in new tech- 
nology are dispensing with 
many of the services tradition- 
ally done by staff members. 

Staff numbers across the 
banking industry were already 
20 per cent down to 290,000 at 
the beginning otlast year from 
the peak of 350.000 in 1989. . 
There are suggestions from the 
likes of. SirBriah Pitman, chair- ■ 

manof Lioyds Bank, that a far- 
ther:® per cent will be lest by ... 
the turn of-the ceatuxy. , • . ' 

-■ -Bur the pace of cuts is slow- . 

mg from die massive shake-out' ... .. 
in the early years of the : , 
Nineties, when the banks tried _, V . 
to counter, the worst effects of _ 
the recession by slashing costs. ,.-, - 
’ ■ ' 
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Securicor revamp 


MARY FAGAN 
and NIGEL COPE 

Securicor. the security and Cell- 
net communications group, yes- 
terday announced it was to 
sweep away hs archaic multi-tier 
voting structure in a move that 
immediately fuelled specula- 
tion that the company was in- 
tent on selling its 40 per cent 
stake in Cellnet, the mobile tele- 
phone operator. 

Securicor will combine its 
twin company. Security Ser- 
vices, in which it owns a 51 per 
cent stake, into one holding 
company called Securicor. It is 
scrapping its three different 


classes of shares, with the 
trustees of the original founders 
surrendering control. 

The move pleased the City 
and Securicor v £ shares moved 
200p higher at £18.05. One an- 
alyst said: “It’s long overdue and 
people have been looking for a 
simplification for some time. 
The company has been over- 
complicated." 

Another said: “It will make 
the stock more liquid and the 
company easier to understand. 
A lot of institutions refuse to 
buy shares in companies with 
two- tier voting structures.” 

The City immediately start- 
ed to speculate on the implica- 



^pns tOTjSecqdwr s Cellnet 
stake; Tne Government last 
year blocked an attempt by Se- 
curicor to sell the Cellnet stake 
to BT which already has a 60 
per cent holding, by refusing “at 
present” to lift the ban on BT 
taking 10Q per cent of the mev 
bile company. - 

However, Sir Pieter Bonfichl' 
BTs new chief executive, -is; 
known to be keen to achieve foil 
ownership. With competition in- 
creasing and the Orange flota- 
tion proving popular it is 
popssible that the DTI might 
change its mind. There is also 
a view that a Labour govern- 
ment wouid ’ look more 


favourably on the move, which 
BT has piusued since 198L 

City analysts believe that BT 
would have to pay about £1.5bn 
•for Cellnet, which accounts for 
about 70 per cent of Securicor's 
profits. When the sale was pre- 
vented last year Securicor said 
that it would not rule out dis- 
posal to a third party or “some 
sort of flotation”. 

The group said yesterday 
that no discussions arc taking 
place with BT or any other po- 
tential buyer and that “the di- 
rectors bebeve that the interests 
of shareholders wifl be best 
served by retaining the Cellnet 
stake for the present”. Hewev- 


■ 

■ 1 1 
, -.r, • 


,ex; it added: “Nevertheless, all . . 
options will be kept under re-, 
.view.^. 

Undertbe terms of the deal, 7 .’ - 
600 million new shares will be 
created with Securicor share- 
holders owning 65.4 per cent 
and Security Services share- ,.‘“w 
holders the remainder. 
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mence in June. 


Philips shares plunge 
after profits warning 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Shares in Philips, the Dutch elec- 
tronics giant, plunged 1 1 per 
cent yesterday after its president 
Jan Tlmmer, gave an unex- 
pected profits warning at the 
company's annual meeting. 

He said profits in the first 
quarter will he substantially be- 
low those a year ago because of 
a weak consumer electronics 
market and lower demand from 
the personal computer industry . 

The warning reinforces gloom 
ab<»u1 the prospects for Euro- 
pean economies this year. It 
came after a year of buoyant 
profits in which Philips ap- 
peared finally to have pul 
behind it the financial problems 

and heavy job losses of the ear- 
ly 199Hs. Philips shares fell 7.2 
guilders to 59 guilders (£23 j in 
heavy trading. 

Analwts said this was not the 


sum of a repeat performance of 
earlier troubles. But they were 
surprised hv the need to put out 
a formal warning, which indi- 
cated that the likely fall in first 
quarter profits could be much 
larger than the market has ex- 
pected. 

Michael Molenaar of 
Thcodoor Gilissen said market 
conditions, particularly in 
Europe, looked lough. “If you 
look at prices in the shops, 
they're underpressure and the 
German economy is still weak. 
It’s going to be very difficult to 
turn things around." he said. 

Philips denied that the warn- 
ing could be related to the 
Grundig subsidiary, whose re- 
structuring is costing 3.000 jobs 
and heavy provisions, which 
have already been announced. 

The impact of falling de- 
mand could spread lo the UK. 
where Philips makes electron- 
ic components, but company 


sources said there was no rea- 
son to see this as leading to job 
losses. 

MrTimmersaid: “Net income 
from normal business operations 
in the first quarter of 1996 will 
be substantially below the ex- 
cellent first quarter of 1995. 

“The shortfall is mainly 
caused by the continuing weak 
market conditions for consumer 
electronics in Europe and the 
USA. Moreover, lower demand 
from the PC industry is nega- 
tively affecting the profitabili- 
ty of PC monitors and 
se tniconductors." 

Philips said that it planned to 
do everything possible to avoid 
a fail in earnings for the whole 
of 1996. Net profit was 544m 
guilders (£2 14m) in the first 
quarter of 1995 and 2.6&bn 
guilders for the whole of last 
year. 

“First -quarter profit from or- 
dinary operations could be as 



Shortfall: Philips chairman 
Jan Timmer 

low as 300-35Gm guilders.” 
compared with 544 ran a year 
earlier, said Edward Flick, an 
analyst at Rabo Effecthank. 

He added: “Things are evi- 
dently going badly. I was par- 
ticularly surprised by the gravity 
of their fail-year statement, and 
also by their comments regard- 
ing the semiconductor business 
- it was fairly well understood 
that the consumer electronics 
market was weak. 

Eric de Graaf of 1NG Bar- 
ings said “A substantial drop 
generally means in the order of 
30-45 per cent." 


Review fuels jobs fear 
at ‘Financial Times* 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

Fears of job cuts of as much as 
10 per cent at the Financial 
Times yesterday prompted a 
promise by the newspaper’s 
editor. Richard Lambert, that 
any staffing changes would not 
“damage the quality of the 
newspaper”, and that fall details 
of any redundancy programme 
would be announced by next 
week at the latest. 

A full-scale review of costs 
and editorial systems at the 
venerable financial title is near- 
ing completion, and is expect- 
ed to yield radical prescriptions 
about staffing, budget systems 
and other management issues. 
The review has been dubbed 
Century Bold, the name of a 
newspaper typeface, to reflect 
its scope and range. 

The Financial Tuna chapel 
(branch ) of the National Union 
of Journalists last week sus- 


pended the involvement .of 
Century Bold working groups, 
pending clarification from the 
company about redundancies ' 
In a letter' to staff. Mr Lam- 



redundancies, but promised that 
any job cuts would be achieved 
through voluntary departures, 
“as far as possible”. 

Mr Larcberi insisted there 
were no plans for job cuts on a 
“crude top-down basis". Last 
night he defended the review, be- 
ing undertaken at the direction 
of Stephen Hill, the paper’s 
new chief executive, saying “a lot 
of good ideas have come out". 
He stressed that “nothing had 
been decided.” and that any ru- 
mours of III per cent cute had 
come “out of the sky The pa- 
per. one of Lbc most highly 
staffed nationals, has been wide- 
ly expected u» fotiow other news- 
papers in announcing job cuts. 
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STOCK MARKETS 
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‘For. Clerical's 
625,0(MWTtlvprofits 
policyhofders, ; the \ 
bonus arid prospect of 
enhanced .inyestirient 
perform^ce.prbtrably 
make- this deal an 
accepteple one’ 


/Clerical Medical is no doubt a good 
V-xfor Halifax as it prepares for flotation 
on the stock market next year, but is it, even 
at a pricey £800m, such a good one for Cler- 
ical Medical’s policyholders, the company’s 
present “owners’*? 

Their immediate benefit is only £11 im 
paid out in the form of special bonuses, plus 
ah allocation of £160m to increase the ulti- 
mate value of their policies. The rest of the 
money goes into the long term with-profits 
fluid and to provide a core of shareholders* 
capital. Are not the present generation of 
policyholders being sold out for too «m*n 
a price? 

Don’t be ridiculous, insists Robert 
Wahher, Clerical Medical’s chief executive. 
inie. the with-profits fund could have been 
closed and progressively run down, leaving 
all the 18 00m for eventual distribution 
among policy holders, but the tax and 
other implications are horrendous. The 
proposals as put have been checked out by 
independent advisers and all are agreed that 
this is a deal in the best interests of policy- 
holders.' 

The argument in favour of the deal lies 
largely in the greater investment freedom 
added capital lends to the fund. This in turn 
will enhance investment performance and 


mutual insurers can no longer go it alone 


hence the eventual return on policies, 

will also be 


explains Mr Whither. Unit costs 

greatly reduced as a result of the high 
levels of business that are expected to flc 
from the Halifax link up. 


ier 

low 


Halifax is not investing in Clerical Med- 
ical out of altruism alone, however. It 
-expects and wfll get a very hansome return 
on its investment. This is money which oth- 
erwise would have been available to policy 
holders. The arguement thus comes down 
to a quite finely balanced one of whether 
the anticipated higher investment returns 
that spring from the deal outweigh the div- 
idend ih3t must now be paid to H alifax 
But let's give Mr Walther the benefit of 
the doubt All his working life, he has served 
the interests of policyholders and he's 
unlikely to be selling them down the river 
now. in favour of his own aggrandisement 
Like a host of other life mutuals. Cleri- 
cal Medical occupies an increasingly uncom- 
fortable middle ground - squeezed from all 
3frfas,'by bancassurers and big building 
societies. with more powerful distribution 
and resources, by the well-publicised trou- 


bles in the pensions and life insurance busi- 
ness, and the rish 


, — _ — rising costs of compliance with 

tougher regulation and keeping up with IT 
developments. 

Most of these problems can be reduced 
to one word: capita L Clerical Medical, like 
countless other offices which will probably 
go the same way, does not have enough and 
faces ho obvious way of generating iL The 
Halifax, a giant in its own right, has coffers 
full of the stuff. And so do the other big 
banks and insurers which lost out this time 
round, but are still keen to expand in the 
life sector: Abbey National, Nat West Group 


and Sun Alliance, to name but a few. Cler- 
ical Medical plugs a big gap in Halifax's net- 
work, the IFA market, and brings it known- 
brand insurance products. Clerical is 
convinced it has extracted more than a good 
price for its independence. 

On the other hand, it should not stretch 
the Halifax team’s skills to make this deal 
revenue-enhancing from the word go. For 
Clerical's 625,000 with-profits policy hold - 
ers, the bonus and prospect of enhanced 
investment performance in the years to 
come, probably make this deal an accept- 
able one. 


But is he prepared to rock the boat in his 
desire for greater shareholder value? The 
answ er is probably noL despite the recent 
flurry of speculation along these lines. The 


last thing that M. Arnault wants is a proxy 
ith 


Bernard Arnault should 
simply be patient 


W hat does Bernard Arnault, chairman 
of Ranee's LVMH, really’ want out of 
his 21 per cent shareholding lq Guinness? 
Plainly he is unhappy with the present 
situation, which has seen Guinness's share 
price underperform the rest of the stock 
market very substantially over the last five 
years, a process which has been enhanced 
in M. .Arnault's case by the rapid appreci- 
ation of the French franc - he gets far fewer 
francs for his pounds than he used lo. 

Furthermore, having nearly £2bn pas- 
sively locked up in Guinness at a time when 
his Louis Vuitton luxury goods business is 
generating such spectacular returns does 
not look like a very effective use of capital. 


figh t with the rest of the Guinness board, 
which is still largely opposed to any thought 
of demerging or selling the group’s origi- 
nal and other beer interests.' 

M. Arnault is a wry private businessman 
who shuns the limelight. The ■‘cascade" 
structure he uses lo control his business 
empire may be common enough in France, 
but among Anglo-Saxon investors it is 
thought highly controversial. If M. Arnault 
were openly to push for demerger, it would 
(probably rightly) be seen as an attempt to 
gain control of Guinness's branded liquor 
business via the backdoor. So he is not going 
to go public on such a solution. 

But if the demerger proposal were to be 
pul forward by others, he would vote for it 
like a shot. M’. .Arnault is not interested in 
beer, which he sees as a commodity drink 
quite out of sync with his other interests. It 
is in any case a peculiarly un-French drink. 
For choice, M Arnault would like to realise 
his investment in Guinness’s beer interests, 
and reinvest it back in France, while keep- 
ing intact the rest. 

For the time being, however. Anthony 
Greener, the Guinness chairman, won’t 
budge. Eventually, however. Mr Greener 
has to do something more than buy his own 
shares to get his slock price out of the dol- 


drums. M. Arnault doesn't need to engage 
in Napoleonic bravado lo get his way. All 
he has to do is wait. 


Securicor shareholders 
finally surrender 


I ts operating companies might be high tech 
and fashionable enough, bui m other re- 
spects Securicor has remained a Georgian rel- 
ic of a company — three classes of shares plus 
all its main operating companies in a com- 
pletely different quoted group. Most large 
companies abandoned two-tier structures long 
ago, either embarrassed into it by the City 
or forced into it by rebel shareholder. 

The controlling shareholders in this case 
are the trustees of the Erskine family who 
founded the company in 1923. The war may 
have been over long ago for everyone else, 
but this family has continued to hold out. 
Strangely, the eventual price of surrender 
is not a high one. The family gets more 
shares in return for surrendering its power- 
ful voting block, but not as many as you 
might think. 

Never mind though. So pleased was the 
City that ail classes of share went up, leav- 
ing the family substantially richer. Having 
unlocked some value with this capital restruc- 
turing, the one remaining buried treasure is 
the Cellnet stake. Securicor can only realis- 
tically sell to BT a deal which the DTI will 
not sanction. Yet 



MAGNUS GRIMOND 



Incbcape, the world’s largest 
motor distributor, yesterday at- 
tempted to draw a line under its 
troubled past fcy slashing the div- 
idend, removing its chief exec- 
utive and announcing huge 
write-offs and the: disposal of 
peripheral businesses. - “ ' 
Sir Cotin Marshall, the chair- 
who is seen as having 
:n the shake-up at the 
sup. said be was cautiously 
optimistic that I99tr ^ a whole 
should show an upturn, m the 
group's fortunes after- three 
years when a soaring yen. and 
tough markets have played 
havoc with sales of the group's 
mainly Japanese-built cars. 
Incbcape would focus on be- 
coming an international distri- 
bution group, he added. 

The market, already braced 
for bad news, breathed a huge 
sigh of relief that the bloodbath 
was not worse and the shares 


rose lOp to 272p. 

t dividend i 



The final dividend is cut from 
9p to 4 p, reducing the total for 
the year from 15p to lOp. Sir 
Cblnt said this lewd was deemed 
appropriate, given the sharp fall 
in profits last year from £228m 
to £17.4m. The aim was for 
earnings per share to coyer tfre 
dividend twice -river, he said 
Last year; earnings slumped 
from 26.4p to J4p, even before 
a £65.2m charge. 

Charles Mackay, chiefexec- 
utive for the- past' six: years, 
steps down with immediate ef- 
fect, to be replaced by Philip 
Cushing, formerly managing 
director of t be group. Mr 
Mackay wifl" remain 'with the 
group as deputy chairman un- 
til the end of Tune to oversee the 
•^Hand-over of responsibilities. 
Currently dna two-year rolling 


contract and paid £380,000 in 
1995, hie is expected to pick up 

- aroand £800,000 on his depar- 
ture, which will include no 
bonus for last year. Mr Cush- 

: mg's salary, of £300,000 last 
year will go up,, but not to the 
former level of Mr Macfcay’s. 

' .. Sir Colin said the derision to 
reduce the number of busi- 
nesses “threw a spotlight on die 
top-heavy position at senior 
management level itself. As a 
consequence of that I reached 
agree mentwith Charles Mack- 
. ay toal he step down as chief ex- 
ecutive."^ -• ", _ 

Inchcapesaid it would sell its 
testing services business, one of 
the world’s largest laboratory 
. testing operations, and is con- 
sidering the demerger of Bain 
Hogg, the UK’s largest retail in- 
surance broker. Last year, the 
group declared its intention of 
floating Bain Hogg after talks 

- to sell the business apparently 
broke down. The group has al- 
ready received expressions of in- 
terest in the testing business. 

No details of the disposals 
were given yesterday, other 
than that they would trice place 
in 1996, but brokers were pen- 


cilling in a value roughly equal 
lover of £235i 


to last year's turnover of 
for testing services and up to 
£3CKkn forth e insurance hroker. 

Profits in the main , motors 
business, which includes one of 
the largest UK mo tor retailers, 
crashed from £148m to £97-4m. 
The main problem was in the 
import and distribution opera- 
tion, where heavy marketing ex- 
penditure was required to stem 
tbe loss'of market share by the 
group’s Japanese marques. Mr 
Cushing said UK volumes had 
been at record levels and 
Greece was ahead. 

Investment column, page 18 


Guinness: the morning after the night before 


280> 


rShare price relative 
tcMnarkat (rebased) 


-- -- 


The hangover 


Buying the booze 




1986: Guinness 
'acquires Distillers, the 
Johnnie W&lker to 
Gordon’s spirits group. 
. illegally supporting its 
own share price in the 
process. Ernest 
Saunders is ousted, 
after toe corporate 
scandal. He is 
replaced by Anthony 
.Tennant from 
GrandMet, who forges 
cross-shareholding 
links with LVMH. the 
- French luxury products 
group. '. . 


The link with LVMH is partly 
unwound in January 1994 as 
Guinness swaps a number of 
shareholdings in Bernard 
Arnault companies for a 38 
per cent direct stake in Moet 
• Hennessy, the French group’s 
drinks arm. Profits continue to 


- . stagnate, leading to 
increasing calls for 
shareholder value to be 
realised. A £463 m share- 
buyback is announced in 
March 1996. Demerger 
rumours persist 





Break-up pressure on Guinness eases 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor . 




Sharper focus: Sir. Colin Marshall is cautiously 
optimistic about an upturn hi the group's fortunes 


The pressure on Guinness to 
demerge its brewing and spirits 
divisions eased yesterday as an- 
alysts questioned the value of 
the proposed unbundling. 
Sources close to the company's 
largest shareholder, Bernard 
Arnault of LVMH, also moved 
to downplay suggestions be was 
pushing for a break-up, pouring 
cold water on rumours of a 
boardroom split 
Guinness shares edged high- 
er, dosing 2c up at 468p, as the 
market mulled the break-up 
rumours swirling round the 


drinks sector. GrandMet and 
Allied Domecq. the other large 
players in the spirits industiy, 
are also under pressure to raise 
shareholder value in the face of 
stagnant worldwide demand 
anJ poor share price perfor- 
mance. At GrandMet’s most 
recent annual meeting Lord 
Sheppard, its outgoing chair- 
man, confirmed that the board 
had considered a demerger - 
although it had ultimately re- 
jected the proposal 
Analysis were divided yes- 
terday on the prerise value of 
splitting Guinness’s stout brew- 


ing activity from its Johnnie 
Walker wlus 


ier whisky lo Gordon’s gin 


arm. but most agreed that tbe 
available gains rested to a large 
degree on the bid premium 
the market would certainly at- 
tach to the shares in the newly 
formed companies. 

One analyst, wbo asked not 
lobe named, put a break-up val- 
ue of only 485p on the two busi- 
nesses, barely above the current 
share price. That reflected a 
small premium for the brewing 
division, offset by a discount to 
the market rating for spirits to 
reflect its low growth prospects. 

Alexandra OJdroyd at Mor- 
gan Stanley was more bullish, 
suggesting the underlying val- 
ue of tbe parts could be as high 


as 530p even without a bid pre- 
mium. The brewing side espe- 
cially is thought unlikely to last 
long* as an independent entity 
with its strong global postion al- 
most certain to attract a bidder. 

Guinness yesterday stuck to 
its stated position that there was 
a high degree of synergy be- 
tween the two sides with 
drinkers moving easily between 
both beer and spirits and plen- 
ty of marketing lessons to be 
learnt from each other. 

After a disappointing set of 
full year figures last week, how- 
ever, the company remains 
under pressure to maximise 
shareholder value. As the chart 


shows. Guinness shares have un- 
derperformed the market as a 
whole throughout the 1990s 
after massively outperforming 
other shares in the previous 
decade. 

The fall in value of Bernard 
Arnault's stake has been com- 
pounded by a plunge in the 
value of sterling against the 
French franc. He is. however, 
understood to have no intention 
of reducing his stake in 
Guinness and he made it clear 
last week that he had no quar- 
rel with Tony Greener, the 
Guinness chairman, or doubts 
about the way in which the com- 
pany was being managed. 


Shake-up as Discovery 
Zone fights bankruptcy 


DAVTD USBORNE 

NewVwk 


Discovery Zone, the American 
company that pioneered colour- 
ful indoor play areas for duldren, 
announced yesterday that it was 
seeking bankruptcy protection to 
allow it to repay debts incurred 
by an over-rapid expansion. 

The company, 49 per cent- 
owoed by Viacom, pledged to re- 
main in operation during its 
reorganisation, though some of 
tbe .weakest among its 318 lo- 
cations and 29 franchise opera- 
tions in the US and Europe 
would be closed. 

JDiscoveiy Zone has estab- 
lished itself as the leading brand 


in what has been a swiftly ex- 
panding industiy, providing large 
indoor spaces Sled with jungle- 
gyms, tube-mazes, ball-filled 
pools and other amusements for 
children. Many also offer facil- 
ities for birthday parties. 

As part of the reorganisation. 
Sumner Redstone, chairman of 
Viacom, wiB step down firm tbe 
Discovery Zone board along 
with another Viacom executive. 
Donna Moore, once president of 
Laura Ashley’s North American 
operations, has been promoted 
to chief executive. 

“Discovery Zone is a viable 
concept, and we have an op- 
portunity to revitalise our oper- 
ations with new marketing 


programmes and entertainment 
concepts,” Ms Moore said yes- 
terday. The reorganisation 
should “address tbe problems 
caused by the company’s rapid 
expansion and pul it on a 
stronger financial footing”. 

According to filings with the 
US Bankruptcy Court in Dela- 
ware. Discovery Zone had assets 
of $164.4m (£106rn) compared 
with $366-2m in liabilities. The 
digest of its creditors is toe Bank 
of New York. 

As well as dosing some lo- 
cations, Discovery Zone, which 
is based in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, will seek to reduce the 
costs of its leases on existing 
locations. 



F&SSEU. HOTTEN 


year was to invest, in existing 


Forth Ruts. the. fast-growing 
privatised ports operator, has 
put expansion plans on hold 
white it integrates recent ac- 
quisitions - of. operations at 
Tilbinyand Dundee. 

.Although Forth sa id a would 
keep-a watch on the sell -off of 
Tyne non, the. company has 
ruled out a bid for tbe Ron of 
Dover and said its priority, this 


operations. 

Forth yesterdayunveiled an 

, ... .C*I- frnrr 


nual pre-tax profits up from 
r results that 


£13.9m to £15 3m, . — 

were ahead of City expectations. 
The acquisition of Tflbury for 
£12 lm m October, combined 
with the £8-5m acquisition of 
Peal of Dundee in November, 
helped lift total group tonnage 
ai Forth to 4S.7 million tonnes 
from 44.4 million in 1994. 


.Alistair Fleming, who took 
over as chief executive last 
month, said the planned devel- 
opment of Tflbuiy would mean 
an increase inlhe throughput in 
its core port operations this 
year. “Wesee a lot of upside at 
Tilbuiy. I expect to see the mo- 
mentum of volume growth con- 
tinue,” Mr Fleming said. 

~ The current year would be 
one of consolidation, he said. 

The Port ofTyne is said to be 


the best of the next group of port 
operations to be privatised, but 
Forth appears unlikely to be 
among the bidders, “Wfe would 
amply look at Tyne, because we 
would look at any port coming 
totfemarfceCthe company said- 
investing in facilities to win 
new business was the priority. 
The transfer of the container 
businesses of Geest and Bell to 
Tilbury from 1 May would see 
a “very substantiaT increase in 


container volume at the port 
this year. 

Forth is part of a consortium, 
with Scottish Power, Babcock, 
and Royal Bank of Scotland, 
bidding for the port at Rosyth. 
the former Royal Navy base. 

Negotiations were going well 
the company said. “Most issues 
are now resolved and we expect 
the process to be concluded 
some time in the third-quarter 
of the year.” 


In Brief 


• Lucas Industries, which yesterday announced new orders worth 
£650m, may team up with a French company to make a bid for 
a £5 00m slice of the country's car parts company Valeo. French 
car makers warned that Valeo should not fall under foreign con- 
trol when it emerged that 28 per cent of the company was for 
sale. France’s Le Monde newspaper reported that Lucas is talk- 
ing to SAGEM about a joint bid. Meanwhile. Lucas has won or- 
ders from Ford, Renault and Fiat lo supply a new diesel fuel pump 
over tbe next five years. 


• Institutional investment declined to£123bn in the final quar- 
ter of 1995, from £l4.1bn the previous quarter. The drop was due 
mainly to a fall in net investment in short-term assets and over- 
seas securities. Investment in gilts jumped from £2_5bn to 
£4.2bn. The quarterly changes reversed the pattern for the full 
year. Total net investment by institutions in 1995 was £44.7bn, 
down from £525bn in 1994. For the year as a whole, investment 
in gills and UK company securities was sharply lower, down to 
£14.7bn from £20.9bn and £5 Jbn from £2l.2bn respectively. In- 
vestment in short-term assets rose to £11.6bn from £3.1bn and 
in overseas securities from £3.4bn to £8.1bn. 


■ New home sales in the US rose more than expected in Feb- 
ruary. Although recent signs of surprising resilience in the econ- 
omy have dashed market hopes of lower interest rates, Treasury 
bonds rose ahead of today's meeting of the Federal Open Mar- 
kets Committee. Sales of new homes rose 63 per cent during the 
month to an annual rate of 3.96 million units, after falling 3.9 
per cent in January. 


• British Energy, the soon-to-be privatised nuclear company, 
will pay an initial £230m into a segregated fund to cover the costs 
of decommissioning plant, with annual payments of about £l(jra 


thereafter. Ian Lang, Secretary' of State l or Trade and Industiy. 
confirmed the size of the fund at the official opening of the newest 


nuclear power station. Sizewdl B in Suffolk- There has been crit- 
icism that the fund does not cover enough of the back-end costs 
of waste disposal and management associated with toe power sta- 
tions to be sold- 


• HP Buhner, the Strongbow and Woodpecker cider company, 
plans to acquire Inch’s, the UK’s third-laigesl cider group with 
a 7 per cent market share. Bulraer said the acquisition would 
strengthen its position in the markeL Devon-based Inch's makes 
White Lightning and Stonehouse cider, selling 8 million gallons 
in the year to last September, compared to Buhner’s 103 million. 





Maxwell 
battles to 
stop new 
judge 


JOHN WILLCOCK 


Lawyers for Kevin Maxwell are 
challenging the appointment 
of a new judge to try him later 
this year on further charges re- 
sulting from the collapse of his 
father's business empire. 

Alun Jones. QC said yester- 
day that they had applied for a 
judicial review, arguing it was 
“unlawful and irrational'’ for the 
Lord Chancellor no! to let the 
original trial judge. Lord Justice 
Phillips, continue with the case. 

Kevin Maxwell appeared at 
the High Courts before the 
new trial judge. Mr Justice 
Buckley, for what was to have 
been a formal preparatory hear- 
ing. But because of the pending 
review, it became merely a short 
administrative meetings 

Mr Justice Buckley said he 
lent his support to getting the 
review application heard as 
soon as possible, so it would not 
interfere with the trial's 
timetable. “Whatever the out- 
come 1 hope it will not engen- 
der delay lo the proceedings as 
a whole," be said. 

Estimates on the next trial's 
length range from anything be- 
tween 18 weeks and 18 months, 
with a possible start date of 
October. Kevin, a former 
Maxwell financial adviser Lar- 
ry Trachtenberg and a former 
company treasurer Albert 
Fuller face charges of conspir- 
acy to defraud. 

The charges relate to shares 
in Berlitz held by the Maxwell 
business empire, which it is al- 
leged were pledged to a num- 
ber of different banks as 
collateral for loans. As a result 
the banks lost more than £100m, 
it is alleged. 

Tbe former Mirror Group 
finance director, Michael 
Stoney, also faces trial on two 
charges of false accounting. All 
charges against Kevin’s elder 
brother, Ian, were dropped by 
the SFO following the first trial. 

It is understood there are 
worries that Mr Justice Buckley 
might not have sufficient time 
to read in on the intricacies of 
the allegations which have oc- 
cupied top lawyers for over 
four years, generating millions 
of pages of documents. 

The judge is no stranger to 
complex cases involving allega- 
tions of corporate crime. He 
presided in the 1992 trial of 
executives accused of corruption 
arising from an investigation 
into British Rail engineering 
contracts. 

At the end of the prosecution 
case he ordered the jury to re- 
nira not guilty verdicts after rul- 
ing that the relationship 
between British Rail's engi- 
neering division and a contrac- 
tor had not been corrupt. 

Lord Justice Phillips had 
been involved with allegations 
involving Robert Maxwell’s em- 
pire since 1993 and has im- 
pressed legal teams for both the 
prosecution and defence with his 
masterv of the issues. Despite a 
lobby for him to see the saga to 
its dose. Lord Justice Phillips is 
understood to have been keen 
to return to the High Court, 
where he is a Lord of AppeaL 
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over £300? 
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They've invested 
over <£1 billion 
in Livingston, and 
it's still rising. 


Livingston is fast becoming the land of the rising 
sun. 16 Japanese companies have invested over 
£1 billion here in recent years. Many of them are 
now in their second and third phases of 
development. NEC is building one of the largest 
inward investment projects in the UK with a 
further £530m being spent to produce the next 
generation of memory chips. Shirt-Etsu Handotai 
is spending £180m expanding its silicon wafer 
production. They're all investments that are 
paying good dividends. For example, Mitsubishi 
and NEC in Livingston have consistently delivered 
the fastest growth of any plant outside Japan. 
Do as the Japanese do. Call 0131 313 4000. 


invest in 


Scotland's centre of excellence 


LOTHIAN 
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Ineheape aims to build from new 

The Investment Column 



Inchcape's decision to dump the pflot, 
cut the dividend by a third and take 
a massive write-off is, on the face of 
it. a classic kitchen sink job. Wiping 
the slate dean in terms of management 
and profits always impresses the City 
and will give the motor distribution to 
shipping group a new base from which 
to build. The group will be desperately 
hoping that yesterday’s 8p bounce in 
the shares to 270p marks a change in 
sentiment after a near two-thirds 
underperformance against the rest of 
the market over the past three years. 

But Ineheape is no sprawling con- 
glomerate. The late Sir George Turn- 
bull saw to that when he took the helm 
in 1984 and transformed a sleepy colo- 
nial trading empire into a more fo- 
cused distribution and services group. 

Indeed, dumping the Bain Hogg in- 
surance broking and the laboratory 
testing businesses will dilute profits in 
the short term. Brokers suggest it will 
be lucky to pick up much more than 
£5 00 m for the pair, which means in- 
terest income of less than £40m wDl 
replace combined profits of £56om last 
year. Adding insult to injury, insurance 
and testing were die group’s only main 
divisions to raise returns last year. 

Ineheape ’s problems are much more 
cyclical, however. Around 40 per cent 
of sales are dependent on the import 
of mostly Japanese cars and even their 
marketing appeal could not cope with 
the yen’s appreciation by around a 
third over the past three years. The Eu- 
ropean business seems to have suffered 
worst, slumping to a £14m loss after 
an 8 per cent drop in volumes in 1995. 
But the extent of the problem is il- 
lustrated by the fact that in the rest of 
the world volumes were down 17 per 
cent, compared with a 19 per cent 
world-wkle increase for other marques. 

Whether last year's 36 per cent fall 
in pre-tax profits to £l47m, before the 
£65 -2m restructuring charge, marks the 
low point remains to be seen. The yen 
has weakened since last year, but po- 
litical uncertainty has resulted in sales 
in Hong Kong, once one of the group’s 
most lucrative markets, diving by be- 
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tween 40 and 60 per cent this year. 
Toyota and the other big Japanese 
manufacturers are busy cutting costs 
and moving production offshore, but 
it could be another two to three years 
before the benefits become apparent 
Assuming profits before disposals 
rise to £165m this year, the shares 
stand on a premium forward rating 
of 16. Sufi unattractive. 


Morgan still 
raising profits 


Morgan Crucible's decision to con- 
centrate its resources on building 
strong positions in technologies serv- 
ing a wide range of industries 


continues to pay dividends.. Despite 
varying fortunes amongst its cus- 
tomers, the carbon brushes to metal: 
lurgical ceramics group still managed 
to raise profits another 17 per cent to 
£85m in the year to 4 January. . .. . 

Stripping out thefiolt Uqyd car pol- 
ishes business, sold for £57.5m in 
1994, underlying fiilly-dihiied earnings 
rose a chunky 22 per cent to 25.4p. A 
final dividend of 7.55p takes the an- 
nual total up from 13.1p iol3.Sp, 
somewhat behind the rise in earnings 
as Morgan prudently increased the 
cover to two times. V 

With no more than 8 per cent of 
sales going to any particular industrial 
sector, the group was able to shrug off 
the weakening of. the'antomotive and 
US defence industries as the year wore 
on. The slack was taken up by areas 
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Market value: £1.44tm, share (Mice 272p 
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like ./chemicals, electronics and 
teleco mm unications. Morgan's di- 

- versification has allowed it to weather 

the loss of US defence sales in its 
Wesgoccfajnics business and further 

- restructuring in the electronic defence 
.operations, now 70 percent defence- 

related,' should reap similar rewards. 
In the short-term, however, £1.6m of 
xeannturingcgsts and £800,000 spent 
on a new jaser xut operating profits 

- fom- the specialty materials from 
£f 7mto£16ihlast 1 year r 

.. Aajuisitkms, whiefa chipped in£5m, 
•and restructuring helped Morgan's 
otfaerihree drrisiCm record healthyris- 
es in-profits and margins. At 12. per . 
cent, up from 10^5 per cent, the year 
before.the group is dose to its target 
of 15 per cent, Carbon, on 14.6 per 
cent-in 1995, Wai be there this year, 

' but at between 10 arid 12 per cent, the 
rest of the group has a bit to go yeL 
*' Last year's margins rode higher on 
the back, of strong volume growth and 
: price rises erf up to 5 percent, but Mor- 
gan's main markets may have peaked, 

- at least for the time being. Even if or- 
ders are currently 6 per cent ahead, 
there are signs.of weakness in some 
of the main developed economies. 

- .Morgan is expected to turain£98m 
this year, which would pot the shares, 
down 13p at 412p, on a forward p/e. 
of 14 or 15. Fair value. ■; : 


• the company's essdusive dealwid^ US 
company to providc cheaplelepfcpne 
calls over. fh£ .Internet. . y . _ 

; Rrecresttookadvanta^ofthemige 

■ demand to place additional stocky 
-I20p. By Christmas, the price had crat- 
ed down to about that level, where it 

; stood until thenext pressrelease, this 
. . . * « 1,0 u„n4*h rtf an on- 


tim’fe tr ump eting the launch of an on- 
rch engine” 


No fireworks 
from Firecrest 


4M PM— r 

wSBassa 
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Shares in Internet-related companies 
are not for the faint-hearted to judge 
by the rojler-coaste r ride of FirecrKL 
one of the most heavily hyped of re- 
cen t issues on AIM. Launched at 38p 
last s umm er, the sharessoaredtoas 
high as 203p m November, on news’ of - 


Ijiig “scflrdi that altorcuscis 
to cruise the world-wide web on the 
Internet- Up went the shares yet 
pwiin, this time to 180p, from where 
it has been downhill all the way. 

It fa against tins background that one 

must judge the company^ decisioiv an- 
nounced yesterday, to • issue • new 

.shares M]iKt50p. to raise up to £L5m. 

Existing shareholders will get first call 
• on the new stock, which might please 
some-wbo bought in at 120p last Oc- 
tober and want to average down. 

But those who haven’t already 
.waded iu might be wise to reflect on 
toocompan/s underlying businesses, 
which are far from being the Internet 
success story some brokers claim. In- 
deed, per cent of the company’s 
sales (and all of its profits) come from 
the rather more, pedestrian business 
of advertising and sales promotion. It 
is market leader, for example,, in the 
management of sales promotions for 
national newspapers,- including the 
gjveway of CD music titles and the like. 
Hris business is likefy tb have provided 
nearly all of the anticipated profits of 

£600,000 in 1995. : 

. The Internet businesses are either 
embryonic or in highly competitive 
niches, such as Internet phone net- 
works or the “search, engine” end of 
the market -where Yahoo already 
dominates; They may amie good, but 
are unlikely togiye much of a revenue 
stream any time soon.’ 

With pre-tax profits this year esti- 
mated at anything between £lm and 
£2m, die shares are tradings after yes- 
terday'sdrppofJ^! to 9^p, on. amul- 
tiple of at least 13 times, ranging up 
to 25 times. if the lower profit figure 
turns out to-be nghCHighty specula- 


Carnivores carry on 

City Diary 



This might not seem rite best 
moment to be sponsoring the 
Carnivore Club, a group of 
gastronomes devoted to 
eating bloody bits of meal. 
Groupe Chez Gerard was 
determined to brazeo it out 
yesterday. After unveiling 
good interims, the Groupe 
which owns swish London 
restaurants like Bertorellis 
and Scotts yesterday said the 
next meeting of the Carnivore 
Club would go ahead as 
normal. 


John Willcock 


The cbomp-in is scheduled 
for 24 April in Chez Gerard's 
restaurant in Chancery Lane 
in Central London. So have 
the Carnivore Club received 
any cancellations since the 
BSE scare broke? A company 
spokesman said yesterday: 
“We have yet to receive a 
single cancellation. Further 


more we don’t expect any." 
Brave talk. Even braver. 
Laurence Isaacson, Chez 
Gerard’s chief executive, bad 
Beef Wellington for dinner 
last Saturday evening, and 
then went to MacDonalds for 
a beefburger on Sunday. 


In a world of theorists and consultants, its always refreshing 
to bear about a lecturer who really knows what he's talking 
about John Clark, chief executive and managing director of 
BEL will this Friday address over 250 European business 
leaders at a conference on the subject: “Recipes for Growth 
In Europe”. As Clark stands to collect around £5m in 
bonght-out options and the like if the bid from Renlokil goes 
through, he is in a perfect position to comment. 

Another topical conference starts on Wednesday. Called 
“1846 Freedom and Trade 1996", it commemorates the 150th 
anniversary of the Repeal of the Cora Laws. This was the mo- 
ment the new industrialists from Up North overthrew the 
protectionist Danners of the South, installing Free Trade as 
the credo or 19th-century Britain. It also split the Tories for a 
generation. There's nothing new in Euro-sceptics after all. 


Which brings us to a joke 
currently doing the rounds on 
the dealing floors: Two cows 
in a field- One says to the 
other “Aren’t you worried 
about Mad Cow Disease?" 
The other replies: "Doesn’t 
affect me. I’m a frog." Boom 
boom, as Basil Brush was 
wont to say. 


You must have been on 
holiday on Mars not to have 
heard about Halifax sacking 
SBC Warburg for the building 
society’s flotation next year. 
How strange, then, to see a 


happy trio of Wartyuigexs at 
the Halifax/Clerical Medical 
press conference at the Savoy 
yesterday. Surely those ' 
thrusting types at Deutsche ' 
Morgan Grenfell, who took 
over Halifax's flotation J 
mandate, should have been 
on the job? 

Not a bit of it, as John 
Cryan, SBC Warburg's^ . 
corporate finance leader on 
yesterday's deal, was only too ■' 
happy to point ouL “When . 
Halifax stood us down for the 
float, they made it clear we 
would continue to do other 
things for them. Our relation- 
ship with them, including the . 
chairman (Jon Foulds) is 
extremely strong. We've got 
another couple of things for 
them that we have been . • 
working very hard on 
receotly." 

In which case, it seems 
perverse that Halifax ever 
bothered sacking SBC 
Wirburg in the first place. Mr 
Foulds himself said at the 
same press conference in 



Bearing the good news: Chez .Gerard's chairman Neville 
Abraham, left, and Laurence Isaacson, cltief executive 


London that “iL’s very 
unlikely that we’ll be making 
another major acquisition . 
before conversion next year.” 
Very nun: 


Forget England versus 
Bulgaria on Wednesday, the 
true football confrontation 


comes tonight m Birmingham 
with the “Sweet FA Cup." 


Bankers,. accountants and 
lawyers makxngxrp 16 teams 
are meeting: up for an evening 
of Subbuteo. bar football and 
computer soccer games at 
The Old Royal Public House. 

' The todees-up' ^ hosted by 
’ ECI Ventures, which handles 
medium-sized management 
buyouts. -Thepolice 
been alerted. 


ave 


Hodder 
confident 
despite 
profit dip 


Hodder Headline, the UK 
publishing group, confirmed 
yesterday that poor consumer 
confidence and rising costs 
had combined to slash profits, 
writes Mathew Borsman. 

Pre-tax profits in 1995 
plunged nearly 30 per cent to 
£5.7m from £8.2m. on sales 
ahead 10 per cent to £8S.Sm. 

The slide had been expect- 
ed, following a profits warning 
in September. In the event, the 
collapse was less dramatic than 
originally feared, as earnings 
improved sharply later in the 
year . The shares gained 14p 
to close at 239p, on expecta- 
tions of improved prospects in 
1996. 

Underlying the company's 
confidence, the dividend was 
increased for 1995 by S per 
cent to 6.5p a share. 

Tim Hely Hutchinson, the 
group's chief executive, said 
current trading trends were en- 
couraging. "Sales in Janaury 
and February were 12 per cem 
ahead of the same period in 
1995 and other early signs are 
modestly encouraging." he 
said. 

Hodder Headline led the 
campaign to dump the Net 
Book Agreement, one of the 
last remaining legal price-fix- 
ing schemes In the UK. The 
company’s best-selling authors 
- including John Le Carre - 
published works outside the 
agreement starting in late 
December 1994. 

The collapse of the NBA in 
October last year led to a 
boost ir. sales for that month, 
although Mr Hely Hutchinson 
said: “It is all beginning to set- 
tle down now." 


In Brief 


• The receivers to Everything's a £ the discount retailer that 
collapsed last week, have sold five of the 32 stores to Poundland. 
a rival discount group based in the West Midlands. The sale price 
is around £500.U00. 


• Travis Perkins, the builders’ merchant, warned that trading 
in the first two months of the year remained subdued, but it 
promised a better performance later in the year assuming a con- 
tinued improvement in the housing market and a still favourable 
interest rate environment Analysts welcomed full-year figures 
showing a marginal slide in pre-tax profits from £38.9m to £365 m 
during the 12 months to December. Before a one-off disposal 
profit in 1994. underlying profits rose. The dividend increased 
from 9.0p to 93p. 


• Veto, the supplier of racks and enclosures for the telecoms 
and electronics industries, celebrated its first fufl-vear figures since 
last November's flotation with a 55 per cent jump in profits from 
£S-3ra to £12.9ra. slightly ahead of the forecast made when the 
compam came to the market The company said 19% had be- 
gun with a further increase in order intake over the start of 1995 
and it was already taking steps to increase capacity. 


• Michael Page, the executive recruitment specialists, saw prof- 
its almost double in the year to December to £I7.7m. Lord Wake- 
ham. chairman, said: "By any measurement these are excellent 
results."’ He added that the company's shares had grown more 
than tenfold in the past four years thanks to an expanding re- 
cruitment market and Page’s push into overseas markets. Yes- 
terday the shares closed J9p higher at 205p. 


• T&S Stores, the convenience store and high street newsagent 
group, lifted profits 12 per cent to £I5m in the year to Decem- 
ber, boosted by sales of lottery tickets. However, large queues at 
lottery terminals in the smaller Supereigs branches affected trad- 
ing. Group sales were up S per cent at £445m. 


| COMPANY RESULTS I 
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Gi«en is fresh grass, leaves and stems and sigiifijes the newness and 
excitement of spring. .With HP colour printing and ' • . ^ 

copying solutions you can s^y hdw modi your ccsiipaiylBB ^tiwri to green. 
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B eef is a health issue; a political 
issue; an economic issue; and 
now it is beco ming an issue for the 
SoanciaT markets, too. With hind- 


may be over-reacting to the beef crisis 


•S' 

. 


sight, they have been surprisingly 
• slow to take on board the full «m- 


j. 


■ 

i * . 

.. v- 




sequences of the British beef cata- 
strophe. There was some weakness 
towards the end of last week, but it 
was dear yesterday the markets 
may still have some way to go before 
the costs are folly diseounted. 

Thisisi 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


HAMISH McRAE 


of imponderables — the government 
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and EU statements yesterday nar- 
rowed those down, but there is still 
a wide range of commercial effects 
which are stSO completely undear. 
But it is also because financial mar- 
kets have little experience in as- 
sessing an entirety new economic 
sh ock like this. There is no previous 

experience to go on. In that sense the 
beef blow is more akin to the shocks 
that , have hit the Lloyd’s insurance 
market -unprecedented in aQ its ear- 
lier history - rather than, say, the 
commercial property crash of the late 
. 1980s, where what was happening 
could be set in its histnricqi context. 
- ■ So it is new ground. When you 
move into new ground the best dis- 
cipline is to go back to first princi- 
ples: whai we do know about the way 
i a market economy will respond to 
: any unexpected shock. Some of the 
macro-economic effects are charted 
in the news analysis on page 13, but 
it might be helpful here to check the 
, different types of effect, starting with 
the impact on output and inflation, 
. then looking at the balance of pay- 
ments and public finances. 

Market forces will dictate that the 
output of UK beef and dairy prod- 
ucts Will fall dramatically over the 
next year, whatever the o fficial pol- 


icy of the Government and the EU. 
The likely order of magnitude in 
terms of loss of continuing output 
seems to be £2bn-£5bn in the first 
year. This is made up of the loss of 
all beef exports (£600m), and a sub- 
stantia] switch out of domestic beef 
purchases into imported beef. Even 
with some off-set in greater pro- 
duction of other meats, it is hard to 
see the decline in output being less 
than £2bn, while £5bn, not Che most 
extreme estimate, seems large 
enough to cover most eventualities. 


one-off- and that the beef industry 
moves quickly to restore public con- 
fidence - even the higher figure 
should not be too alarming. The wor- 
rying thing would be if, after three 
or four years, we were still a beef im- 
porter rather than a beef exporter, 
or that we had become a substantial 
net importer of dairy products. 

The impact on inflation will de- 
pend on the extent to which imports 
respond to domestic scarcity, and to 
what extent people substitute other 
meats for be«f and cut out milk and 


The idea that this should postpone tax 
cuts that may be due is not credible 


There wfli also be a smaller loss 
of output in year two, perhaps some 
beyond that because of the more gen- 
eral lass of confidence in British agri- 
cultural methods. The faster the 
industry responds in defining output 
which, as far as is possible to say, is 
imquestioaabty free from disease, the 
fester it will be rebuilt 
To pot this into some sort of con- 
text, GDP this year will be rather 
more than £700bn, so the Joss in year 
one will be something of the order 
of 0.25-0.7 per cent. A quarter of one 
per cent of GDP is not enough to no- 
tice - it is a month's growth - but 
three-quarters is quite a lot How- 
ever, providing that the cost is realty 


other dairy products. James CapeL 
the London brokerage arm on 
HSBC suggests the impact on in- 
flation could be more than 1_5 per 
cent on the RPL But that assumes 
a doubling of the price of dairy prod- 
ucts which account for 1.7 per cent 
of the goods in the RPI basket If that 
were to happen there would be sub- 
stantial shifts out of these products. 

So while the headline RPI might 
well rise sharply - the basket of goods 
is not changed to account for short- 
term changes in relative prices - the 
impact on living standards would be 
much lower. In any case, a doubling 


of the price of dairy products seems 
too latge. Besides, the price of beef 


wffl remain low. A guess would be 
that the RPI will rise by less than half 
of 1 per cent, maybe on balance not 
at alL 

Balance of payments? Assume we 
lose all beef exports for three months 

and thal exports are rehuOl only grad- 
ually after lhaL Assume there is some 
increase in domestic production of 
other meat. Assume some fall in 
meat consumption overall and a 
smaller fall in consumption of dairy 
products. Assume, too, a sharp rise 
in beef imports and some rise in im- 
ports of dairy products. Now put 
some guesswork numbers of these, 
and toy own tally would again come 
to an adverse impact of £ 2 bn-£ 5 bn. 

It may seem strange but such are 
the telephone numbers on the bal- 
ance of payments, and the uncer- 
tainty that has to be attached to 
those numbers, that this balance of 
payments cost does not appear sig- 
nificant, provided it is a one-off. W/rc 
it lobe a constant drain, then it would 
become a more serious burden. 

Finally, the impact on public fi- 
nances. It was not immediately clear 
from the Commons statements yes- 
terday, what compensation terms will 
be available, if any. There will in- 
evitably be some loss of revenue be- 
cause the business will be less 
profitable: all commercial losses are 
in that sense met in part by the tax- 
payer. The question is whether this 
loss, plus whatever compensation is 
ultimately paid, is material in public 
accounts. 

It is hard to see this happening, 
since the losses ought entirely to be 
one-off. Assuming the industry' re- 
builds itself and there is therefore no 
on-going cost to the exchequer, a rise 
of a couple of billion in the PSBR 
in any one year ought not to be of 



Grim outlook: Thousands of jobs are on the line In the beef Industry 


Photograph: Philip Meech 


concern to the financial markets or 
to the taxpayer. There will be some 
rise in borrowings, but the idea that 
the beef crisis should postpone tax 
cuts that might otherwise take place 
is not really" credible. 

Now- to translate all this into mar- 
ket terms. There will be a sharp im- 
pact on the feed manufacturers, as 
was evident in the share price of 
some yesterday. But the impact on 
the gilt market and on sterling ap- 
pear overdone, were it not for one 
dynamic factor, which we will come 
to in a moment It is unfortunate that 
the borrowing requirement seems to 


be running rather above the level ex- 
pected even last November, so any 
adverse impact on public finances 
comes at a bad time. 

But the deterioration attribut- 
able solely to this crisis will be quite 
small in relation to the disappoint- 
ments of the last five years. So any 
impact on the gilt market ought to 
be manageable. 

Likewise sterling. The levels of un- 
certainty are so large and the current 
account is so close to balance that 
this of itself should not rationally 
have much impact If sterling de- 
serves to be weak, there arc many 


other justifications. What ail this ig- 
nores. however, is the political 
dynamics of this crisis. It is very dam- 
aging not just for the Government 
but for many of its natural support- 
ers in country districts. At the mar- 
gin it may make it more difficult for 
the Government to survive beyond 
the autumn. Political uncertainty is 
already evident. 

This crisis increases it The real ex- 
planation for the adverse market re- 
action may not be a cool calculation 
of the hard numbers but an emo- 
tional response to a further dose ol 
uncertainty in an uncertain time. 
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market report/shares 


FT-SE 100 

3681.9 - 25.1 


FT-SE 250 
4296.5 - 7.8 
FT-SE 350 
1854.0 - 10.6 
SEAQ VniUME 
703 m shares, 
4,461 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.30 + 0.15 

shsie price. pence 
™oo 



BSE begins to eat away at dairy and food sectors 


1300 1 


S 0 N D J f M 


BSE is beginning to eat away 
at equities. The stock market 
has been inclined to shrug off 
the damaging implications of 
the disaster, content to mark 
down the shares of the most 
obvious casualties. 

But there is now evidence of 
much deeper worries. Dairy 
and food shares are coming 
under increasing pressure and 
the market is fretting about the 
impact the beef crisis is likely 
to have on the Government's 

already stretched finances and, 

therefore, its election strategy 
and tax policy. 

Almost every food group 
where there is a meat influence 
felt the weight of selling. 

Dalgety lost 14 p to 424 p; 
Devro International 7 p to 
245 p: Sentry Farming 14 p to 
159 p and Whitchurch 4 p to 
35 p. Grand Metropolitan, the 
Burger King group, fell 4 p to 
450 p and Go wrings, a leading 
Burger King retailer, 3 p to SSp. 

Groups with extensive milk 


interests also felt the tidal 
wave of alarm. Northern 
Foods collapsed 16 p to 183 p; 
Robert Wiseman 23 p to l? 7 p 
and Uni gate 30 p to 4 G 7 p. 

Waste disposal groups could 
benefit from anv slaughter 
programme and Leigh inter- 
ests added 2 p to 99 p. 

The FT-SE 100 index re- 
treated 25.1 points to 3 , 681 . 9 , 
with dividend payments ac- 
counting for nearly 12 points 
of the fall. The supporting in- 
dex gave up its rip-roaring run 
to close with a 7.8 fall to 
4 , 296 . 5 . 

Government stocks made 
progress, seemingly on the 
back of the Government's de- 
cision to make no new moves 
to curb beef sales. Gains of 
around a point were recorded 
in late trading. 

Thorn EMI provided the 
days takeover flutter. The 
shares jumped 15 p to 1 . 685 p 
on talk that the proposed 
music and rental demerger 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


will be scuppered -by a bid for 
the group. US giant Time 
Warner was said to be the 
name in the frame, prepared 
to offer £22 a share. 

Although the story lacked 
conviction, some were pre- 
pared to give it more than 
passing interest. Thorn is not 
far off its 12 -month high and 
there is little doubt that any- 
one prepared to bid for tfie 
combined group would steal a 
march on the rumoured array 
of entertainment groups queu- 
ing to buy Thorn's music side. 

But the suggested £22 a 
share offer is well ahead of 
many break-up valuations, 
which nudge £ 20 . 

The Halifax £800m take 


over of Clerical Medical left 
National Westminster Bank, 
rumoured as the buyer, un- 
changed at 647 p, as the mar- 
ket took the view the banlunay 
decide to soak up some of its 
cash pile through a share buy- 
back 

On the oil pitch Lasmo 
held at 184 p. Salomon Broth- 
ers has moved its recommen- 
dation from buy to hold. 

Glaxo Wellcome slipped 5 p 
to S 12 p. The Nlkko investment 
group believe the shares are 
oversold. 

Zeneca fell 2 p to 1351 p as 
a series of five-day-old late 
trades appeared on dealing 
screens. 

Secnricor had an active 


time as it moved to give votes 
to all and tidy up its corporate - 
image, leaving itself open to a 1 
bid, possibly from _BT The 
Securicbr voting shares 
jumped 200 p to !, 805 p with 
the non-voters 67 p‘ higher at 
l, 055 p. Security Services 
gained 65 p to l, 050 p. 

Gathering talk ofa.BT/Ca- 
bte and Wireless merger had 
a negligible impact. BT fell 
3 - 5 p to 339 p, equalling its 
year's Jow,and Cable gave up 
3 pto 4 S 7 p. - ... 

Inchcape, the internation- 
al trader, survived, its profit 
dump, dividend cut . and. 
boardroom upheaval to pro- 
duce a lOp gain to 272 p. : 

Manchester United, top of 
the Premiership and with in- 
terim figures due today,: 
jumped 28 p to 2 S 6 p. ‘ . 

Insurances were unsteady as " 
NatWest Securities fretted, 
about US exposure. Sun 
Alliance fell Sp to 367 p. 

HP Buhner, the cider mak- 


er improved 3 p to 582 p> as it 
absorbed one of the few re- 
maining eider independents, 
.Inch, for jE 233 m. ' . .... 

-■ Among third liners, Stan- 
ford Rook, developing a TB 
treatment ...crashed 145 p to 
455 p and FIrecrest the inter- 
; netgroup, lost’ 32 p to 9 Op as it 
announced plans to raise 
£ 2 Am through a placing at 50 p. 

■ First Information, a CD . 
Rom group, made a firm de- 
but,; moving from a 163 p plac- 
ing^ I 81 p. 

Tepuel Diagnostics gained- 
r 3 p..to 66 p. The long awaited 
cash call and progress report 
should be out in the next two. 
weeks. . ■ 

V -Bula Resources, which stait- 
-eddriUing a development well - 

at its Safymskoye oilfield in 
Siberia, gained fl. 75 p to £ 5 p; 
Pan Andean, on a positive 
statement, jumped 13 p to S 2 p 
and MilJwall, planning to 'be- 
come' a media power, rose 
0 . 75 p too. 25 p. 


taking stock 


□Aberdeen ’frost slumped 
8 Jp to llSp as Jupiter 
daD takeover hopesevaporat- 

ed- The German-controlled . 
trust has sold a 13.93 per 

bent stake to Phoenix Home, 
a US insurance group, which 

wiD lift its interest to 2&28 

per cent when loan notes are 
converted. Jnpiter had 
aggressively lifted its interest 
to 2932 per cent. 

□Irish Marine Oil Is attract- 
ing attention. Since arriving 
on Ofex at 4p in Noranber 
the shares have readied 23 p. 
Itis'in the John Heeling 
stable, which has produced 
African Gold, at a 153p peak, 
and the Fan Andean block- 
bos tec 

OOrestaCare, a health-care 
group* edged ahead to_ 27 p» 
reflecting director baying. 

James Capet, the stock- 
broker looks for profits this 
year of £5m against £2.9 m. 
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Sb^t Mofeammsd, and the 
M^^dn faoiily as a whole, 
handle their trainers Eke some 
: people- treat their training 
- will only get rid of 

throws a last resort. 

. The snnjde logic applied is 
that Dubai’s roleis are happy to 
grant loyalty as long as it also 

coroesto them on the other skfe 

of the carriageway. Last year. 
Sheikh Mohammed 
felt Hemy Cedi's steering had 
become too erratic and, on the 
night of the long line of hoise- 
boxes in Newmarket, he te- 
mwed ail his horses from 
'rorren Place. Yesterday; sitting 
n the middl e of a mound of 
aishions in his tent at the A1 


Richard Edmondson reports from Dubai on the latest twist 
to the public split between a top owner and leading trainer 


explained wny. 

Tne single incident that pixy 
pked the split came just before 
he Royal Lodge Stakes at As- 
»t last year. Cecil said he 
■van ted to run the promi sing colt 
Mark Of Esteem but could not 
gainSbeikh Mohammed’sper- 
missioD. The owner replied that 


the horse was . injured and 
should never have been a con- 
sideration for the race. “I can 
cope with most things but 1 can't 
cope with somebody letting the 
whole world know that Tin 
stopping a horse from running 
in a big race and yet the horse 
isTame," the Sheikh said yes- 
terday. “1 can't take that When 
that trust goes euetything goes." 

The discord between the two 
men had been in place for 
some tune, however. While for 
some the racehorse is a rich 
man’s trophy, for Sheikh Mo- 
hammed, who is just about the 
wealthiest of the lot, the q>ort 
is about participation. He lik e s 
to put in his 10 dirhams worth, 
and his thoughts were not al- 
ways in lute with Cedi's. 

“The problem is that 1 am a 
horseman,, not just an owner,** 
he said. “Therefore I want to 


know. I want to get involved, I 
want to interfere. The pleasure 
is being part of my horses, not 
just turning up in a smart sat 
and watching them at the race- 
course. 

“Before I went to Henry Ce- 
cil be was champion trainer, a 
great trainer, and he was when 
I was with him and I*m sure he 
will be in the future. But Hen- 
ty wants his own way. J kept 
tackling him and a friendly 
fight was always there. 

“He would not come my way 
and I would not go Ins, so Iknew 
neither of us would enjoy it. So 
1 decided it would be better to 
cut it clean. It was for my sake 
and his sake, thave nothing per- 
sonal against Hemy Cecil. If 
everything changed, and he un- 
derstood the way J think, there 
is nothing stopping me going 
back with him/* 


Marie Of Esteem is still both- 
ered intermittently by an 
arthritic spur on one of his 
knees, but he has thrived in Ara- 
bia this winter. “We are very 
happy with this hoise and I think 
that he is good,” the Sheikh said 
on an inspection of bis Codol- 
phin-owned three-year-old. 

This plain statement was 
enough to prompt Mike Dilion, 
representing the bookmakers 
Ladbrokes, to cut the colt’s 
price to 7-1 (from 9-1) for the 
2$00 Guineas at Newmarket on 
4 May, which will be his first 
race of the season. 

The favourite at 5-4 is AJ- 
haarth. who is owned by (he 
man who used to stick up for 
Sheikh Mohammed in the play- 
ground, his elder brother 
Sheikh Hamdam 

Mark Of Esteem apart, the 
Godofphin wintering unit has 


yet to unearth the same sort of 
talents that swept the board in 
Europe last season. 

“Last year was wonderful 
and that doesn’t happen every 
year." Sheikh Mohammed said. 
“Wfe have good horses but we 
don’t have another Lamm tarra. 
These horses are more exposed 
and I would be happy if we win 
one Classic anywhere in Eu- 
rope.’’ 

With the Emirates' worst 
spell of weather far 60 years non’ 
behind hfrn and the runners for 
tomorrow’s inaugural Dubai 
World Cup all in place and bed- 
ded in, the Sheikh’s pulse has 
slowed. “I promise you I am not 
nervous any more.'' he said. “I 
am very relaxed.’’ 

He will, however, have to face 
a conundrum when Godol- 
phin’s forces have to be re- 
stocked later in the year. “There 
is rally 00,2 big problem left,” he 
said. “There are no more Hen- 
ry Cecil horses for me to take 
away.” 



National field shrinks 
but Tate fears tension 


Maguire 


3REG WOOD 


>ne of the smallest fields for 40 
ears will go to post for the 
rand National at Aintree on 
iturday, after yesterday’s five- 
iy declaration stage produced 
ft 32 names. With further 
fections almost inevitable he- 
re the big day, the final 
rster could drop below the 30 
to set off in 15^0, or even the 
■ starters in 1970. 

A low National turnout was 
ways likely this season, with 
e Cheltenham and Aintree 
jstivais separated by just a fort- 
ght due to the proximity of 
ister. Rough Quest, the Gold 
ap runner-up, is the ante- 


post favourite for the National Stregone, was not complaining 
at present, but very few of his yesterday. “The less horses 


major rivals were also in action 
two weeks ago. Many trainers 
felt that they had been pre- 
sented with an “either/ar" sit- 
uation this year, and the 
majority opted for Cheltenham. 

The first four names on the 
entry Ust, including Jodarni and 
Dublin Flyer, came but yester- 
day, leaving Young Hustler at 
the topoftne weights, winch will 
rise by 61b. Mikmehoma, who 
won the race in 1994, was also 
among the total of 16 who were 
removed from contention. 

While the Aintree authorities 
may be disappointed by the 
■Jinnlrmp radlyd | Thrii Tit ft tli«> 

trainer of second-favourite Lo 


there are, the less schmozzle 
there should be,” late said. 
“Lo Stregone is in good order, 
be worked well on Saturday and 
at the moment I*m looking for- 
ward to the race. But I always 
get less confident the closer it 
gets and on the day TO proba- 
bly lock myself in the loo.” 

Deep Bramble, a 10-1 chance 
with Coral, went well over four 
schooling fences yesterday un- 
der Ibuy McCoy* while Jason 
Utley, the National’s winning 
jockey on Royal Athlete at 
40-1 a year ago, was booked for 
another outrider yesterday. He 
will now partner Bavard Dieu 
for Nick Gaselee. 


Aintree 

Adrian Maguire's miserable 
season continued last night 
when Michael Foy, specialist at 
the Ridgeway Hospital, Swin- 
don, advised the jockey to wait 
for a further three weeks before 
resuming race-riding. 

The news is another blow to 
Maguire, who has been 
knocked out of several major 
meetings over the past couple 
of seasons, most notably, re- 
cently missing his second suc- 
cessive Cheltenham Festival. 

His latest injury was a broken 
collar bone incurred at Newbury 
on 1 March. Last night be said: 
“Michael has said that the bone 
has only healed between 30 and 
40 per cent” 
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L10 CalHsoe Bay • 

A5 Fabnouth Bay 
JLS Norman Cor^ueror 


HYPERION 

3JS0 Buck WBow ' 

4^0 MEDINAS SWAN SONG (nap) 
. 400 Coot Relation 


<mVG: Good (Good Co Soft in pbces}. 

| AgSilrtand couree; seven lestJng fences along bade wndght; navla of 300yd. 
lAsoecomae boo A307, four mite swah of Bngacm. raflway soairo Cserrtce 

^ London. W»ieriooi«d)tiine cotaga. ADM IS RHW hOttb A Gr»nd«WMl( c o m b i ned) 
12; Jonlor Qnb(16 -25jr»J tlO; SHvwKfngM. CAKPABX; Fr**, opS 2 Inmentim. 


1 IBADDie TKAINEBS WITH RDNNEE& D HeUm - 32 whom from 92 nmne» 
^*e9ssuc«s»rado(tf34aR»md&])mfllto»SMevdsBta!or58I.4I;JGtt(ted-26«ln- 
IMS, t-M nmnecs, -44.72; M Pipe- 1 SwtiUKB, 70 ramxn, ItUlfc, -£14.06; N Heo- 

Irtm - IS rninoeOf, SO nomea, J2SW. -SSJ0. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: E Droroodi' - 37 irin*. 138 tides, 28.4%, +S27.72; Albffdre 
-aflwiBS, lOSrtda*, l9.«i,-SJ3.«4; JOwboree- 16 wta*. ! 13 whs. 14-2%, 4S6J9; t> 
IfnnAy - 16 60 tides, 251)%, -S13JS6. 

WDWRH8 IN TBE LAST fflBWW DATS; HfcWn»Uap.tfi)wm«l4BS«rffli Wledhe#- 

roNGdHSTANCE MJNNKBS; Fwmge Stxmp i3£0) Has been 249 mfles by F Mur- 

nt^f from jMHfejjgjhjgjdW 


SURREY RACING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £6^00 added 
LfrSlJ 2m Penalty Value £4J3G 

1 0-TI321 CftUS0EBW(RE)(2^niRMDBlOSheM0d7116 — — HHbame 

2 SA21-3 FBCNBtgBBSgg)ClO?PPMoaejDa4tecg711 fi _ MOoW 

3 3-22131 POlM«^9B«(2£nW^)''«O^tt!BKW0«_51O7 JFIMV 

«red- 

BEn»C:MCUbMB«,M Pwtu^, 1M Pwabn Pass . 

199& teowd 8 11 10 / Osboma 4-110 SfwwowO * ow 
FORMGUD£ 

HBsisdBappoinwiglorttwsoonsotE.notthBlcofinBetionsofCAlUSOEBAYwBldacotn-. 
pjartng, Tha ml sevtso-yaar-old, who snowed ao much overtwrOes lest season, has not 
been the mare sucoess over fences as hoped but remains a decant prasped. Apart ficm 
M»n ftjuml out ny tf» ©oond against Arcac Wnanan m loteestw, .he would taw been, 
there with better kick m his tour other atawnpts and hesonly one sarious rival ooaf. Por* 
haps ts ow five and had nc more than a oanohi cS runs wvr husoes before Deing seta 
ttadna at Ba«BK eotttrihis month. She is a fine, ag mare and sne jusflfied the oonB. 
dence with a competent dspier to beet Oavfty and matter iM Chial Joseph wHh nm too 

much faes.Ttfaig on something BtaCaBBoeB^r so eertym her naeqreer hi oute^aMKti 

SGm CVO OS k^LLkA/c, aw. 

| q-ig | MOUSETRAP CHALLSIGE CUP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
EBfiOO added 2 ri 4f llOyds Penalty Ifaftie £4v531 

1 1U132 WWWBLWD (RE) Ml W (H»*Wi8Ra*r7ll8 WBttoBi* 

2 0P-1PF2 RUJIOumBWI«mp«UatwMoreriSSh8rwooT114 fOttom 

3 1AS226 WCHCMlOCHWElttolFJanrtilSngTll* — . - -R lXcwody 

S R&-f2 JfHSSEtS FRBO ORE) (22) S VftAskO N Hcedason 8 11 0 llAttogwid 

5 30PBF4 MWaaWGafiMOWPLSc^eNMKWBllO USne* 

ffiTtm M Fteoam Bar, 24 hxhceaoGk. S * ^HarasB la* « Mm*. 334. Mann- 

1S95: Oats He8«* 1 11 8 J Ostwre 6® (MssM MgW S an 
F0RM6UDE 

The hts ouestfon is whether feor optwienos are enottfi far HanwB lad » Keep Mstnfncl 
on the lob. TNs was manifest wiy early or for HatwoS Lad after he unseated n siMer a t 
me start In f»s first run m a poftit-to-pant He has since mode nandsome emends between 
the flan; and was awmgajt twiB a repwation 

stat me fewl circuit after betng wt on his own a Wocmton Hi MwenOer. Na W , some 
w a yntua match at Chepstow test time UA na other Bam b so gwq met he wrold t ato 

the Seaang tf rte consents to race sweedy. IWCHCAHUCH bIso had hte prtrtifen a aftef 
hfc wrtan nff away a gooP giance s&txra Cenamly -Strong 

BdresthasmgcaiWBowellt»begiliyCe fa>W SiTCng^ihet*ee*feg^l^^BiiKwTp- 
ton Off there was ne eonfidenw « hfejwn^ *»« 

wh ere he was bang mere « ma top of tfw M m w 'Mfc 

rumsetfwah at snpressne w« In tfa rare IS morOu tg> andHKhcrfOdV^rBDa 

ailed hy mis step up hum twn^haaewiy day of Wo ^ feWsfeowwafty 

mm more poatiwtfisplay at Chaiwiham. nahtwotftSjr^rnetomiier hart antTawttn 

tn Nowonbef Jo make a wmnn*.S8it *ere»^ 

ouLat wanueh in Jeouaiy. After being hi the tfadt ft A here the thW tet^sayjmjtrerH 
ner GcWen Spmner (me 7lt» ben tm for aBnBMtg s&n ^wr me 

tot ttw *6 iwrtafloch wtf Hanwo « •« naw ® 


19 43644 BDMD DED0RQ 03} 8 ID OM Scatter JWty 

20 040222 BK06EUIhBl(FR)(m9100MPipe DBA^oter 

21 4M2P5 SKTtmmrOSiajQOUKammi JfeCBaaocr 

22 14JP345 BRA UTWI ID 04)10 10 OP Wcfe QcyLmh 

23 131520 «WflaOPlU6EnME<a)81flOT&Be% IMfrre 

24 3-35304 OVBtlHEDCauaiOlOOiHJcressn tfrTMcCBlfe 

25 OflTO MraitC RQ>(43) 12 IDO j«Ae_ — - — 

28 F21-W0 GHTOSCi RJtfRES 10 10 0 P Hfltta 

27 M823E W0WTKVNMNrH4 UBSPfech* fM 

28 OWU22 FtitsncsMcB«(ania8«jou suptw 

29 P-11134 QM3I THE STREAM 108 6 KBCfeqi AnwSon 

30 2/imxp mmmommtut 9 B b u uo« m _ 

31 241134 MBS04OR1O86 RBMay TBoy 

32 22SF/4S «AEMESU.(2G 1388 DM£Mrt DMeCMa 

-324NM- 

4*buo wlftt- Wst loatmttapwelStc 7mm Qre^UjaqpM^apWiOMfcAftarMire'Stcpsar 
32fc sum HMSa lift ajttHbB Sstfl^*agn*t.«k«Mli Boy ADM Dm 9*1* BMC Ore t Em 
Utfk/SkzSbSt*Kr&rSSt3i BmtimMtS 7b Hr r«4* 13tt Dior 2?* aw aeitlt iw the 

tW Be 9* ftaantflMa *vtccn*tD« VWacn fette flaofc Su(t (Wire StwaCrDree anwte. fir 

SertarSSumUaiit&tSh. 

HETTWB:MI>GB»9M*.S-llo W^ju i . S-l S ^ 1 cr rWMvV« i t< H^W r. 104 IW^ i htfe. 1M 
life or 4 M. See Ollfc 1U Mr Pctta, t^Mi Hto. (Ml OMMa^r IMA 25-1 EBM Oi 

tm. 384 IM Nmw Smw. Were Ipret, 4K Brinse KM, 1eoe>o4 W la Ire^ 504 Maki. M 
are. C re t a n nmu reaih* fcd.su earns 
U9k Rcni Mfew 1^0 IDn Bb 8fc Mnaat J Ftfcy 40-1 05 ofe 


fiEIIMft M Nemw CHqMrer, M Rehfc, 7-iTMa SM, U Cool Md Imj, IMcRoa lad, 
12-1 Mfepood, 14-1 otfen 

1995: Cod Ground a U 7 1* 0 AhreHartwf (D Qrevtto 3D an 
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NORMAN CONQUEROR was wasted bf I* BcsKvis departure Wr out vmen wmnlng the 
ftand MBtaiyGoW Cup mder me eapenenced Major Oarer EBwood here IB days ago. but 
oonstdering the pnaWems The U^ear-dd fas had tn res career a nes arte he had some 
luck He had ended a tong, losmg tpeil when meKing M to beat SuVey Bay n a handeap 
at Wi Mat ron me time before and thghat-tncfc Hwy much on. ThreStnelwdl do htt hast 
id nop this and. In receipt of 188). must be tahen seriously. Thto once usefid pont-to-potnt- 
er has also had hta ptoblems and came beeft after mttstng lest season to he e so^mfron 
second In Ws Members’ at the Heythrop last month. Hre next run rets in a two-and«hair- 
mile hunter chase here 17 days eg) and he would hm gpne dose hed he not let Tha M»- 
jor General &n lUa run on him. He wee staying on wefl and todays larger trip will* e help. 

A forecast Is the safer bet. HkMaton Lad. with Major Bwood up, was ewer lengths 
beck lest of me tow firtshere hahmd True StaeL He has since been a todiy wwier at Lud- 
low but can harOy be eipecied » bo so fretuneta again as ha taires on True Steel on Ulb 
wrese terms. The onoMsefui McMfc has not shown argtMng wcrttwiMe to ages arid Goal 
Aad Easy b preferred to the handicepper Maawod « the we^vts after naming much bet- 
tar Dart a seems In a Taunton marathon Jasjuma. Mm0mb NORMAN CONQUEROR. 

(OCn| ALANBRQOKE MEMORIAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6000 added 3m UOyris Penatty Value £4^18 

1 Muni MfflMTS NBStAB. (XT) (CO) (Bemenl Hasfarey) D Ndutan 9 11 1D_R ItoMDody ' 

2 ilflB3 POSOK SIAMP (13) (P OTtomag I Moptiy 9 11 6 LWjre 

3 56-1U40 TOMCSMK MLE pS) {CD) IBd N^tod J Qltod 10 11 5 GBreOoy 

4 33112ft BUCK MiOW (27) (C£5 ff*»SN J Errbrttaj JQSod 12 ID 11 PIHe 1 

5 2S4-52P C1B07 DALE (17) (CD) tGAftttad)GltMMl3108 HARBgnfei 

6 121332 BgltYPIAIBtUI) (CD) Iff) (The MRS PabwmtpiRCtfBll 100 JlrJUhAyR 1 

-Gdtdreed- 

l*emum wvgt: IQsl Thie nareftap netfc Equ»y Pbjer 9a lOto. 

BroWfcWArtare^MotSMWf^MpStaafV WBlwSIWtow.B-lCwldyftdwlD-lEqw- 
ty P toyer, 12-1 YeitaUra Me 

1985: ftn Ip The Ftog8 106 MrC Berwr 7-4 <f GrftKC 4 an 
rORMOUDE 

Postage Staaiphas strong aaens after ha gaotf tft Whahn dOMBndfleanc Gantt A Day 
In the Miktrey of Rete (2m but AAlHUfTS ireNStREL a the choice. Postage Stamp 
mads up Into a decent nowca last season and was haWng ms first race n tetr months at 
Cheltenham. Ha should be a tot tfwjw ler n and three maes nay ml sun Nm even more 
these days. The vtp oumirty « not a dtflicaty tor Arthu's Mtnstref, who stays weB and has 
won his last two starts over the course and distance. The rtne-year-oto is at last futSOng 
ear^ pramtoe and the nareKapper nas been taftty ffneroi& m raamg Mm only 5tb tor those 
two wins, in the fcst of them t» came to take k ud 'Som me front-tunning Cuddy Dare at 
the test and boat him three-quarters of a length, and 17 days ago he pounced to one A 
off Bishops Hall, mis time wflh Cudc* Dale pt#ea up. ti looks as if he is ahead of me hand- 
(capper. Boefc WBow. retwnmg after almost two ^are off, went wen untfl tmng owe- the 
tas tee before finishing 17 ler&hs addff of Anma's Mnstrei in the mare recent of those 
races. That was note bad effort alter so tong off me couree. PhBip Hide ndes this five-times 
course winnar as opposed to staUemete Vorfrehbe Bele toned off beninti Arthurs MmstM 
end Cuddy Date here last, month tthou£i capable erf much better tern than that! Out he 
has only a 28 j put EqttKy Player has not n*i a bad race el season and c qwte capable 
ofdoc^soafeiowtmhisDfft’W't. a wa cd on : ARTHURS MINSTREL 

\A •yh) ROYAL STAR AND GARTER HOME HANDICAP CHASE 
Lz~5i] (CLASS D) £6£0Q added 2m Penalty Value £4*372 
1 S22-3P1 SOOEIY GUEST (XT) m OtoUreon VfcstBT Hddngs) Itfl feorea Times ID 120 — _ 


HYPERION 

Z30 Wbdm 3fr5 MBetrfao Refurb 335 Daily Boy 
4-10 Broad s tairs Beauty 4.40 Blue Movie 5JO 
Dana Point 

GOING: Good to Soft (Soft o Uie straight i 

STALLS: StraigJn. - Sands' rede. Sound ruun^- Joule, cutpi ) m£tf 

-cualdt 

DRAW ADTAVTAGE: Lew. 

ft Left-hand, owl course, web rtsatg ns»J>: uwgh, RaOopjrvz cnclt. 
■ Course t» ob AT . 5m -toKh ot lorn. Hetrx. nerrtce lo Four Lane 
End* kao on from Newcastle ralhray aauda. Special bus sennee 
! tmm there. ADM1SSIOS: CTub S12i TauenoUs Sf); Sth-er hlng 
S4 (32 for OAPs and registered disablerfi. CAS PASK: Free. 


BLCVSESeo FOCSTTIME: Snpreree Scbobr. CLOSjL 
WWNI3S IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS; None. 
LONG-DISTANCE SUWEES: laraab (3J5I fats been sent Dll 
nffles by G Lewis ftnan Headley, Surrey, Whdaii.SUDi »cni KC mfles 
tv B Owfeon from Bectotunpouv WQ^sre; Soe He (4 . ] ri) A blstal 
Breeze (5.10) sent 285 miles by WK Muir from Umbom. Bert- 
shirr; UOetHaa Sefnib (3X15 1 sent 284 miles by M C hand on from 
Upper Lamboum. Berkshire; Baiogy (3.35) real 279 miles by K R 
Burke from Gmge, Osfordehne. 

fo on] HOLYSTONE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

f-yO O arfated lm 

1 AX1C23- SSBl2(Zd3}NTtnMer4 9 12 8 Otar 4 

2 632- YEAST (18a WH^gK 4 9 12 ROodmw7 

3 &L KASKANA ptXb W Sxxry 4 9 7 JFartngB 

4 00- BATDUTOFTKSUE (158) W Ha^i 3 B 9 IW Ie OBson 1 

5 0- GREEN BOPFBt CUO) M Eel 3 89 M Fenton 2 

6 00- m0WNSEC8Er{177)k«sj|{ansoen3S9 RMoa3 

7 WDQMRChadDi3B9 KffctoyE 

— 7dsdn(f* 

BETTMfe 7-4 Wbfen, 9-4 Green Boppac,7-2Yaart, 5-1 Sharer, 10-1 Kma 
Secret 14-1 Katbaaa, 2S£ BatatofffMbkM 

[oriel NLLMGWORTH SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
G) £3^000 8^^ 3YO 6f 

1 0- AVEBEWr(l94| WssLPeratrSO. OOttOmS 

2 05600- DABBtOCKClTS) MDotbdO LQreaaekS 

3 005060- UCRTKApoq MW Eanby 90 0 Peers (a 2 

4 205215- NU3MMBfHJRBCLGaMOBrran9Q RHo0m12 

5 340540- RAHLE 082} )J 0Ne490 SDUflhas7 

6 6- Wf ASTRO (353) TEasaaty 90 MBbcbll 

7 515120 CHUMNGBANG(SDf (DWBexy8 13 P Robert* (5) 6 

S 00650- HOBBS CHOEEdaaG M»re8 9 DatoCSaen3 

9 05600- PEARLS OF THOUGHT (IK) JHstesne 8 9 __JtD«rieylD 

10 300- POA8 REFRMI(164( Mis j RSmsdan 89 X Fetal 4 

11 RAGTMEC0M9RLC Thornton 5 9 Dean Mdtotsre 1 

12 00- SUPKSiESCH0lAR(Z9aBMsi3yS9 BParte(5)8 

BETIMO: M WlaMaa Rabat, 4-1 Polar Refeah, 54 OhBfeang Bng. 8- 
1 Hatha, 10-1 Tty Astra, 12-1 Matte Choice, 14-1 otters 


[3^35[ EARSDON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 

1 023(340- WM1E WUDW (290) MrsMneuday 7 100 KDariqr2 

2 3-14412 BIjOGT (RQ (R ( 0) KButta9913 MHny(E)4 




HYPERION 

3-50 Barford Sovereign (rti) 220 £mmy^ Cross 
235 Uuru 325 Dark Oak 4 j 00 Pa Vor 4^0 Befl 
Staffboy5i)0 Spring Sate 

GOING; Good 10 Firm (Good In places) 

■ Rlgbi-tend. level course. Bnn-in 200yds. 

■ Ctwrae ts stjnacston of Al and AB04. Himdngian ntfnsy uuuion 
(service from London. Kings Cross) is I mile away. ADMISSION': 
Members S 73; Paddock ID; Course SA. CAB PASS: Picnic urea if; 
remainder free. 


Sheikh Mohammed: ‘It was better to cut it dean' 


■“ 3 45S30- KOTSPIH STflEEI fl79) M Vi l&eCfj 494 — I Weaver 5 

•' 4 311541 MMAB{3UfD)Gu»c5£9 JWttrerthlO 

, 5 26313-5 SUD0B4 SPB( (78) J tormn 6 B 5 KWon8 

$ D- 50353 Sai«SIDNp7)(D)PfeS5»4fl3 DHM0h(3)l 

7 0064301- nUACC0FC0lD(575)LLung?682 iFbntega 

, 8 42J000- 70P7«ZE(XmnM&SBn661 flBanteaff? 

, 9 230160 ARAN8Paft(2R(D) J EyreSSO -LCtenockS 

10 000044. 0AU1'B0I'(I27) TEasraty 4 T 12 Jqtentt 

U 050000- CHARVEl IDE pAJ) **-. A 7 7 10 PFe9Eey(5)U 

-lldactetad- 

r UMnum eegnz: 7s 10® True nanrfup weight Cnarmed Ulb 7a 2ft 
BETTWG: 7-2 Janab, 4-1 White WB». 6-lEiiogy, Daly Bey, 7-lSctae- 
staa. tel Sudden spin, ID-1 KeUpur Street 12-1 otters 

Xifil MOMtSEATON SPRINT^ HANDICAP (CLASS I 
p) £SJOO added Sf 

1 602106 SADOLBiOME 020) (CD) T Bairon 7910 IFonme 1 

2 £24000- aSGDE(143) Ifc J Ramsden 6 9 6 AHfcl4 I 

3 123005- AMSB1MAN 07^ (D) J Deny 6 9 3 P Robert* [S 2 I 

4 222510- LA SUQIET (322) (0| NTrHer4 92 Q Carter 10 

5 500001- BSQADSIAiRS BEAUTY AH) (D) 3 btwtpg 6 9 2 

SDVIWtensB 

6 552300- SIQLBf IBSS(171)(Df MWEassf0y4 9 1 — KDMeyl4 

7 6303-14 SHAD0WJUtV(24)(D) [BR DiSaanan6 5tOLOtarnndi7 

9 020000- StE ME (341) W Mur 4 8 13 lewvPIm topet U 

9 OOQCOD STB’ISfSOfB ROCKET (11) CD) DNcTcOs 58 IP 

«Kfiranes3 

ID 003000- BARATD(lSS)|qMsJF&nadBn5SlD. _.T Ron (7) 9 

11 426050- BOUJN HUOTt (177) ft? OT T Eaarny 4 9 10 MfikcbS 

12 52S350- JUST BOB (174) (D) S KetCewes 78 9 — I Stack (31 13 

13 CCtOOCh OCH 8U3W (374) (p? N 5 8 8__ IWeewr32 

14 44600G CATOOf CARAT (M8) Ite J totreoai 5 6 5 —JHtetnadyB 

-14 declared- 

BETTMte ft-1 Benina, 7-1 Braafctafaa BaWy. Shadow Jty, 8-1 in So- 
qoet, Borato, Captain Carat; 10-1 SaddWMne , 12-1 otbeis 

l~A ~ rin l ebf backworth maiden stakes 

iSSu (CLASS D) £4 JSO added 2YO Sf 

2 SUE MOVE U Set 90 MftetanS 

2 C-HARRY R Hcftnshead 9 0 K Daley 2 

3 rKSTm.MES£/Beny90 Pterey^l 

4 WAfiGAMOONJ J0Tlefl90 JSDWEteM4 

— 4 rfociikvtf ^ 

BETOite S-4 Btaa Movie, 7-4 Taa Stffl Here, 5-1 C-Horry, Wag& Moon 

rcTfffl CUU-ERCQATS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4>200 added lm2f 

1 304- ROUSSI (169) DIMnfeA 9 ID Mrefceavrel 

2 005/1 QV4A POmTfZl^TD Baron 4 96 IFabine2 

3 002-516 FOBZAIR (55) S 9EMre<49 6 CTeat»(Sil5 

4 000000- ASIRALWSXS(1SB)L1UCD58I3 KUal 

5 003053- SP4KSH STEPS (306) M W Eaaeiby 4 8 13 — Jl Dartey 11 

6 Q5QW20- WISUCK(3Z3)lWSImy489-_ 5VWbrerHil2 

7 025004) HT HANDY MAR 03) R ASm 58 8 „J Wearer 13 

8 1-06306 BARADATA (ID) R Ho&TSfiaal 4 8 4 l*neti (5) 6 

9 205660 DRWSBI WCXS IBf) (COJ E HtjOTes 7 S 2 JOufcmS 

ID 050004- KRETM. BREEZE (190) W ten 4 7 u A4HrenyP)7 

U 530212 NO SUBIKSSXXi (11} QJ) D Cnxman ID 7 tD 

LChsoocfc 14 

12 050000- SIEADBtST 3JIE (194) J OTfeif 5 710 — PForaey (5) Ifl 

13 0Q0- GO-G0-PCWBI-RANOER (197) B Btoori 3 7 ION Kennedy 9 

14 540413- BOD DESK (208) (CO) M Mran 6 7 ID G Banted 3 

15 506600- SAUY0REAUYQ54) WSurey 5 7 ID lfcnBh«4 

-UMnd- 

MnhMT> nejsW: 7a 10ft- True hasxfcqp nafflB.- SKWfaH ERe ?S 88 a Go- 
Gvftsrer-Rarger 7n 7ft. Gold DesAe 7a 3ft, Stynrety 7a Oft. 

BEJUMfc 4-1 Itefi ML 5-1 Sports* Sttpw 9-1 Porzafr, GuM Desire, 

No SMndutoo, Dreamer Hcta. 10-1 Route, l^lnttere. 




sport 


Woman 
on a new 
track 

j a burinesswomao will takeover 
next month as managing direc- 
lor of United Racecourses, 
which runs Epsom, Kempion 
and Sandown, ft was annouMed 
yesterday. Sue Ellen, 47, is a 
keen owner - in partnership 
wilh her husband, she has had 
horses in training with Kim 
Bailey, Ian Balding and Ben 
Hanbuiy. 

Ellen is a former executive di- 
rector of BUPA and a non-ex- 
ecutive director of the 
supermarket chain ASDA. Her 
predecessor at United Race- 
courses, Edward Gillespie, is to 
remain on the board as direc- 
tor of raring al Epsom. 

Gillespie will concentrate on 
the reshaping of the Derby 
meeting and wall oversee the de- 
velopment of Cheltenham. 


RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 

ISO: L JENNEUE U Quinn) 5-2 tor. Z. 
Swift Refusal U-4; 3. Caviar And Canffy 
25-1. 9 ran. 6, V*. (C Owyer. NematefJ. Tote 
£2.40; £1.10. £1.40. £4 JO. DF: £4.70. CSh 
£8.71. Too; £107.90. NR£ MuJacM Express, 
swans Lgus. No 1 Syftana Li&ns (12-2J 
HQS vvftftDraHffi nW yntfets Wtfe/s. Ride 4 ap- 
plies to aO bms. deduction Spin mo pound. 

2 30: 3L UOC U Sscto lO-U 2. Maffira 
Men 10-1; 3. Bonny Melody 33-1; 4. San- 
derisc 13-2. IB ran. 9-2 (3v Tha Morning. 
5. V*. (C Dwyer. NemaneU. Tote: £14.90; 
£4.70; £2^0. £8.50, 0-30. OF: £33.7a CSF: 
£99.17. Tncaac £2583.76. Tna £34a00. 

2S0: 1. BEIORAY PARK (J Qumn) 26- 1; 
2. Btessnd Spirit 5-L 3. Pride of Bnxton 
13-8 fav. 14 ren. Vc. I 3 /*. (Mis A King. Strat- 
Ibftl-upon-Awn). Tote: £65.10; £11-40, 
£2-30. £1.20. DF: £198^0. CSF: £156.88. 
Tna £232430. 

3.20; 1. GREEN GEM (K Oarieyf M 2. 
Basood 11-2; X NaPhal 10-3. 9 ran. 3-1 
fav Ctserano. 2VX, 2V:. <S WBAams. fWw- 
maiteO. Tot* £7 >W: f2-60. £2-40. £2.00. 
OF: £1 1.00. CSF: CiZ$3. Too: £2580. 

35ft X SWINGING SIXTIES IS U4W»cnflJ 
6-1 fib toe 2. Beflw Gate Bt* 25- ft 3. MW 
Patch 6-1-15 ran. 8-1 co ter Ke4y Mac i5tb). 
Sh-hO, 5. (GL Moore. Epsoml. TbOK £1030; 
12.70, £9.80. £3.00. Dfi £129.90. CSF; 
£130.65. Tncast £874.19. Tito: £302jOO. 

4.20: 1. SEA SPOUSE (N Adams) 6-1; 2. 
Pride of Kashmir 13-2; 3. Zatopefr 16-1; 

4. Battleship Brace 13-2. IB ran. 5-1 lev 
Rmerand Thictaess. Hd, V5- (M Btonsftartt 
Upper lamooun). Tote: £7.10: £1.40, 
£2.60. £2.80. £2-60. DF: £2170. CSF: 
£44.92. Tncast: £412-20. Tno: £284.00. 

4.50: 1 SIEGE PERILOUS OTatt) 14-1 
2. lAmtsam 7-1 3. Mtonteeristo 8-1 4. 

RKHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Uluru 
(Huntingdon 235) 

NB: The Bounder 
(Huntingdon 4.00) 


3 4-61110 UAXSe (14) R5 (D5 N Caft^aii 9 11 4„ — DOA0wr 
C U2U341 CR05S CAJWON (21J J Hatora ID 11 2 TRaod 

5 4J£BU2 SCOLE (11) Pt !BF] a HOotO 11 ID 11 JtBa&P) 

6 031GR CONTI fTESlRUWL (HI) (62) G B^cng 6 10 6 —A P McCe^r 

7 f3-55W KK7A SMART (WJ ID) KMa^i 12 10 4 ASSatth 

8 6FA2P45 RAGLAN RCMD (13) Ug& AB rbnax 12 10 1 JRyan 

- B declared - 

BETTING: 11-4 Denrer Bay, 3-1 Mneree, 7*2 Scale, 92 Crass Cteme, 
B-l Darii Ote 10-1 Conti ifEatrawt 12-1 often 


2 63-3236 MBJfcAS SWAN SOMG (12)(D)fC A GFboURHoaeB 8120 A toy 

3 413314 PASS mSBB. (112) (CD) bUtinQROnrcotonllli 9 RDreattuty 

4 222142 DM DO C25) W (C 1 Bteds) N Heouarec 9 ID ID MARityreid 

5 327451 CBROOfETflC^P) [Die %d«6BS) Rt>ri4r 11 IDO RBetoy 

-Sdacteed- 

Afctere ■reVto Jftt DwAaniiraaMfgfe: O AxAeiBN 13ft. 

BEmte 74 Sodrey Orest, 3-1 Medtote Smh Sate Das Do, 5*1 Dr Raetet, 6-1 M Ifctenl 
1995: fSrg Creto 10 11 4 J F TtiBf 7*4 IS Htafira# 5 run 
FORM GUIDE 

MB»W(B SWAN SONS ruts 1/45 imiy courae Hte. He tooA on Leotara and Martin's Lamp 
at mis meeting 12 rnonmses) end led Soumempton (rec 34to) utfl me final fence hee 
test montfu TVra and a heir miss on soft jpowi d w just beyond ten often ffsnl defend 
Tudor Fame at Nwwy on ra* nesaoubng ana he has far more enanesm this grade man 
he ted to a comperiDus &ancf Annuel at cneftefewn tot time. Socfety Guest tea been 
hurJAngmis season and retried m torm W«n a convmtang «n under a b*g tn ves- 

togcondRiens here recwnly. He Is not » wefi Iwdfcapped over fences but won three chas- 
es tost season and a tenuous Bne tfna&i KonreMa Mn& who ended to winning ran a 
Doncaster, puts ten in wbfi a Mmlto ohm* as MedinfiS Swan Song. Dr Rocket wore Ulnk- 
ere for the fea time m b long career a Herbert last ome and Dtybeipeo tenio a hare- 
fbu0it ren over me ptater Motes lay. Thai farm may not be g»d enou0i here end Dare 
DoinfwlstorertaWyifweabouts, nesabeceretenee. Uncharacteristic mistakes have not 
hetoad Dear Do In to fast two sorts. SMectfeK MEDINAS SWANSONG- 



u# more® home cwrtto dfeance tfwt ^e 
too ittto as wWtfi CNrtWWirftortOertfttor at Wndsor. Ha»« alSD 
te naeos id by some oute conodefaUe maepn » haw a chance m 0« tenet com. 
SeiecSon: INCHGAJLLOCH. 

ngpfCl ROVAL ARHLLEHY GtHD CUP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,200 

added 3m 110yds Pwwfty Vaftie £3^18 

1 463190 mSBUOOmnPJdn^JMtslliSr ^ -: — . - ^:Z7* DiUBe 

2 2«tsu HOBMANWWaORga CT gwen Ba PCbJ TTfgraon Jonas 11^7— 

3 2P*41 abmioN UP (6) (J Bar# sSoiiStoSS 

4 6CMQ0 HC»«I£(2fl£MaAy^RL T Bii^Ka*y^0— — 

5 339MP CDQiAApasraniBWgMitoWco^ 

s 0Aroca«inraB3aj{CD!iDEfwiteDfl^;«“ 7 — 

r f7WtS4 .«*Wffi«RBW(»8W^A«ar««A3iTOtfll7--- snSliSJ 

3 Sfifi?-3.niUESj»[I7)U!rTireflol|«*»7M®^^ 


lACnl "UBtOUe HUNTERS* CHASE (CLASS H) £2000 added 2n 
\~T^1 4fH0jd8 Penalty V^iue £1,646 

1 R22F&-1 RfflCAOWCTQ w (VfasjEhb)WSMt5CSajrdB5l3126 MrTNMs(7] 

2 4114-4F 9MBBB0RDUU LAD (3Q(BF)iStoi0tHW 8 MID 12 B WShUoktp) 

i HJ30T3P- AMARHOSapsajja^ (Mytel-Thi»Bs)iWi612122 MrCWantAetoiff) 

4 120111- C00tR£LWN(l«(P?fffJCWiD&ol0I22 MrAnUpafT] , 

5 052331 HALflAMTMH (RJ {21)(HJ Mames) HMameo 5122 l*AOade»JB» (7) 

6 643346 7TBWTWGWSyCaj9*>0»town.i/(W»BM122 MrPriretyfl 

7 5P*3 W- CHDSaoRnwauMiflJDSJWJErens) to lane &ss 1D1112 .JArNBROeyO) 

8 P3526-5 fiUIWD0Mf«(15*toEAtoc6d4Gfl*fr«eui2 MrABMfi]g(7) 

9 4HOBFS iiMO/n 078) ^ZSb^riKU^m) 121112 IMWepptrff) 

10 343/45/- Jom<nW(B7^(q(L9ltoiDe&*ahMteh)l«S£lAJohnsyil31112 

AfffAfafsfrff) 

11 342320 SO«LCUH9BI(2fl)(LGKm&e0SQfcaBl2U.12^ l*LLsy(7) 

12 35522F- Win'tfM»(3Sq(IHP8riemD0D9fff(ntanllll22 M IfrCMcn^ 

13 0- BEAUBfraRBUW(UG»utotMras9MitsHKni0s5]O9 

-fidaetesd- 

BETTBe 7-4 CtoBdetto, 7-2 Rto^teC-lUfkty Wto-frl^sOertiQratflUd, 15-1 to- 

bare lore, 12-1 Aaari Mag. 16-1 otbesa 

1S9& to) Ratftw 9 11 9 Ur A PMps 58 ID J CHS 0 Wl 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: SBrerdsle Fox (4.00) 
won et Tcrecrewr on Wednesity. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: SQverdele Fox (4.00.1 A SU- 
rerdele Led (5.00.1 here been sent 268 miles by K W Hogg (rom the 
1st of Man; Cram C e irerei (3.25) & CsramoMF (4 JO) sem2i9 
miksta' J HeDeta (rom Chester Moor. Co Durham. 


| 4 Cft l WIMBUNGTON FEN NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DfV 0 £2,500 added 2m 4f 
110yds 

1 123F48 POiwmoSflflKEaAeySUlD ATbcnkw 

2 00 BETTS? THAN 8813 (40) N Iwssntoaes 5 11 3 

-—-CUsatjyD 

3 00 BBOOGHTOTTS PORT (11) WUksqt 6 113— R Mrerey (5) 

4 OFAUm fd HBXEX pH) G HuCO&l 6 11 3 AQa to (3) 

5 OR) niSMCK(19) f Nng5U3._ BUptoe 

6 OPB NO MORALS (13) John R Oason 5 11 3 RSeppla 

7 000 TWICC SHY (UR C ftoad 5 11 3 WUarstan 

8 P-P DAWI GALE (1^ ) PaSflrrg 6 10 12 _TDescomb»iS 

9 0000 LADY FQORAGON (26) N SmOi 7 10 12 AfrMRMfc 

10 40U4PO PML»02)S6oSnei5lD12 MDnyer 

11 36-PCP0 SCAMAUACH 08) J Jertcre 6 10 12 SRa(5) 

12 31 BAWDRO SOYafflGN (13) (C) J Fansn^w 4 10 10 -P Mda 

13 HUKVCnAMRysn£103. IRjao 

— 13 

BETTING: M Papfrydos, 3-1 BwfordSorerelA M KHeOey, IM W* 
rate, 12-1 BrateteB’e Port, Lady Peedragan, 14*1 others 

VoTon] WIMBUNGTON FEN NOVICE HURDLE 
l~~fl (CLASS E) (DTV IT) £2^00 added 2m 4f 
uoyds 

1 13182 JBttrTS CROSS (21) G BaJtorg 5 11 10 APMeCey 

2 210362 TW OH (O ) JerSns 6 11 10 SFrafQ 

3 P6 HimaarSGOU>POIAFoBr6113 0 Hogan 

4 00 TICIAERRYMOM((U) HSa*)V6113 SCsnnfl 

5 0 DC MW£ WT (39) 10s £ 6 11 3 — ATtereton 

6 U0324G TKYMN PRBC (13) K CAltSKAOt 7 11 34ArRYMdey (7) 

7 435060 1WISP (Z^ Ms Memo Janes 5 11 3 JJfame 

8 00-40 CBDORAIfi LASS (19) JohnR Uoson 5 10 12 RS«nfc 

9 OCKJO HUKSUICrad] JPcfe(CC5iai2 DBenfty 

10 5 CLEAN (117) W Tarpkrs i 10 6 DGaBedw 

U 00 DASH TO TW PHONE (27) KUorStn 4106 ASSnBh 

12 5P WC BARROW DOWN (171) M to*t3no 4 ID 8 

0*7 Lyons 

-UdedaM- 

tCTTWa: S-4fc»ny*s Cross, M lta. 5-1 CtoteEt^. 10-1 DmhTb The 
Pncne, 24-1 The Aieny Mote, Napdeoo't Odd, 15-1 asms 

Ifeeel GLATTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£37S0 added 3m 2f 

1 1113-22 HBWT COW (22) (B^ D Mctoan 7 11 10 W Menton 

2 21/-123 DAR2S (39) (BR P Hai^r 6 11 8 MCfcton{7) 

3 WORM LUBaj (13) (CD) C rtsn 5 11 5 IRKarentyi 

4 p«624 STORM DRUM (U) XBafey 7 10 13 TJMnpbjrp) 

5 3P2 «KACfQWU'(22?OS»»«CS1021 MMeCarty 

6 00-3400 NORTHUMBRIAN KRB (SI) Ms KM&ton 10 10 10 


7 243M02 CONVOY (15) C Mam 6 10 3. MwdeefilfaByfT) 

8 154441 PET1AUCH (19)6 Koena ID 2— KOetoO 

9 l*UM MTS BUN (174) W John RUsn 8 100 K*W* 

10 P3P1-60 ACEPUOBt8ft)(39)MRarDCiappelB100 — £ Upton 
12 IW R0O0Wf77|W1toarvDMSlllI>0— .^ SMWpwre 
12 0-45050 PLAR7S RffLBto (33) (Q ) batons 5 10 0 S Fere (S) 

- 12 dscferetf - 

Mntnwn »e»t lOst True tamScap sejps.- Cats »«, « ffa»» 9 h 13ft 
Roctatr 9B 123). PMob 9sr 9CL 

BsmG: XI Hoar Cam. 7-2 Urea, 5J ftfflaoUt M Ash Me Ktoy, 
7-1 Dane, 10-1 NoRtnabrian Kite Sten Dram. 22-1 ofhera 

lo '$*\ wwtlesey HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS 
SfrJ D) £5400 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 431&Q DeMRwyfi3}p)J©bd0i2O lAsatg^i 

2 SJU144 MRffMRSQ(D|JQn9J02112 iUtoJdr 


I Ann! CRCDCTON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
ZZrJ (CLASS D) £3J50 added 2m LLOyds 

1 Q&6P1 AMAIE U8) (D) lady Hemes 7 11 10 EMnpby 

2 Q--03P30 ItE BOUNDBf (18) 0 Sbenwoa 6 11 7 lAMcCwtfcy 

3 4211 ROI DU NORD ffR) (11) (D) S Oampen 4 U 4_Q Tonney (3) 

4 561303 W5D0Mf3 Q>(Q)(BQ KMhrbaAII 3 ASSBMh 

6 JK4-U2 m MORMRIY (103HD9 (BF) 5 Boning 5 11 3 _AP McCoy 

6 F3UBDC BUSSED MBKWY (24) flOcAr 51012 DBRte 

7 CP-1501 SRVHIDALEFOKCBHD) « Hogg910l2(7ed 5 Wynne 

8 3CP60 RA DW» (28) ;iS*rt 6 10 10 LAtpel(5) 

9 005460 DESSUCHAUai9St(U2)JJert««6U)10 SftB(S) 

10 OOOR) S04OBB8Y (llj Mrs N Macatey 5 10 10 

MrMHNra0den(7) 

U 1U05 ratTERIBB Ufl(D)W(feg^s4 lplO BHtgan(3) 

12 0002-0 HUSH1MA(19J7te5l010 SMcNeB 

13 5GDA5A ASHBY HU. (U)R tart 5 106 DOSdhBa 

14 2-OQ5P5 BAUy PARSON (15) R DA3M 10 ID 6 PhtyHty»>(7) 

15 00600 DB30V IBNBi (15) MnSSrab 610 5.__Rklnnl Quest 

16 ODT POfnSttD»ilfl)UK^ciMtwSDcjft4104 

S Conan 13) ■ 

17 2-ana StPBlSHIUP<IC)(13?)H0nv8 203.-^Jae9dmu 

18 6006F an TREAT 02) P Hon 1 10 2 VYUasston 

IS OCHP33 HEUnVECHtNCE £M)7 Mg 71S2 Olftton 

20 CP3P0 SOWflMHVA STAR (US) R Hsna 6 10 1 BPOnMI 

21 060 VEHD£U#M(B9JDA!tum*K4iciO TllhnbyQ) 

22 PRMW LOWAWATHA (13) Vo E Heetfi 8 10 0 - Ramfc 

-22 declared' 

MHnunwa&clQst Tnje handicap VenM Ljswaa 1U), Lonenasns 

SreTfe 

BHTTWG: 6-1 Areate, 8-1 RoWhe Ctence, Rd iki NonL 10-1 » Sfert- 
arty, 12-1 Wbdom, PortscaUm, 14-1 often 


A ?n t longswntdn NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
Izrfrj E) £4^00 added 3m 

1 5Q4J21 GREY SMOKE (136) (D) Mss HKn©«6 119 JFTBty 

2 06-5313 SHMWCUOir £19) DAfcrtWtn 7 12 B BHo0sa(3) 

3 4QTF-0U AUD YWY NOT (7) Mis S 11 3— _ — ISchsd CUast 

4 iaxB2 BOLSturacrtmceoeinii3 wunsn 

5 P05 CARNMOtCY (19) J Kefens 8 11 3 TReed 

6 SS4UF4 CNMfPOCCf (1^ Ml E Keah 6 II 3 DBndey 

7 2AP5-510 COULBi LDCH CUB) M Wtetsia 7 ll 3 ._ BSunila 

8 OP7-33PP MW8BEA flfgN NTreroHteietSlX3 CLtaedyD 

9 0-2P32 OVBHHECORBBI27) JCUts6 113 MDaw 

10 0PO-40U MLtflfRJSS (20) B ftWnto 6 11 3 PCrtteny 

U P2-P506 fWAROOUA J Nngl01012 .G Upton 

12 HOW IWNCHB»(SM»i.Can(*n5107 IRtetos 

-12 declared - 

BHITMC: 7-4 BdBStaffboy, 9-4 Grey Satee, B-l StdoingUdd.lD-1 Od- 
appoai 12-1 Oyer Ibe Btnft, 14-1 COT*! Loch. 16-i oytem. 


SKI MARK COLEY 50 PLUS BSTWWrBUNPER 
ZZ. I (A STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE) 
(CLASS H) £1*550 added 2m UOyris 

01 SALMON BRB2E (13) N HetidKOn 5 11 11 Jllaae(7) 

il SW4TOS USE WN (58) M®HAftffir5nU 

8FRy*(5) 

0 8EACONFUGKT(39)B0eHaar5ll 4 WMentoo 

A BUS9IOiW(ia}UisPS^5114 JRItaley 

0 CORE BUSOESSpQUffy hemes 5 U< £«#piiy 

2-03 GOVERNOR MMH. (13) J OTtaa 5 11 4 

- - — - — Mcbaei BremB (7) 

0 anSWN0R(38}FMc«|tyS124 PGotary 

LABURNUM SOLD Mr. j PiWtn 5 11 4 A Bates (5) 

M00RDANCEHANNUanCder6114 BPend 

6 ORCHARD IQNG (13) 0 Bmsan 6 11 4 W«Wtii|7) 

DOO ROWDY YATT5 (4) B ftWw** 6 11 4 MrSAMabe 

SCOLMJEl K£te*v5il4 HVmtnB 

5-20 StLVERDALE LAD (114 hHoggS 114 SWynte 

CTSNB <SM£ 5 SteMttt 5 11 4 G(%ton 

0 ALRIGHT CLAMOR (22) NSmfti 6 10 13 teMRodda 

pomeaAqusfo&enoodSuia jiikcerty 

03 m>MIMS(2r)NlwBenO*Ki5lC>13^WMT5} 

MAREUO Ms M fafifey 5 10 13 QCtMffl 

0 POU2WiACa}MI*u&tep51013 JIMadoyCn 

Quarnre j cbsk 5 io 23 sonaug) 

TB’SYQUfflibtehWfBTEnaaeS 1013 Cltereljn j 

4 SCTHUB (27) (BF) >4 Mogr 4 20 10. J(58te!fr I 

- 22 dadarad - j 


Attaotk: Met 16-1. 17 ran. 7-2 fav toting 
Gate. lVi. 5. IS MWhams. Newmaried. 
Tola: £25.70; £41M. £1-80. £2.70. £290. 
DP: £311.80. CSF: £117.13. Tncast: 
£802 9a Tno; £781-30. 

Jackpot not won (pool of £12-3. 99L56 ear- 
ned torw&rd to Huntingdon todayi. 
Quadpot: £3430. Ptaoepne £299.60. 
Place Bt £152.80. Place 5: £89.96 

FONTWELL 

2.1D: l BOUVAR is Ryan) Bens tor 2. 
TrarenBe 40-1: 3- Snowy PWrel 9-1 ID Wl 
4. 1>A. |R Abaters!). Tote £2.00: £1-50. 
£650. £2-40. DF: £18J0. CSF: £32-92. Trw 
£332.50. 

2.40: 3L JURASSIC CtASSN! U Oshomel 
8-1; 2. Andres Mntf 9-4 fav; 3. Keane 3- 
■L 7 ran. 4. 13. (Mis LftdwrdB). Tote £8.70; 
£3.00. £230 OF: £15.70. CSF: £24.10. 

3JJD: l. SPRING GRASS fT Dsecomfte) 4- 
1: Z General Foago 13-8: 3. Cod Runner 
11-6 fav. B ran. 2Vb. 4. iB Rya«. Tate £880; 
£2.10. £1-30. CLIO. OF: £5.40. CSF: 
£10.89. Trio; £3.20. NR: One More Man. 

3.40: 1. CHURCHTOHm PORT CM A 
FtagBraWl 64; Z Stage Pta&er 10-1; 3. Pools 
Errand 6-5 tan. 6 ran. 3. dSL (PSun&j. Tbta 
£1.90: £3-30. £2.40. DF: £4.70. CSF; 
£13.48. 

4-10: 1. TOUCH SILVBt (A Dotting) 17- 
2: 2. MeJoik 11-4; 3. Marius 7-2. 6 ran. 
5-2 fav Mead Court i4th). 4. 3. (H Manners). 
TWec £1280; £2.40, £1.60. DF: t&lQ. CSF: 
£29.62. 

*Atk i- GAVE FAME OOsfwne) 100^30; 
2- Royal Raven 7-dtav; 3. Reverse Ttoust 
33-1. 15 ran. 8, 8. W Baiey). Tote £4.50; 
£1.90, £3-50. £18.40. DF: £4.90. CSF: 
£3 .36. Tno: £16810. Nft: Wise Kr«. 
Quadpot £5.90. Pfacepot: £18.60. 

Place & £35.08. Place 5: £20.65. 

HEXHAM 

ZOO; X. GENERATOR (LWyer) 11-A; Z 
The Stffeber 4-1; i Baasentnliy 5-2 ftv. 
11 ran. B. 2V— H Eaaerby. Marion). Tate 
£310: £1-70, £110, £110. DF: £6.40. CSF: 
£13.51 Tno: £5.40, 

Z30SlSHJMCIAtPM«ij 10-lZTtaa 
Scot 7-a Z RasceBy 141; 4. Rampant 
Rteto 14-1 18 ran. 11-4 fav rutucMeOusur 
(6th). 3. 7. (Mrs M Revetey. Sanhum). Tate: 
£9-30; £180, £180. £420. £3.50. DF. 
£18-00. CSF: £5023. Tncast: £497.16 Trta: 
£16130. 

ZOO: 1 UJPY MINSTREL (Mr A Pamor) 
11-2: Z Go S«y 11-2; Z Heawnfy CM- 
xen 10-1 4. Drafted Hut 8-1. 18 ran. 4- 
1 tor Mans Bear. 7, 10. 1C Parter. Locteteei. 
Tote: £8.70; £2.90. £140, £3.00. FL&C. 
DF £1730. CSF: £4100. Tncast £297.25. 
Tno: not won. NR?. Bara: Two Shoes. Zarnd. 

3-30: 1 MERRY MERMAID (5 Mew**) 
ID-k Z Jomove 9-1 Z hsyta Z1 10 ran. 
2-1 fav Ranee* Still- 1-/*, IV*- (8 Mectafc- 
fflrt. Haw«*j. Tate: £10.80; £230. £2.10. 
CLIO. DF: £37.10. CSF: £7118. Tbcast 
£247.42. Tno; £23.60. NRs fted Beacon. Su- 
pamoa rwt 10 Siewnoo (U-2) nas Mffveawn 
not under onKrs. Rule- 4 applies fo aA cels. 
deduction iSp In die pound. 

4.00; 1 MONOKRATIC IMr K Whetanl 8- 
1- Z Affadeer 15-8; 3. Savoy 7 4 fav. IS 
tan. l>rt. Z (Mrs S Bramab, TfersW. Tote 
£7.00: £110. £2.10, £190. DF: £15.00. 
CSF: £2320. Trio: £4J20. NR: Grouse-M- 
Heather. 

4JO: 1 CARNETTO (A S Smttil 8-1 Z 
Seaaoal 7-2 fav; Z Doctonaater 4-2 10 raa. 
5. V*. IR Brents. Belfort). Tote £1220; 
£3.20. £150, £2.00. DF: £27.40. CSF: 
£36.84. Tncast: £123.46. Tno; £46.60. 

ZOO: L CIRCUS UNE (A Ttonton) 4-7 
tav; Z Sahro 7-2: Z CorMeu 12-2 11 ran. 
3Va. 6. (MW Easteroy. snenff Hunom. Tote 
£Z», £110, £140. £3.40. DF: £190. CSF: 
£3.81 Tnoc £1730. 

Quadpot £12.40. Ptocepot £46.90. 
Piece 8: £<32.91. Place a £45.51 
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BETTVI&Zl Sounds lAann. 6-1 Sbenfarie Lad, Z1 Stem Bmara. 
Jfl-1 Ateeio; 32-1 latenen Geld, fioreraor SteM, 14-1 dfcn 
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CRICKET IN CRISIS: Part two of the Independent’s investigation, into the English game 


Kick start 
needed 
for stalled 

system 


Lui me start with an anecdote, 
or maybe il is an analogy. 1 have 
an MGB (chrome bumpers), 
which I cherish for its quintes- 
sential English ness. Some years 
hack I sent it to a garage, high- 
ly recommended hy the MG 
clubs, tor a major overhaul: new 
seats, reconditioned engine, 
new panels and paint. When il 
came back it looked the part, 
but it had not been tuned prop- 
erly. the seaLs were loose, the 
clutch was damaged and drip- 
ping fluid and. most frightening 
of all. the engine mountings had 
not been tightened. While to me 
that car meant something, to the 
■so-called professionals it was 
just another job. and a job 
done poorly at that. 

Now let us move on to coun- 
ty cricket, which provides the 
players for the England team. 
Like mv MG it is an anachro- 
nism really: fine for the enthu- 
siast and the connoisseur, in its 
element on the highway's and 
hvways of England but out of its 
league on the motorways. 

English cricket, stuck in the 
slow lane loo long for most peo- 
ple's liking, has needed re- 
building for years. Yet all that 
happens is a change of spark 
plugs in desperate days, so that 
the game can stutter «i'n until the 
next breakdown. I would say it is 
too late now for reconditioning 
the old model if England are to 
be competitive in the new world 
of crickeL We need a brand new 
model, a structure that takes the 
game out of the hands of the 
counties and places it under a 
management with the intellec- 
tual vision and ability to ad- 


i Graeme Wright 

minister a pyramid system that 
promotes excellence from age- 
uroups upwards. 

Unfortunately, and ironical- 
ly given cricket’s conservatism, 
achieving such a system will take 
a radical shift ofThatcberite di- 
mensions. The professional 
counties would cease to oper- 
ate as employers in their present 
form. They would become, at 
best, representative bodies with- 
in a national framework de- 
signed to bring on the best 
cricketers for England. This 
would destroy county cricket as 
it has functioned since Victori- 
an times but. as the Spanish- 
Amcrican philosopher George 
Santayana wrote: “Destruction 
is only the shady side of 
progress." 

Nor should representative 
cricket be played all summer 
long. If the County Champi- 
onship is an indicator, there is 
little demand for continual first- 
class crickeL The county game 
is a minor entertainment, fol- 
lowed at a remove from the 
grounds, and certainly no 
theatre could remain in business 
if its “audience" consisted pri- 
marily of those who followed 
plays! operas and the like only 
by reading the reviews. 

Too much cricket is being 
played by the top players at afi 
levels in England. Al the MCC 
Festival in Oxford last July, a 



Ray Iffingworth (left), England's chairman, aid Mike Atherton, the captain, may have different views Photographs Emptcs 


number of the best schoolboy 
cricketers were below par. ow- 
ing to the amount of cricket they 
bad played earlier in the season. 
Injury and exhaustion prevent- 
ed some of them from going on 
to the showpiece matches at 
Lord’s. 

I would argue, and have ar- 
gued, that the great need is time 
in which to practise. Practice, as 
opposed lo “nets' 9 , seems to be 
anathema to English cricketers, 
yet as Gibbon reminds us, the 
Romans realised “the imper- 
fection of valour without skill 
and practice... they compre- 
hended whatever could add 
strength to the body, activity to 
the limbs, or grace to the mo- 
tions". Nor did age and knowl- 
edge get the veterans out of the 
dally repetition of what they had 
already learned. 


Somehow I caonot see Ian 
Botham, touted in some quar- 
ters as English cricket’s new 
Messiah, being a Gibbon man. 
Botham is no Bobby Simpson 
or Bob Woolmer. It would be 
worth remembering that South 
Africa sacked their own un- 
quenchable all-rounder, Mike 
Proctor, to bring in Woolmer. 

Even so, I can understand 
the attraction of a vibrant per- 
sonality such as Botham. Tbe 
old pantomime king would 
make a champion spark plug, 
and heaven knows our cricket 
has been dull, u nimag inative 
and joyless since his rerircmenL 
Some might even say its very 
problem is its John Major Eng- 
lishness. But it is good coach- 
es. not caviar, that English 
cricket is short on. We have fall- 
en back dreadfullv in tech- ' 


tuque as well as attitude over 
the years. 

In Mike Atherton. England 
have an intelligent cricketer, as 
weQ as a good one. But much 
has been asked of him. In 
1988, when Atherton led Eng- 
land in the Youth World Cup, 
the Young West Indians were 
captained by Brian Lara, who 
is still only West Indies’ captam- 
in~ waiting. Atherton, on the 
other hanck has already cap- 
tained England through thick 
and a lot of thin in six and a 
third Test series, plus the World 
Cup. 

La that Youth World Cup, in- 
cidentally, England, with nine 
county players, lost to Aus- 
tralia twice (once in the semi- 
finals). India and Sri Lanka, so 
Atherton is probably captaining 
to his handicap. The tourna- 


ment was won by an Australian 
side coached by Jack Potter, 
who established Australia’s 
a cd aimed academy. 

A glance at Englan d's mid- 
dle-of-the-road • TJnder-19 
record since then reinforces 
the case for a cricket academy 
here. In 14 series, against the 
other Test-playing countries, 
they have won five and lost six 
“Test" series and won six and 
lost five one-day series. . . f • 
. But any academy would be 
worthless if ail it did was-tura 
out young cricketers for a coun- 
ty system that has passed its use- 
fulness. Reforming that is 
where the real challenge lies, 
and no one seems wimng to 
grasp iL ' 

Graeme Wright is a former 
editor of Wisden 




TABLE OF TEST CRICKET 


£ THE ONE-DAY WORLD 


j There is no definrtive assessment of the relative positions of the Test-playing nations, but the Independent’s Table of Test Cricket is the most 
\ complete regularly updated study. Produced at the end of each calendar year, the 1995 table (below) shows England in sixth place of the nine 
1 Test nations, well behind the five teams above them, and only marginally ahead of Sri Lanka. Since the table was compiled England have lost 
| the Test senes in South Africa. . . * 

J | Home I Away 1 • Series ' j ; 


The following abte cows aH one-day ini ar na floralapayedgithafr^-- 
yeat penoc since the begmrnng of trilrl991 Engjtafl suraraeraaaaanr 
p w l ' wn \Tto* Vtet-i 


Australia 46 24 13 6 5 770 32.08 22 9 8 5 1220 55.40 

Pakistan 32 12 5 5 2 - 350 • 29 - 17 ' - -20 -g , - A;.'. T V IQgfr ' 5340 1 ; 

I West Indies 28 12 6 3 3 360 30.00 16 6 6 4 840 52.50 

i South Africa 19 10 A 4 •2,---,2S0 ;2g.(X>; ; ... 9-.;. & 4 ■■ 4 69 .-SEH-: 

I India 24 9 5 ' 3 1 31Q 34.44 15 4 6 4 640 42.60 

: England 39_ 26 6 8 12.460 .17.69 v t3- ~4 ^ . 3 V; . 6' V 520 ;rt4OQ0: j 

; Sri Lanka 25 11 1 6 4 170 15.45 14 3 6 5 540 38.51 

New Zealand 29 ~13 ^2 4 ...7 180 -16 'rt-2 ,7.L--v.r:?: ..,:. 480,., 3QjQ0r 

Zimbabwe 11 8 1 4 3 130 16.25 3 0 1 2 40 13.33 


_W L_ 

7 3 

_5 1 

4 2 

_3 5_ 

Irtish 

0 3 


South Afrfc 
Sri Lanka 


116 62 47, 
"§5 ; .51 41 


38 

40 • .47 


33 46 

6 .34 


5 - , 53 «a -. 

a-- ■■sisiT. 

~3 5Z29 

0 - - 4SL1& 
O 

0 -- ' 4S47 

1 -3S LZ8 - 
T~T3AM 


6.66 6062 

0 2958 


Paints are calculated as follows.- *e table includes an matches over a four-year period dating back to 1 January 1992. Teams get 50 points tor a home victory, 30 for a home draw 
and 0 for a defeat. From the home points total a home average is calculated. Teams get 100 points for an away victory, 40 tor an away draw and 0 for an away defeat From the 
array points total an away average is calculated. Bonus points are awarded tor series victories. The number of series vlctones is divided Oy the number of series pla&d and tfte to- 
tal multiplied by 30. The total consists of the home average plus the away average plus the bonus points. Series must consist of at least two games. Drawn matches in which more 
than a tNrt of the pla-ang hours are washed out 110 or more hours or five or more sessions! are not counted. 


Biglenirs performance in foe ona^ay pm can be traced bjfthefctew- 
ing year^y-yeat treahtamt It * Mmttng id i*we rhat trty-Zrrtjabwe • 

- usk pfyed tower Jnatchea m Pbs patod- • ' 

1991-92 (2nd) ■ 16 -il ' 4 ; ■: I. ' 0 ■ .€K?S : 

3962-93 (3rd) • -13 . 7: .6 .• 0- " 0 -. 53L84 

1993- 94 [3th] ' S' 2 ”6 O' 0. 2900-' 

1994- 95 Qnd) ' 3 5 2 - 1 •' 0 : ' 62SO - 

1995- 96 (8th) 16. 5 11 0 ■' 0 " 3I-2S - - 

S M worm notmg ms-Sn u»*a - s average has rtswi from 23bT to : 
1991-92 to 6250 in 1995-96 fc4owrethwr Van Cup. 

Research: Chris Mamr 


Every gardener knows that a 
plant cannot .flourish without 
healthy roots. Cricket’s roots are 
the game as played in schools 
and the junior dub sides, where 
most players take- their -first 
steps. It is an area in- which, 
more than once, English crick- 
eLhasbeen accused of neglect. 
As debate continues on -die 
latest crisis at the top, is such a 
charge stili valid? I'_ 

Few would deny that cricket 
in. stale schools is m serious de- 
cline, nor contradict the view 
that talent nurtured in educa- 
tion’sprivate, sector s too often-., 
lost; to the professional game 
. once career choices loom. 

: ’ -• But, the notion that young 
Englistrp layers are technically; 
backward and poorly schooled 
is contested, and not just by 
those who would be blamed for 
any -shortcomings. More sur- 
prisingly, perhaps, there Is a 
view from within the county 
game, from those most likely to 
be critical, that professional 
cricket is sift] welcoming high 
quality recruits. 

On the face of it, the struc- 
ture of cricket at schools and 
youth level appears confused, 
with responsibilities shared be^ 

tween the National Cricket As- 
sociation,- the English Schools’ 
Cricket Assodationtbe league 
chibs and tbe counties. lt is one 
reason-why there has been sup- . 
port for the umbrella of an Eng- ' 
lish Cricket Board 

These interest groups'some- ' 
tbnespuD in ififteraotcmedioss. 
But since they were linked un- 
der a national development of 
excellence - programmed’ the 
fruits of their labours have Been 
pooled to inch good effect tto 
Young Englnndsides up to uh- 
der-1 9 level are a match furany- 
in the world. This summer, 
countries competing for in the^ 
inaugural Lombard World 
Challenge, an under-15 world 
cup, will envy this country’s . 
productive grassroots. ~ 

. “On the whole, cricket at 
youth and schools level is very- 
healthy,” Mike Dunn, one of the 
NCA’s regional development 
officers, said. “It is not perfect, 
but we have a much better sys- 
tem than we once did. 

“Over the last three or four 
years there has been an explo- 
sion of crickeL Previously the 
secondary schools and ESCA 
were the first points of contact 
for young players but the clubs 
have brought their influence to 
tbe fore, running junior sections 
even down to under-nine level." 

This has come about despite 
the huge erosion in cricket 
played in state schools, al- 
though the game at that level 


WHAT'S- WRONG 
;W!TH THE YOUTH] 
OF TODAY? 


, :1 Joh Culley 

1 —... ■■■■ ' ' / •» 
appears not. to be facing ex- 
traction yet,bleak as the picture 
may be. Dunn said: “Much of ■ 

- the early talent is public school 
Or prep school based, but I know 
that inmy area, Hertfordshire, 
there are a lot of state schools 
ployin g, and a iot of teachers 
willingly giving their time." 

. “tf there ^ areas to be un- 
proved, cnoe. is the- quality of 
coaching. There is. an abun-':- 
dance of coaching and many - 
dedicated, enthi isiastic people. - 
in state schools as well as else- - : 
where. But it is riot always 
good coaching.” 

■ Tt.is an c^rinion with whkh the 
Nottinghamshire and former - 
Lancashire coach, Alan Orm- '• 
rod, would broadty concur, al- 4 

ihoughbe has concerns over the 
devetopment of young bowlers. ; 

.“The product op the batting 
side is excellent,*" he said. “But 
I feel we have to relook at the : 
way we coach voung bowlers. If 
we could get tke coaching right : 
at under-lfrJeveL, bowlers com- ■! 
ing into the game would have 
. more idea.about getting bats- • 
men out arid it might just elim- 
inate a lot of injuries. 

“Bovdingis thehardest part 
erf the game to coach and it de- : 
pends on tbe quality of people 
mvphred. I -would like to see - 
. more county bowlers, especial- 
ly those who Ji^ve had to work : 
-at. 'thefr 'j^me,..- working with : 
clubs.: to; pass on their experi- 
ence.*. - ■ ; ■ • 

“The fktyr of -players from ■ 
state schools is not as it was in rt 
■the past bift^lhe' clubs have ;, 
taken over the mantle of trying 
to bring omyoung pi ayers and • 
if we can get morecounly play- r 
er&inyolwd, the dubscanbe- 
ajtnenwreprofesaonalin their - 
approach.” • •.• ■ ’ 

If the English game’ s nursery 
is, essentiafly, functioning weft, c 
the matterofwfay it appears not ■: 
to breed winxinigT^t teams re- • 
mains an unanswered question. ■- 
Ormrod's belief is that tech- *■ 
nique is not the problem, “tf ‘l 
you. waiit .to be nit-picking ;• 
about tedinique, you could 
look at players from all coun- 
tries and find flaws in the way -j 
they play," Onnrod said. “I’m 
inclined to think it tsan attitude = 
problem. Players wan! to be ' 
successful as individuals but 
maybe they arenot determined 
enough, in the team sense, to 
win matches.” • ■ ■ . 


TO SAVE ORANGE 
A BIT OF MONEY 
WE'VE PUBLISHED 
THEIR PRICES 
NEXT TO OURS. 

(FUNNY THEY NEVER THANKED US) 


Focus abroad is on national teams 
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j There are two essential differ- 
ences in the way in which the 
first-class game* is played in 
England and abroad: the struc- 
ture and the weather. 

England are the only Test 
match country playing in the 
northern hemisphere, which 
means cricket is confined to, at 
best, six months and often 
played in dews, damps and icy 
winds. Abroad youngsters can 
exercise, train,’ practise and 
play in a more conducive cli- 
mate for longer periods. They 
mature more quickly and per- 
haps for historical reasons are 
more fixated upon the nation- 
al rather than Lhe dub team. 

English first-class cricket is 
based on IS county clubs. 
Nowhere else are there more 
than eight per country-. 

In Australia, the major com- 
petition. the Sheffield Shield, is 
fought out by six states playing 
over four days and with the re- 
cent added" refinement of a 
play-off. The Australian Crick- 
et Board is reported to regard 
the Shield, cold bloodedh. as 
fulfilling “a development role". 


The South Africans as ex- 
pected, have gone hell for 
leather for internal ional fix- 
tures on their return. Eight 
provinces still compete for the 
Castle Cup, but that narrow 
base might have to be expand- 
ed as township teams develop. 

West Indies cricket is basAl 
on the traditional five islands 
plus Guyana, and as each is also 
a nation state, politics is never 


Sustaus ■ . 

FtCdass: Sheffield SWeM-Eaen sow buys 
10 games 

ijTreoOiavMaurOelfluhalh is aanceCic 
- 50 wets; round ro»j. Wowed final 

ENGLAND ' 

I Eighteen counues 

) Fnttfliss: CcwntuCha'notorafap-eaefrstee 
) daw 17 waehes - - 

I Unwed overr NaiWest Trawvy - 60 ows, 
| VrocKvC Season and Hedgs tip- 55 ows. 

I wai matches, auarter-ftnas, wntflrtate. fi- 
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:.firac£X 2 0uk«pIeWv - itundfOxnd 10 
I macfiea br &ach zonal »ce. Senes m thar 
| comes ine Rani Ticpnjr. umti 27 vans anted 
I wto foe fwe tones {three of five.wams^tao 
i of w- teago# wsis, too three thraugi to 
j NnocASut SQ9S of tiv»-*ay mwenes 
I United ounrs; DcoOur Cup - <ycj oten 


I TOO 

1 CRIC 

MUCH 

•KET? 

j Derek 1 

-iodgson j 

very far away. 1 
to be internal 
both as a rais 
profitable cono 
vaby.whftc fieri 

iVest Indies have 
:ionalty minded 
on d’etre and a 
era. Domestic ri- 
ce. has to be sub- 
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NEW ZEALAND 

So re0ons . 

fimesos; She* Shield - mcti Ade ctsys fiw' 

games 

umsed eeerv Shea Cup - 50 owes, round 
rahm, p to y o ffs , final • r 


PAKISTAN -- J . - 

E&n regom 

first class; Qod-e-Aam trophy - each Orta 
pins amen maaJws. Takes place in the sec. 
ml nad of toe season: leans selected Atm 
ire nne outs sponsored sides of the fop tk- 

treon of the- Patron's Trophy wfio Wgn 
matches, foaowed by serra-Rnafs ano a final. 
Ixwtao Owens Ws>s Qjp -17 teem* SO dvm 


ordinate to the needs Of the 
Caribbean team. 

New Zealand cricket evolved 
from six districts producing a 
programme of 18 first-class 
matches played over-four days 
but the significant development 
has been the huge swing to- 
wards one-day play. A Nation- 
al Academy has been 
established in Christchurch. 

India’s millions compress 


. SOUTH AHUCA ... , .v.;_ 

-Eight prewncas --.' - - -. 

Fas ctasc .Casfle Cup- aeon iswineepiays 
: «h«n &rras. Bw»a»thaf«thB UOB Baafo 
composed of '12 teafiv-flra foe smaSer 
pnsMes end the Btrafm Ohtm top-sides' 
m tBOdUdont. TbforjAiirtetfRntn each. . 
Unwed owns foKBsasoe ml Hedges- series' 
^•50 own, d&Mi&l roetri« ' 


WEST INDIES . ' i'.J.i- 

Shlstmtsidas ' V. 

Fmt dess; Red Stripe Cup- saoh dd* liset 
fbe-proes 

tAnDedtMVKOMdeeaanSrWd -f&arem. 
round MHn.-«toiMd UyfiwE -I... ... 


their leading competition into 
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mumj TropDy ctoo cnmpeuogn -'-'IKSSovd KiSodfil.AfocB " 


Ranji Trophy, in which a zonal 
three-day competition becomes 
a knock-out competition at the 
quarter-final stage played over 
. four days. 

In Pakistan, there is a simple 
eight-club competition played 
over four days' for- the' 

. Quaid-e-AzamT3cc^>lty,a®d be- 
ing a newer nation the focus is 
almost entirely oil the nation- 
a! team, whose success or " 

failure deemed, to reflect 
upon the country: politics is ■ 
everywhere. ... 

Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe 
could be said to be evolving 
downwards, a structure being 
built at . club level . to develop ; 
players for die national side.' In 
Sri L a nk a, identities can be", 
: blurred. Western Prqviiice Oty ~ 
; played VVestenj. Province North 
m a recent title play-off; Zim - i 
babwe has ontyjtist established •' 

a first-dass touraamenV the 
Logan - Cup, involving ’ four 
teams playing .over four days. 
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Pickering to miss Olympic camp as coach is excluded 
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Swimming 

GUY HODGSON 


It would not be a proper British 
swTmminc team al an Ohtnpic 
Games if there wns nol some 
controversy, and the one going 
Jo Atlanta confoims to ripe. Af- 
ter the triaLs in Sheffield come 
the tribulations, and they are fo- 
cused, as they were four years 
ago, on the coaches. 

Cutbacks in accreditation 
mean the head coach. Bill Fur- 
nas, will have only four men un- 
der him working directly with 
the swimmers which, for a team 


of 28. means the politest de- 
scription of their workload is 
onerous. Noticeable by his ab- 
sence is Karen Pickering’s men- 
tor, Dave Chapman. 

In Barcelona, Pickering, 24. 
was less than pleased when 
Chapman was excluded from the 
official list of coaches but at least 
his accreditation allowed him ac- 
cess to the poolside. In At- 
lama, unless the British Olympic 
Association can negotiate more 
places, he will not even be al- 
lowed that privilege. 

~l'm nol happy, but what can 
you do?" Pickering, who will 
compete in the 100 metres and 


200m freestyle, said. ‘At the mo- 
ment. each coach wil] be look- 
ing after seven swimmers, which 
is too many. Well just have to 
hope the BOA come through.” 

Whal Pickering, world short- 
course champion over 200m in 
1993. has done is remove her- 
self, subject tn changes, from the 
training camp in Tallahassee, 
Florida, from April 29 to May 
14. This is in direct contraven- 
tion of Furniss's hopes. 

Chapman, Pickering’s coach 
since 1987, said: “I don't think I 
will be able logo ©Tallahassee, 
and we don’t see the point of to- 
being there and me being here;" 


Funriss said there would be no 
coercion but he clearly antici- 
pated all die team would be in 
Fforida. 'Thcre ls an ex p e ctat ion - 
the swimmers will go to .the-' 
camp," he said. Thedhnate hi 
Atlanta is going to be extreme’, 
and we need to know how they . 
Win cope With uie conditions. jf . : 
there is a reasonable request to 
miss the camp, however, we-wfli 
not exriude them fromthe team.' . 

“The accreditation situation 
is dire. We have had extensive ’. 
talks with die BOA about extra 
places for staff and we wifi, 
pursue That vigorously.* 

The one surprise name in the 7 : 


squad isl6-year-6id JanineBel- fZ 

ton; who js. included- ’ in . fite 

women’s 4x200m frecayje relay -5? 
wen tboorii she ontyfeshedfifth ? 
in the ZQOtn freestyle at the m-' & 
ak. She is cover for Sarah Hardr 
castle, who faced competingin the ^ 
8pQoi freestyle final and the P* 
heats df the relay on tfe samfi day, |j 

OOfWB HOAY KAH&.Mei ^don V- \ 
_^LA»jftoB.<UecW,raB4iereBJriniiw. o’. 
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. PHIL SHAW: 

TSCKSS; . . "jJ .' •. ,-•- •-«>'*' •--• 

.■*•••. -.-— tL-*., 


in as h^g a game as this final was 


nothing short of disgraceful. 

lout at lea* 





fj ; ■?£ >. dec%feg , ius 5^Sh to leave. .- . 
■'teX'. - • 5^^'«tairt^f1xanrfer<iead- 
.: ffit weekv there was a distinct 

burning bridges about 
jjS~. Ealmer's outburst. The former 

'England midfielder, a £2.7m 





ion; the lack of effort 
by professional players 


“I didn’t play well wit at least 
i 'competed lined. If people can 
come off at the end of a g^m** 
and say that, well fine, but 1 don’t 
think there were many who 
could. Oui best player was young 
Andy Gray, ana that says it all.” 

Palmer also denounced as “a 
disgrace” the abuse directed by 
some Leeds supporters at the 
manager, Howard Wilkinson, at 
the end of the match. U I was dis- 
- appointed with die treatment he 
received, because he didn't de- 
serve iL It was down to a group 
ofplayervwho didn't perform. 

For Broffn. the Swedish 
World Cup striker whose role 
was restricted to that of a late 
: substitute, die final may also- 


handed chance 





by Republic of Ireland 


'Stay Given, the teenage goal- 
dceeper, will be; handed his first 
bap by pew Republic of Ireland 
manager. Mick McCarthy, 
against Russia at Lahsdpwne- 
Koad tomorrbw. - . X 
WhfleGiverLl9j embarks 
on the Tirst steps of an in- 
ternational career,- Ally Mc- 
iCoist the veteran Scottish 
striker, will joinaSelect band of 
players Mo ha ve won 5D caps ; 
whenfrejpbtyS'against Australia 
at Hampdefi Park oh the same 

J3igh£-;V£^ : - • - .7. ' .•• ••/ 

;<3iv^Tyas pulled out of foe* 
IrishLTnder-21 squad after the . 
Sheffield -'United -goalkeeper 
Alan Kelly- announced he- had 
a ’ tack . injury and McCarthy 
sm'd: ^St^rlias impressed me- 
veiy-inuch-in' training and fder- 
tainty. would not be worried 
about putting him in.” - : ; 

• Given, wbostarted the seat-: 
sonas BlarHTum 'sthmlidifnice 


goalkeeper, is excelling on loan 
with First Division leaders Sun- 
derland and has kept 11 clean 
sheets in ht$ last 14 games for 
. the Roker Park dub. 

McCarthy has been blighted 
late withdrawals from his 24 
man squad. Ray. Houghton, 
penis Irwin and John Sheridan 
-are the latest casualties follow- 
ing the Liverpool defender Phil 
Babb and the Portsmouth mid- 

- fielder Alhn'McLotighlic.. 

McCoist ^becomes the 18th 
member cf the Scottish Football 
Association's “Hall offame” for 

- playerswfao have hit the half-cen- 
tury and it will be his first start 
since treating ftisleg in.a 5-0 de- 
feat ty Portugal three years ago. 

. . Craig- Brawn, the Scotland 
. - manager, insists the selection of 

McGmst, vritowOl be c^tain for 
. the night, is notsentimentaL In- 
. stead, the 33-year-old is playing 
.for aplace in the summer's Eu- 


prove to be his swan-song as a 
Leeds player. The £4.Stn recruit 
from Parma said: ‘‘1 don't know 
where my future lies now. I 
wanted to play on Sunday, but 
the manager thinks his way 
and;! think min e. Perhaps We 
should go our separate ways.” 

BroHn added: “7 have to go 
away and thmkaboui ray future 
and whether! Want to play for 
Leeds. The way I feel at the mo- 
ment, X think I must try'io find 
another team.” ’ 

"Leslie Silver, the Leeds chair- 
man. pointed out that Brolin is 
under-contract to the club and 
suggested if . might help if he 
“talkediless and played more*'. 
Brolin. has a get-out clause with 
Leeds whereby be can leave if 
the club xeceive an offer of a 
pre-deterinined figure. 

Silver said that both Wilkin- 
son and his wife had been 
“deeply hurt" by the criticism, 
but intimated that the Leeds 
manager is intent on riding out 
the curren t turmoiL Leeds, 12th 
in the Premiership, play Mid- 
dlesbrough at home on Saturday. 

Brian Laws, the Grimsby 
manager, has finally been 
charged by the Football Asso- 
ciation, six weeks after the al- 
leged dressing-room incident 
that left Ivano Bonetti nursing 
a fractured jaw. 

The dub, who resisted pres- 
sure for Laws' resignation, re- 
portedly fined him two weeks* 
wages after he puWidy made his 
peace with the injured player. 
However, after receiving Bonet- 
ti’s version of events, the HA is 
now to take disciplinary action. 

Charlton have tabled a 
£500/100 offer for the Bolton 
striker John McG inlay. Birm- 
ingham are dose to signing 
Swansea's Welsh midfielder 
John Comforth for £350.000, 
whileihe Middlesbrough strik- 
er Paul Wilkinson is having 
talks with Portsmouth. 


consider Cantona recall 


Erie Cantona's recent goalscor- 
ing firm has set him on course 
for aiiftbchampionshrp medal 
in six seasons and could- earn 
him a^piace in France’s Euro- 
pean Championship squad. 

France's .- -coach Aim* 
Jacquet who has ignored taith-- 


way bade into the reckoning.’' 
he said yesterday. ‘Tt’s good to 
see that he has hit such good 
- fonnrecemly. But I knew what 
he was capable of 

“The dooris still open for the" 
. European Championship, al- 
though I have lo keep faith with 


GruoLafor thcfrieridlyvath Bel- 
gium onWednesday, watched 
the Manchester United player- 
on television. asilteOkJ Trafford 
ride extended their lead over 
Newcastle- at-'the- top "of the. 
Premiership to three -points 
with a l-0 victoiy over Totten- 
ham yesterday. . ; 7 ' 

Cantona scored his fifth goal 
in five matches and is threat- 
ening to steer United to their . 
second Double in three seasons. 
Jacquet is set to recaJI him for ■ 
the international against" Fin- 
land at the end of May. - 
. “Eric has never been out of 
my plans and is now forcing his 


Enj 

andcons of bringing Eric bads.” 

Finland are France's next 
opponents after Belgium, and 
they continue their build-up 
. towards Euro 96 with matches 
against Germany and Armenia 
at the- beginning of June. 

Cantana was J sequel’s skipper 
before his eight-month ban, 
whidi ended at the start of Oc- 
tober. Yesterday French news- 
papers widely praised Cantona’s 
display against Spurs and high- 
lighted his recent scoring run. He 
rana3ts popular in his homeland. 

The news for Germany is Ear 
less encouragmg.Tbey face the 


'an influen- 
tial midfield player below fiifl fit- 
ness. Andy MoUer. a major part 
of Germany's plans for this 
year’s European Championship 
finals, a lay-off of up to six 
weeks, faces Mdller, who has just 
recovered from a knee problem, 
■ learned yesterday-that he had 
toma ligamentm. bis left leg and 
is unlikely to be back in action 
much before the start of May. 
The injury means the 28-year- 


old former Juventus playmak- 
. of the 


er will miss most of the rest of 
the German league season as 
the leaders, Borussia Dort- 
mund, attempt to retain their ti- 
tle. M5Uer will also only have 
a month to get fit in time for the 
European finals in June. 

“Mdller’s injury is a real 
shock. It hurts to be without 
him,” Germany’s coach, Berti 
Vogts, said yesterday. “He has 
become very important for the 


team. 
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NBArOeKStKVJ 90 Vsncouvw 85-Jiew VtxV 85 
Dates 7% SmAnUnio 100 bxMnaTS: NawJer- 
sey 84 IMwAce 80: Ibwto 109 Crtcag) 108: 
WastNr^an 92 Denver 9Q;M»arw ill Boston 
3St rnanv, 103 WjAMates CSoperaBr; Sea- 
Ue 112 SKiaiaem lift ChartoRB 103 U* Aiv 
I ntun *ill • • 

BUDWBSet LEAGUE (Sunday): Herod OL' 
iM8Bter86;Ctater91 NetKseW 27;9ie(Baltl 
93 Mwctata 71; London I weft: 101 Bum- 
IrWia m 91. . 


Won (US12B-7; ] price MM 01 P Shw (Mai- 
35-16: K ftettow (Ava) br MeCoonk* 26- 
19: Pnce K U Manjnand 25-21; Shaw bt Dttn 
2S-l4.FonSactfcBA:MistDAat(CoMb- 
lands 34-12: betond Ot Jesa> : 25-21; Scoflanfl 
w M»aM 33-12: arnb^we btSinmpors 22- 
14. Soctfon Ik Canada tat Brant X-ll; Hong 
tongnt Nan** 21-17; New ZBaland bt Nua 
New GUBKfl 30-ID. Sactkn C: Botswana ta 


TRANSFBtS: Steve Uautona tgoateeper) 
Cantwna Cosnos » West item: Chrta U0*toot 
(mXJWdeO to Crewe. 

LOAN TRANSFSt: KaWtOTHaBocan (Oatendert 
Mwnearoij^i to Scomhotpa. 

SCOTLAND UNDER -21 TEAM (European Un- 
dw21Ctn<ivkswiW qaaMfial aeoead left 


v Hwicary. Easter Road. Etflntxggi. Inal^it) 


Kenya 3.1-14; En^Tbt Guamsey . 27-14: 


NWa»iatitThMart23-iS:Sout»iA»»atsSwB- 
land 2 7 =24. Sectloo D: F?i bt Argentina 24-23: 
Unaatf States M Zanaa 2aiB: Wes W West- 
ern Samoa 48-7.. 


Sttfa ttoenteen); M cNs aera. Gray loom 
‘ — ‘ ‘ “ " y. MW from 


Bowls 


WORLD 


rf 


9; 0 Foster (Kern OL PMatadcw (FB) 25 
Henrrxty F»V K F TAm«uan» (W Saw) 
ftaensK Andiansi 25«T Afcodi (Entf K 


Boxing:.. 

WBC WIERHATIONAL WEUERWBBHT TITIX 
CONTEST mnfaay): V BAranotr (ftusi ta Q Ch- 
one* (Aus. twMSet) «t 4th. 


Getter. Mia W B l Au i aO . PwaaMy, 

Dundee. VUJ). Dooaotly (Cetoc). Murray 
(Raosns). Uddaa (Barnsley), MDs<ton<StMr- 
ren),^ McUmBhfin (CeW. SatMCutss Mattun 
-fXfensnodd. Hanttwo l&rtteei. Crawterd (Ratti 
Rovers), Lava (HtbamanL. Baker (St M trail. 
REPUBLIC Of IRELAND UNOER-21 TEAM 
v Rnste, DroSNMia. tool**) ftotw 


Morppy (MnSMdonl. Daopsoy (Bonanunsj. 
Caw (martran). Maytay ileedsi. Cofl TO- 


25-17; tameay-bi Madiai 7S-13. Secttoo a 
SAamflmetPt 


•iff* 


K0On Wfl 25-10; R Branoy 

fN2) M J Quenpd t&iert 2S-14; B VMson fttor- 
«* bt K A ItunBOmi 25-1S R COedfl Oto) 
W J L vanduvanw (Zamj 25- 10: 0»s*6 tx Hrten 
259; Quavei « wHson 25-ift Alan or van- . 
dtsrawr25tS: BwtMyttUmTW. 25 S.S 5 c. 
tlon C: A Hc*a (Botl W Hon voemy OB (Bing) 
25-U5: N Bdikea SA) tt M OBBand fCanl 25- 
9; j Ranter flsij bt P CdfeflWro) 25-22: Z Bata 
(Malay) tt J P Porodeu (WIG) 25-13: HlcKS bt 
'GAtend 55-34; RaBWn bt Baba 25-9: Porwdai 
ttGa*B25-2^ SWtoffW MonyoongCh»2S- 
10. Saedon Ds McCbml*'<2im> tt «P Toloo 
(Cook W 25-11; D le Unusnd (Jansy) tt T. 


Cricket 

SHEFFIELD SHELD (ThW Omf of tburt 8*1- 
najc-Soutn Ausbate 383 (G S Btewro 106. O 
S Ittnrarm 82. P C Notes 70i 4 207 lor 6 (B 
A Johnson SOtW. NSW SWAP 25 7 (MG 

Beiwi 87. M E Waugh 57T wam ao c : Ojeens- 
tond M2 & 338 1M L (five 88: A I C DodanwOe 
5-70); Vicans 2S (D M Jonas 69. W G Ayres 
6ft M S RasttOtwH 5- 74J & 30 lor 0. Hobjrt 
Tasmania 357 lor 9 dec (M 1 dWartno 93, D C 


onhurn). Maher nctrertom). Baker IMrtdes- 
brouffi), Farrefly (Aston Villa). Kermady 
(Utapooll. CNaBlNondcn). nam (Piesaxu. 


FA UMBRO TROPHY SenMnai ftaw: Hyde UW 
v NortnwEh VUooa; MacdesMd Town v Oa 


Ivy (7rfw3eg ties to De payer) SMurcByu tort; 
secenr leia Saturday 20 Aprt): 


BoonM-iCcK 54 ) & 165Jqr8fl M MokJt 5- 


331: Mttsran Austraka 357. V L Langu 
R Manjn 65). 


c 



^CNPEPENPENT 



Be the first m the know 
to find the best snow! 


“0891 333 110 


facimte, up-to-date snow' and weather 
reports from oyer 100 resorts in Europe 
and Storth America by phone or fax. 
iTor i fa* report pte®e use 3 phone 
attached 10 \<our tn machine). - - 


FRANCE * AUSTRIA 

ITALY 

SPAIN N ANDORRA 
BULGARIA & ROMANIA 
Y- NOS1 H AMERICA 
v- SWITZERLAND 
> SCOTLAND 


* 


CiBiji* drayni »L3W»n 4 

jo 3 Hp/imataaaOmG 


cfaupralr 




r- " 



’ v«{» .KlVjftngteVtt cr&42 

MW 431) 


FootbaH 


SUNDAYS LATE RESULTS: Itaten Laa»ra Ton- 
no 1 (Jteawi pen 19) Cagfcn 1 (UniOarara 
pen UL SnantahLaatfia: RaN SoaedaQ 1 Uur- 
IOS 4S) Real MoOnd 1 (Raul 32|. Franefc 
legate: Aura»3 OttmidB 43. Jtott* 61. Ca- 
lmer og 72/ Pans St-Goman 0. W agaw 
iaagia -. Fslewras 2 Esuaia oa Arouoora 1: 
Odnwaes 1 Baknense O: SaWieaos 2 Gil V* 


PFAOMSRMMLIEAMSinCARLlNQPREM- 
(LNernoaUi G Ne»tta (Man- 


can» 3: Manomo O Owns 2; lea* 1 Le$s 3; 

*2 Bra 


cnastar UhO. Adam lAiSenon, &k>*Q (Asun 
vat»i. wited vetwi vaa. qm* im noth New- 
essUa), Stona (NttWWwn Foast}. OaOOt 


icnetteai, FanBnaod 
(Bttcttxmi. - . 

EM7SUMH LEAGUE RRST OWSiOK: A Kak 


Farense 2 Boama 0: Ctfraumamarsa : 
ga 0. Wartd Cft> Cooeacat oraRMac toana- 
nMdtllnt round SCsAbean Zona): Donvnean 
BeputNe3iRoOTeuez29. PeAa50. 82 iAiuob 
2 (CBveaar 64. MaMeit 86). 


h-fSheftsW Wife Mtttt rSmmandL RWrail* 


Rufus (.Cfartonj. Gordon (OW* 

Pataca), Bowyer (Chaown), Ran (Mdfwd). 
■Vchaal Cbav (SunOertaxH, Parirar CAcesur),. 
SbjrrVige (Deny). Cteridge Oetoo«eit. 
etOSLOCH. LEAGUE SECOND DWHUOMf 
WflfWYWdar Own Noos Counv- Tbyior awn- 
don). Cuhwtoouse, Botfln (Sraidon), Lennoo 
(es-Cawm). Maboo (BlaiawoO.OOw wtW; 
sag), ttMDy (Wtodurn). Stewart (BnsUf 
Rovaisi. N orm (Burney). 

BOSLEKH LEAGUE THIRD DmSKRC Stew- 

iraniGZr^wrr^XiipPHjt ^.Ho attsximffV 

mouth], WtJcox (FTeooni. w ron»(Piynwuth) . 

Obwk ftjooo »«n neaaw). Wtort. 

MnaaBa jCnWiaiil. SarMa iTYwon). Date 
(CanWT). 

The vyez Sarefieu gpafrfiepei^o^^ 
CftilaverT, scored with a free-WcK from 
inside his own half In his side's 3-2 win 
over River Plate m Argentina’s Cfeusura 
Championship at the weekend. 


Goff 

Laura Davies, capiteiising on a last-bote 
bogey by Kristal Parfcer-Gregoiy. shot 3 
two-under-par 71 id win ner third coo 
secuttve Standard Register Ping title in 
Phoenix, Arizona, on Sunday. The 33- 
year-oWBriBin became the first LPGA 
plqerto ooimpfcte a hat-tnek of tour- 
nament wn3 m successive years since 
Sandra Maynie captwed the Charity Goff 
Classic in Fort Worth. Texas, in 1973. 
'74 and 75. 

SOW WORLD RANNNG& l G Norman (Aus) 


l3-83pts ana: 2 c Monaomene iSco) 99U 3 
.... 1 4 E Oa <SA) 424; sc Pawn 



N PKceGirtU 9^4: 4 E i 
0^1 a?6( 6 B ten»> (Gert B.5& 7 N Ftete (Entf 
7JI4: SMOttN Uaoan) rx«l * S Eft» 0 an (AuU 
7.<K io t Lehman (US; 7.02. 

VOLVO PGA EUROPEAN TOUR RMWWMS: 1 
l Wbosnam WW) £228^20: 2 C Montpreene 
(Sets) £108330; 3 WRSeviTUiS) £50,021; 4 a 
GUM -(SCO) £S5£2ft 8 VB Wear* (SA) 
£84,721: 6 U A JarHnez (Sp) ETB^ee T M 
McNuav Cmtt £71308: 8 J Coerrea iAig) 
£59984: * P McGmlv (W) £67 JB51: ID 1 van 
OeVeiaeiFra) £61696. 

LPGA STAffflAJ® RKJSTER PING WOMEJfS 
lU(JRttUmrt(Ptnatt)Uatt«fbw terns 
284 L Danes WBl 71 73 69 71. 285 K Pertr- 
V-Greny lUS) 83 72 65 75. 288 K feMww 
73 7072 71. 

PREEPORMteOERMOTT CLASSIC (Naw Or- 


teant) Leading foal scores (US inteti utnt- 

171,3 


«R:275 S McCanun 8867 6S 71 280 TVIWson 
68 86 72 74. 281 T Totes 70 69 6G 76. 2S3 
B McCaJtew 73 84 75 7v p Sawan 74 71 
67 7U J Edwans 72 SO rt 72: S Latary 71 
71 68 73: 5 Lew Bl 68 68 TT 75: L Ctemecte 
6766 74 7a 


Hockey 


CHEAT SfBBUN SQUID (Pn-OtpBftc tauww- 
, Aariiy: J l— Mi (Teadnson. tan. 


DladnaafEasGnnmadl. 8 abeoB, M Paarn, 
i wwtrtaiiRfflir®. s Hazfin, a Mwa R 
TIujtrMon (an Howekwl, C BUm (Hawitt. J 
Shaw, S Singh iron SoumgKfil. C Iteyar. K 


- r -* 





Jennifer Capriati plays a volley in her defeat of the 10th seed, Amanda Coetzer 


Photograph: AFP 


Edberg edges back to form 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Key Biscayne 


Stefan Edherg's world ranking 
bad dipped as low as No 52 
when he arrived for the Upton 
Championships here. This sit- 
uated the former No 1 be- 
tween two British players, seven 
places below Greg Rusedski and 
six above Tim Henman- 

While the Lawn Tennis Asso- 
ciation is entitled take encour- 
agement from the progress 
Rusedski and Henman have 
made, there is little doubt that the 
30-year-old Edberg has rushed 
down to meet them during his 
farewell season on the tour. 

Currently only one place 
above his year-end ranking in 
1983, when he was a novice pro- 
fessional ready to stake a place 
in the top 20 for 13 years, Ed- 
berg has not been helped by a 
wrist injury, which may require 
surgery. “I’ve had problems 
with the wrist for five months,** 
he said. u If it doesn’t improve I 


migh t have to have injections, 
and possibly even an operation." 

In the circumstances, it is a 
minor triumph that the former 
Wimbledon champion has man- 
aged to string together three 
consecutive wins for the first 
time since last summer. 

Yesterday, he defeated Nico- 
las Pereira, 6-4. 6-2. Three days 
earlier the Venezuelan con- 
tributed to Thomas Muster's 
misery by eliminating the world 
No 1 in his opening match. 

Edberg can empathise with 
Muster to an extent On the last 
occasion the Swede encoun- 
tered Pereira, in 1989, he was 
knocked out in his opening 
match at the Stella Artois 
Championship in London. 

There were mitigating cir- 
cumstances. Edberg had just ar- 
rived from Paris after losing to 
Michael Chang in the French 
Open final - having accounted 
for Pereira in straight sets in the 
second round. Moreover, he 
recovered in time to advance to 
the Wimbledon final, losing to 
Boris Becker. 


Scveo years ago, Pereira was 
regarded as a player with 
prospects, having ended 1 9S8 as 
the junior world champion, with 
victories in the boys’ singles at 
three of the four Grand Slams, 
including Wimbledon. Now 25. 
and ranked No 114, he has 
faded lo reach his potential, in 
pan, he admits, to a lack of ap- 
plication. 

While Pereira remains a tal- 
ented player - his attacking style 
is a refreshing change from die 
customary Latin American 
baseliners - he was no match 
for a revitalised Edberg. 

Since announcing in Decem- 
ber that he would retire at the 
end of this year, Edberg’s con- 
spicuous lack of success in sin- 


gles 

lya 


matches has only be relieved 
a doubles triumph at the Aus- 


tralian Open in partnership with 
the Czech Petr Korda. 

Edberg. who has said more 
than once that he is prepared 
to curtail his final season rather 
than suffer the indignity of in- 
ferior performances, has perked 
up in the Florida sunshine. 


“Today I hit the winners like 
a normally do when I’m serving 
well,” he said. “It's very little 
that makes the difference. The 
way 1 played today was the way 
T ve been playing in practice. I’ve 
been a link tight in matches." 

There was no indication of 
nervousness as Edberg went 
about his business, attacking 
Pereira from the start. “It went 
pretty easy, especially in the sec- 
ond set," the Swede said. “Af- 
ter 1 got the break, he fell 
apart a little bit I was a lot 
sharper today than in the oth- 
er two singles matches.” 

So how is he enjoying his year 
so far? “Tennis-wise. It could 
have been a lot better. But the 
crowds have been very positive. 
I feel. The key issue is to pro- 
duce good tennis out there.” 

In foe women's singles. Anke 
Huber and Kimiko Dale ad- 
vanced to foe quarter finals with 
straight set wins. Huber, foe No 
3 seed, defeated Austria's Judith 
Wresner, 6-4, 6-4, and the fifth- 
seeded Date eliminated Silvia 
Farina, of Italy, 6-2, 6-2. 


Money is 
not main 
thing for 
Greening 


Rugby Union 


DAVID LLEWEliyN 


Gloucester's talented young 
hooker, Phil Greening, is on foe 
verge of turning down an offer 
Of £170,000 over two years to join 
Rob Andrew's Second Division 
Newcastle. Greening, who has 
three England A caps, rejected 
an earlier Newcastle bid of 
£75,000 per year for his services. 

Greening, 20, who has three 
England A caps, said: “I’d rather 
plav for Gloucester for lOp than 
go to Newcastle for £S5,000. It 
means going away from home 
and leaving everyone at foe club. 

“I've talked to Richard Hill 
[Gloucester's director of coach- 
ing] and wc have come to foe 
conclusion that it would be 
best for ray England prospects 
if I stayed here." 

The Bristol University and 
England A stand-off, Alex King, 
has reached foe same conclusion. 
The 21-year-old is expected to 
sign for Gloucester this week. 
The West Hartlepool captain. 
Tim Slirapson, 22. is being 
courted by Newcastle and Sale. 

The Rugby Football Union 
and its leading dubs made some 
progress on now to administer 
the professional game, and who 
gets what in iu in yet another 
meeting in London yesterday. 
But a joint statement issued af- 
terwards noted that there were 
still “clear differences" to be re- 
solved. The two sides intend 
speedily to meet again, possibly 
this week. The RFU is under- 
stood to have accepted the 
clubs’ wish for a 12-team Eng- 
lish First Division next season. 

Yesterday negotiators - the 
RFU represented by Cliff Brit- 
tle. executive chairman, and 
Tony Hallcu, secretary, with Don- 
ald Kerr of Harlequins heading 
foe English Professional Cubs' 
delegation - discussed specific 
differences, including competi- 
tion structure, player contracts 
and management organisation. 

SWALEC CUP SamMIml dmw uaneiu * Pon- 
Mwidd: Newport v Neain (Ties u> oe plavea 
Saturday 13 AptfJ. 


Alan Watkins’ 
column will 
appear in u 
tomorrow’s paper 


Australian talents eye Britain 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


Leading Australian players are 
said to be ready to fly to Britain 
to continue their careers after 
plans for their own Global 
League competition were 
blocked yesterday. 

The ruling in the Federal 
Court in Sydney that Rupert 
Murdoch’s'News Corporation 
can onlv continue to pay the 31 1 
rebel players if they return to foe 


Australian Rngby League’s Op- 
tus Cup means the end of that 
attempt to find a loophole in the 
court decision that Super 
League in Australia cannot 
start before foe year 2.000. 

News Corporation’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Ken Cowley, has ad- 
vised the payers to return to foe 
ARL, and foe players at all dubs 
- apart from the Canberra 
Raiders, who meet today - will 
do so, albeit reluctantly. 

However, some of the highest 
profile players, such as Canber- 


ra’s Laurie Daley and Ricky Stu- 
art. have made it dear foal they 
would rather play Super League 
in Britain than siay in Australia 
under those circumstances. 

European Super League's 
chief executive, Maurice Lind- 
say. in Sydney trying to help set 
up Globa] League, said he had 
been “besieged tty scores of 
top Australian players" who 
were willing lo travel to Britain. 
He has told them to fallow 
Cowley's advice, however, and 
return to the ARL competition. 


Newcastle branch out 


Basketball 


Sir John Hall has expanded his 
North-east sporting empire by 
snapping up Newcastle Comets 
basketball team. The deal, 
which will take two weeks to 
complete, will mean a change 
of name and team colours for 
foe Premier League side. 

They will become part of 
foe Newcastle United Sporting 
Cub alongside the Premiership 
football team. Newcastle RU 


Club and the Wisps ice hock- 
ey team. 

Sir John said the move re- 
flects the importance the or- 
ganisation attaches to 
basketball and will allow mar- 
keting and merchandising in the 
club to improve. 

Comets’ general manager, 
David Elderkm, said: “I believe 
that Newcastle United's re- 
sources and marketing strength 
will enable the team to be- 
come the leading club in foe 
League next year." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Taktor IC*nnco»i. J Kate, N Thompson iOM 
LoughtorearsJ. R Santa (Po» BsxcaWBl. 


Tennis 


■ce hockey 

NMj cnaaao 2 Anahrtn 2 icO: Colorado 5 Wte- 


UPTON CNAMPIONSMPS (Kay BteCUC. 
Florida) Mon’s third rocavt P Sampras (US) 
tt i Masex iSmu 7-5 7-6; G Navsavic (Cimi 
tt J Sane he? [Spi 6-0 6-3: R Krajceh flteou 


Npe* ’£. Edmomon 3 Ottawa 2; si Lous 2 Oa- 
non 2 1 


! too: PrtsUuTy 8 NY Range™ 2. 

BflmSH CHMMONB* PLAY-OFFS (Swate# 
Groi«> A: file 5 Nortngjiam 5: SMteo 7 Bas- 
tngaohe 3. Group B: Cam iff 9 HumbwsiK 2: 
Newcaeu* 4 Durham 6. ProtoMtenActeBaHoa 
ptey-offs (Sraatay): Snoop A: Btaettum 3 GuA}- 
fort 12; Mton heyna. l SracLnal 4. (hoop B; 
StencheSsr 7 Dixrfnes X Swindon 5 Skxifp 5. 


tt S Brngten <Sp» 7-5 7-6; A MpAedev lUtst 
Frj 6-7 


Rngby Union 

BARBMMMS tv Can*; 30 March): J < 

D State iBMouemwl. S CotneH 
(Cantorttae itetmou. S Satnat (AJurrew. ► Vac- 
carl (Catesancl; DCharva* 'RattfigCAfi). AP1- 
dwt (Oud M en San Isdre). A Watt (Gtassw 
HgtVlvmHlej. K McKenna (SOTng County i. 
P Wrigtf (Bnw ug maff. M Gtectwri (Tremsoj. 
S Miawo (Gtasew te^tWcawisrku. X Btooa (tec- 
ngClub). J Oardnar (Tre-itor, I Morr i son (Lon- 
don Scernsy. 


W C Panne (Frj 5-2 6-2: P Korda <C= Ran tt 
M Rios (Ctde) 6-4 6-7 6-4; T Maun (USi br 
R Fuian iftj 6-3 6-?: V Spades (US) tt S 
PescoscMo ilti 7 5 6-2: M Cttarg (US) tt J 
Bjoricm (Sc*! 5-3 6-2. Women"* ttart rowafc 
S Graf (Gar) tt G Fernandez lUSi 6-3 6-2: A 
Huber (Gen tt Sfa-Tng Wang i7ai) 6-0 (W: G 
Sabatn lArg tt K K&cftwerKS iGen 6-3 6-2: 
K Out? iJapanj or M IVeitfeJ Witmeyer (USi 6- 
0 6-0; A Suoyaroa Uapant tt i7j J Novotna 
(CzRepi 6-36-3:LDavertmaiS)RKBDooen 
(Netty 6-* 7-5: M J Fernanda (US) tn F La- 
bat tAtsi 6-2 4-6 6-4: j Halard-Oecugs !Frj ot 
S Pauhn lAut) 3-6 7-6 &J; N Tauaat (Fn tt 
K Adams i USi 6-0 6-2; 6 Fame (It) bt (IS) H 
Sukoua (C£ Reo) 6-0 7-5. 1 Stfrtea (Rcmi bt L 
Raymond (US) 6-4 6-4; A Grossman (US) tt 
M Orerruns (Netfit 64 06 6-2; J Wesner (Aud 
tt N Miyae (Japan) 6-2 6-2: J Capnaa (US) bi 
A Corot iSAi 6-4 O-66-l: K Ftosutfova (Sto- 
vafj tt ? Testud (Ft) 6-4 6-2; C Ruttn (USj m 
M McGrath iUSj 6-2 6-3. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7 JO unless stated 

EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUARTER-FWAL SECOND-LEO 

Scotland Q| v Uomi Cl 

tot Ext w Road. 6a Ttvrg'r) 

B WTEJWAHONAL 


WorUwn hatenrt » Nontcay Orynipk: 39, 
lot TTieStaufrowt^ Cbterattei 
UHoOKuatraorAxtoNAL 

Rapob&e at Ireland V Russia- 

[ar Linked Park. Dn«acdai 


_ . jvlsoerdO: 

HI GradtM stadwn, vararom; Cmcfl Reput*? v 
Turtey (7jJ5) tat Ba»y aadksr. Omu 
EUMPEAH UNOER-21 CHAMFUNSMP (pttr- 
tar-flnal secon d te g France (Oi » Germany (0) 
(at Si -^mpnonsn asoium. Mea 
ENOSU1GH LfiiGUE 56CONO 0IVI9ON 
Bristol (U arers v Cherterfiald 

Carfiate » Itekhwtmn (7-48) . 

KuB City v Notts County 


Potertxiruue)i « BteeHpooi (7 >16) 
Wycombe r Bmdterff City (7.45) - 

Vote CMy v BouneuiuuUi — 

TWRD DIVISION 
Ctiester v Carebteigi (ltd . 


FotSma « Leyton Orient 
Hereford v UtKOtn _ 


SeonUtttps 


S^ssr. 


BM VA100MLL CONFERENCE 

(i7.4a 


HsOfax v Souttgort (7-45) 

Macclesfield v No rtb w fcn (7j«£) . 
Tetford y Wttdng (7.45) 


v Ralesowfln Town (7.451: Gr»«eno » Gkx-ces- 
ser SMtafl i (tesornfi (7.4Si: fcterov 7^3 .-CneF 
tantvnri MkBand DKsmon: aeowsnh •. Dudley: 
Btrtarsram Tom * BisLyi (7.45; cveden v 
lym 17.45': lerceuer Utd v Suron Co (dftHfl; Tsm- 
yarin v Nunestcn. Saatbera DhMan: Cmneroro 
« TttSndff! iT.45i: NewtuiT tAV v £etn '7.45): 
weyiroutt V FOief IT ,4Sl: Wstney » AsrdonJ (7 .451. 
FBXMBON mWOfTNOnTHERN UOkCUE test 
DMsImr Dmei v Eoewai. 

CHEAT MUS LEAGUE Premier DMakw Ode 
Domi r Ceme: WesaMry « Crticcernem. 
teCWEARD UMHED COUtnES LEAGUE Planter 
BtvtetefK Bosun T«m ir SL Cvft; Desuraigt w 
Hoioescn: Potior, v Santero. 

(NTOUAtt EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLIANCE Be< 
wee v BoWroce. Rocesier v Hatesosen Maroea: 
Rusna* Olympic v Mtypeniet vojns: Stncfcea v 
Pennoe: vweniau i. SrnVta^ Industrie) Rented! 
Umgue Cfti sene-flool second teg Wes vm- 
tands P<*ce (1) « Oraaur, (Si. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAOLE Premier DMaloe: 
Sudbury Tp*m vWanon; Wteeeefl v “aUwgn 05.0'. 

NORM WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Rnt Dtnttm: 

n»aofi MrtOKh: tone/ OB 3t*s v («To<a: *Ce»- 
gnjue » Mosley: Nemaasie Town v Oiefldenon. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST l£MUE CUP 
SemMlnat SttrCk^Socgf v Owttt Albcn. 
MteSHPREAP KENT U5ACUE Fine P uM c ic Cjv 
renairy v CTamart Foaesone Irarrcta * Cioc*en- 
hS; H(ir* v fiimess. Soado Green v Greerwn 
Boroug: ThameOToao Wais Whcsasie 

vDeaL 

UTAJET SUSSEX COUMY UACUE Fnt ObtetaR 

nme Sndjes V Bureses rlA. 


LEAGUE OF WALES: Cntm v Cemaes Bay: tr 
\ <Cc«n- 


103 LEAGUE Premier DMafan: Bromtey v IM)- 
Bn t Hersham (7.455; Grays v Veens': Hay« v Pip- 
fleet 17^5): Herrton v &*ettt Kmgsanoi « Harow. 
FM DtetotoiE Batcng « Stare. 17.45'; Banon 
ftoaors k Marty* (TASi: SaanSSsAa v Otftxd Off: 
WamUay'v TooOn* (7.451: WWuntftan v left* 
Pe«Btt T7.45L Second Oxatan: Beam ninth- 
am (7.45i: Deteng u Cnfismm i7.45): Eflgwtr 
yOaflm 5» Rerer |7.45). Sat Dnwcm. Cow » 
Windsor (7.45): East Thurrock . Homsureh 
IT .45): Floowefl Hetth r Epwn (7.4SI: tesstton 
v Tnn& Wing tta & Finehley v Hortfom (7.45l. 
ftteitSan bsmanee Cup eenri-fiml first log 
AMcduy w ttnpuraNL Cartton Cup semWiaafc 

Boroham Wood vBishcoT Sumtard: Sut»n uo <r 

GBOMtot Carton Thvtt sem^feoic aerwesd 
h Tcfcury i7.45); Carney tsbrd > Hungpitora 
(7^5). 

IWfiOM) LEAGUE Premier DMatan: Sander 
Bidee « Aoemaon Sawy. first OJndan; Bead 
M Park Avene v uncoln Utt Conan Astmn v 
Wcrfa«£»t fteetwood v Gwa; Rar=rrta v <vat- 
iBgon. CheHOgfl Qd sanfl-flnal first teg Gere- 
KrauflT v rnoe. imm first DMeten t>p 
first leg Attaiton Lfl » Atefton (7-45i 
BEA2E1TH0ISS LEAGUE PTenterDhiliBn:At)Kr- 
stonee»saat!w:CJ3BlertfGre5iey: Oo&teosr 


let cman v Aowystwyei Tom. Newc»»i» • Ct«n- 

brarl LenteaCLvteANAwlfittt-te^ EttwVdD 

v Berry T.*m. 

PONTTNS LEAGUE Hrst DfiiWao: Evdnonv Bcu- 
ton r 7 ,0> . Second DMden: L'«ectiester C<-, ■ Md- 
(SeiSrtwfJi i7.0« i* Wrtton «teni. 

AVON N5URANCEC0I4BNAIKM first Dtitoc 
Oueen'4 Snl aongero v wnvieten (7.0' rot 'to- 
rn Bmuffri. Second DMsten: piyrrJuth v 
SjLsrsea (ZGc torouav r Newport (7.0i. 

FA YOUTH CUP Quartcr^nat Mancnesar C«v ► 
Wirrstetttt (6.455. 


Rugby Unloa 

CLUB MATCHES; Cuts Km v Nutt i7.0); Sam- 
prgr. wanaeras v Troorwy (7 A); Soutt wates ?o- 
k» V Svratvaa l7fll; Irotren \ Exeter u J5i: 
Tredegar v PorsypOOl (f.Oi. 

WW IMDMCBC OOminiM Itete ftaa^nttE 
v Damn i_7.0i. 

Other snorts 

golf; Sumaigae FburameE. 

HOCKEY* waman’fi mramstdrot Graa Brw r 
Francs liDl CM SSftam usmt. 
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MERCURY MINICALL' KEEPS YOU 
IN TOUCH WHILE YOU ROLL 
AROUND TOWN. 


• NO CONTRACT 

• NO MONTHLY BILLS 

• NATIONWIDE COVERAGE 

• EASY TO USE 

Can be called Tram any phone'* 

Coffer pays to send e mmuje 

Upas standard battery lasting up to 6 week* 



MERCURY MINICALL 


£ 89.99 : £ 69.99 £ 89.99 


AVAILABLE FROM; ARGOS. TANDY. PEOPLES PHONE SHOWROOMS, 
THE UNK CURRYS. JOHN LEWIS PARTNERSHIP. NORWEB. GRANADA 
SHOPS. INDEX. OFFICE WORLD, selected branch®, el DIXONS AND 
ALLDERS DEPARTMENT STORES; Mercury Paging authorised d Mints 
end lending electrical cutlet*. 

For further information, FreaCall 0500 50 S 50S. 


M l mercury 


■■Whan Landing j message, celts are charged at Mp per minute (economy n,le). «*Jr> ai an other Urea*. Call* made 
from payphones, mobile phones ami otner scrmorVi ®ra .ubj-c* t® "n-Mt auallahllWy DnurUng ratal er thou 
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CRICKET IN CRISIS: PART TWO 

Why the counties should not be running die 


22 


Modahl claims 'historic’ victory 


Athleti cs 

mike rowbottom 

The decision announced yes- 
icrday by the Internationa! Am- 
ateur Athletic Federation that 
the dopmg case against Diane 
Modahl was being dropped was 
described by the athlete's hus- 
band and coach, Vicente, as be- 
ing of vital importance to &J] 
other athletes. 

. “I think this isone of the most 
significant days in athletics his- 
tory for the last 20 years," Vi- 
cente said, “because it’s the day 
when athletes all over the world 
will have a safe future with the 
dope testing system. It will be 
tightened up in a major wav af- 
ler this.” 

Modahl had fought doping 


charges for 18 months after be- 
ing sent home from the 1994 
Commonwealth Games when it 
was announced that she had 
tested positive for a huge testos- 
terone level after a minor meet- 
ing in Lisbon in June of that 
year. 

She was banned for four 
years by a British Athletic Fed- 
eration panel in December 
1994. but the BAF reversed the 
decision on appeal last Sep- 
tember and the IAAF, accept- 
ing that poor storage and 
procedure by the Lisbon testing 
laboratory cast serious doubt on 
the finding, has belatedly en- 
dorsed that finding. 

The Modahls learned of yes- 
terday's derision at their Albu- 
querque training base through 


a phone call from Istvan Gyu- 
lai. the IAAF general secretary. 
“He said he wanted to be the 
first to tell us that Diane was 
free," Vicente said. “It is a fan- 
tastic achievement- We pro- 
duced convincing evidence in a 
new area which convinced both 
national and international au- 
thorities. I think we have done 
something incredible.” 

Diane, who was at Vicente's 
side when the call came through 
at just after 10 in the morning 
local time, was initially confused 
about the outcome. “Vicente 
pointed towards me, and 1 
thought: ‘Oh God. It's some- 
thing terrible.' But then he 
shouted out: ‘Yes. yes! We won!' 
For a few seconds it was great. 
It is a tremendous relief. 


Venables vouches 
for Fowler’s flair 


Football 

GLENN MOORE 

Robbie Fowler, timing his ar- 
rival like a late run into the 
penalty box, may tomorrow get 
the chance to claim a place in 
Terry Venables' Euro 96 line-up. 

The prospect of the Liverpool 
striker making a much-antici- 
pated international debut short- 
ened yesterday when Alan 
Shearer missed England's train- 
ing session with a groin injury. 
With Les Ferdinand struggling 
for form, and Teddy Sheringham 
nursing a calf-muscle injury. 
Fowler could be centre-forward 
against Bulgaria at Wembley. 

Shearer's injury is one way for 
Venables to try another striker 
without appearing to drop his 
favoured forward? who is with- 
out an international goaf for 10 
starts and IS months. If Fowler 
plays, he would become Ven- 
ablh' 21st debutant in 1 6 starts. 

“I would have no worries 
about playing him.” Venables 
said. “When he came on in the 
B international against Ireland 
he looked like an old-timer no 
nerves, just thinking about scor- 
ing goals. He has looked very 
good in training." 

Fowler. 20. is equally upbeat. 
“I have always been a confident 
lad and I feel I can score goals 
for England. ' he said. 

Fowler made his Liverpool 
debut in a-Coca-Cola Cup lie at 
Fulham in September 1993. He 
marked it with a goal but real- 
ly announced himself in the sec- 
ond leg when he scored five. 


Within a year be was at- 
tending an England squad ses- 
sion but Venables has waited for 
his maturity off the pilch to 
match his coolness on it. “He 
has grown as a player and a 
young man. That has' helped in 
his game," Venables said. 

“I am still a young lad and I 
am going to do stupid things but 
this season 1 think I have grown 
up a lot more,” Fowler said. 
“When I was first in the lime- 
light I was in awe but I am han- 
dling it quite well now.” 

Fowler scored 31 goals for 
Liverpool last season but was 
displaced by Stan Collymore at 
the start of this campaign. “I was 
obviously disappointed. I had 
been top scorer last season and 
1 did not expect iL I do not know 
whv 1 was on the bench, they did 
not tell me. and I did not ask. 

“When 1 did get in [after Col- 
ly-more was injured in the sec- 
ond match] I was more 
determined, so it probably 
made me a better player. It has 
been different playing with Stan 
to Ian Rush. No disrespect to 
Stan, but I am working harder 
now. Rushie has always been the 
first line of defence for Liver- 
pool and now I am getting used 
to that role. When I first got in 
the side I must have been a pain 
to play with because I was not 
doing any work whatsoever. 

“I have learned a lot from 
Rushie. Even now he is not in 
the team he helps me. He is man 
enough not to be jealous of me 
being in his place.” 

Fbwler has a dispassionate al- 
titude to goal-scoring. He has 
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ACROSS 

I Communists seized power 
after one returned from 
rest’.’ (6) 

5 Motoring organisation on 
road seerefuge for animal 

IS) 

9 Black group gets money, 
good for high-living (3*7) 

10 Suppresses jokes (4) 

I I Film should be not open 
to the public? (2.6) 

12 It’s to be made up Into 
shelter on street? (6) 

13 Equipment's back to front 
in burlesque (4) 

15 Trre when struggling to 
limit champion's unavoid- 
able choice (6-2) 


18 Modest changes by one 
conservative in the home 

19 Interview Germany's lop 
tennis player (4) 

21 Woman's absent having 
left one lad (6) 

23 Bread delivery ? f 4 * 4 ) 

25 Notion which falls short of 
being perfect? (4) 

26 Hateful high cost includes 
popular article by the 
French (10) 

27 Colour of biro secures 
consent 05) 

2S Order about, in power of 
dictator? (6) 


Monday's Solution 
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DOWN 

2 Smarten up. about to be 
taken into L’S prison? (5) 

3 Remove underworld status 
of person (9 ) 

4 Swuie has its foot trimmed 
at the top (6) 

5 Perhaps no actor could 
portray Popeye? (8.7) 

6 Note, after a pistol is 
raised, one’ll nave to exer- 
cise control (S) 

7 Vol ume att racls complaint 
that’s not specific (5) 

8 Manipulate graduate's 
part in performance (9) 

14 Information of King's pre- 
sent resting place (9) 

16 Could be a sitter for prof 
to achieve? (42>) 

17 Wise man retains tenor of 
a bygone period (5-3) 

20 In political pact a Liberal 
prevaricated? (6) 

22 Make criticism about new 
common mode of speech 

(5) 

24 I call out for flowering tree 

(5) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 . 
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“We had both expected the 
decision on Sunday from the 
IAAF. so It meant two sleepless 
nights for us.” she added. “The 
waiting was traumatic, it was ter- 
rible. Vicente sat up in the liv- 
ing room all night last night. I 
was waking up from time to 
time and asking: ‘Is that the 
phone? Is that the phone?’" 

Modahl planned to celebrate 
the decision with a run in the 
park which adjoins their apart- 
ment block. “It wiU be a very ex- 
hilarating run for me,” she said. 

For Vicente, who has been a 
firm source of strength for her 
throughout her campaign, the 
run also promised much. “1 
think even I have a chance of 
Seb Coe's 800 metres record to- 
day!" he said. 


Modahl 's testosterone to 
epitestosterone level was said by 
the Lisbon laboratory to be 
way over the legal limit of; 6:1 
at 42:1. The ratio involved when 
Ben Johnson was banned for life 
in 1992 was 10:1. 

Despite a prolonged initial 
rejection of die decision, the 
IAAF has now given Modahl 
unequivocal clearance to pre- 
pare for the Olympic Games, 
and she is c ommitted to nmnmg 
in the British trials. 

The IAAF had taken into ac- 
count independent scientific 
evidence provided on ModahTs 
behalf showing that testos- 
terone could be created within 
urine samples which were not 
stored at a correct temperature 
in a refrigerator. 


When the standard second 
test was performed on ModahTs 
sample, rt was acknowledged by 
the IAAF that it had suffered 
degradation as a result of the- 

laboratory’s contents having to 
be shifted temporarily from 
the building. 

The IAAF argued dzat this 
degradation was not signifi- 
cant, but subsequent analysis by 
Professor Simon Gaskell of die 
University of Manchester In- 
stitute of Science and Tbchnol- 

overheated storage conditions 
can cream dramatic increases in 
testosterone. 

A statement read by Istvan 
Gyulai, the IAAF secretary, 
said: "Tt was found that the Lis- 


bon laboratory had not- con- 
ducted the additional analysis 
necessary foe clarifying the: 

doubts which were raised at the 
BAF hearing and that the an- 
alytical data were not satisfac- 
tory.” 

Gyulai revealed that Por- 
tuguese authorities refused per- 
misaoa for farther analysis of the' 

remainder of Modahl’s sample. 

“While the IAAF council 
believed that farther anaiyss of 
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ed a final resofetkra of this mat- 
ter, it was not possible to pursue 
this coarse and therefore a se~ ■ 
nous element of doubt existed," 
the statement added. ... 

Despite the fact that Modahl 
is riling die BAF to recover the 
estimated £500,000 she has 


Modahfc ImmotSate ctearance 


spent on. her case, Ibe BAF 
spokesman, Tony Ward, wel- 
comed the 1990 Common-, 
wealth Games 800m champion ' 
back as an Olympic Contender . 


by Kelly HoImes..tfae 800m has 
noi really moved cm in the last 
couple of years and there is 
clearly an opening,” WhrdsakL 


- 

wm 

i &- 

rip 

. IM 
* 

r ’ 

. I# 




hit 79 for Liverpool but keeps 
no records or videos, has no 
favourite, nor practices his cel- 
ebration. Not that he does not 
enjoy iL “I just go mad when I 
score,” he said. 

Venables' other main selec- 
tion problem concerns David 
Platt The captain has not been 
available since the Umbro Cup, 
during which time the likes of 
Jamie Redknapp and Rob Lee 
have laid claim to his place while 
Paul Ince has been recalled. “I 
am back on top of my game and 
will be disappointed if 1 am not 
picked.” Platt admitted. 

Along with Shearer and 
Sheringham. Steve Stone and 
Rob Jones also missed tr ainin g. 
An X-ray on Slone's foot injury 
revealed only bruising while 
Jones has a back problem. 

Those who did train spent 
much time working on defen- 
sive permutations but the at- 
tention. as ever, was drawn to 
Fowler as he repeated the au- 
dacious chip he attempted at 
Nottingham on Saturday, and 
again hit the crossbar. 

Looking on approvingly was 
another Merseyside gcalscorer, 
Dixie Dean. Poster-sized repli- 
cas of Dean and four other de- 
ceased footballers (Bobby 
Moore, Billy Wright, Danny 
Blancbflower and Duncan Ed- 
wards) formed a backdrop to 
training to commemorate a new 
Royal Mail stamp issue. Dean 
scored 18 goals in 16 England 
appearances. If Fowler, an Ever- 
tonian by birth, manages half as 
good a ratio he will be set for a 
long international career. 
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Fowler to the fore: The Liverpool striker demonstrates. Ms sh oo tin g abffity to mhirihg Errand teom-matesyesterday . . Photograph: David Ashdown 


Fans snub Wembley evening 


England are at home - and the 
pubs are full. Despite an ad- 
vertising campaign aimed at 
enticing fans away from the bar 
and into the ground, the twin 
towers will be looming over 
50.000 empty seats tomorrow 
night, writes Glenn Moore. 

Wembley' expect 25,000 fans 
to watch England play Bulgar- 
ia. the Football Association 
hope for 5.000 more. This fig- 
ure, regularly exceeded by half 
the Premiership, is unlikely to 
be reached, making tomorrow's 
friendly the fifth sub-30,000 
crowd in six England games. 

That only Brazil have broken 
the barrier underlines the fact 
that most fans are no longer in- 
terested in watching England at 
Wembley. 

Even Bulgaria. World Cup 
semi-finalists and boasting the 
likes of Hrislo Sloichlcov. can- 
not overcome the perceived 


triple whammy of high prices, 
poor location and ancient fa- 
cilities. 

Having locked themselves 
into a restrictive contract the FA 
can do Little about the latter two 
factors, but they can move on 
price. Tomorrow night tickets 
are on sale for £13-£45. One 
dreads to think what the view 
is like for £13. As for the high- 
er prices: Two together? Most 
fans cannot even afford one be- 
tween two. 

There is a school of thought 
within the FA which aigues that 
radical pricing changes are re- 
quired. “A kid a quid’, as some 
Endsleigh League clubs have 
done; or £10 every seat. Un- 
fortunately this view does not 
hold sway* on the Match and 
Grounds committee, whose 
view is that price cuts would set 
a damaging precedent and fans 
will expect to watch the tikes of 


Italy in the World Cup on the 
cheap. 

This is ludicrous. A one-off 
tenner-a-ticket offer could act 
as a loss-leader (not that any- 
one would lose money), restor- 
ing the habit of going to see 
England and creating a vibrant 
atmosphere. Itwouldako com- 
pensate those who cannot afford 
the high Euro 96 prices. . .. 

The FA are constantly bang- 
ing on about acting for the 
good of the game. In an age of 
exponentially rising seat prices 
this is their chance to set an ex- 
ample. 

“We would like a frill house 
hut we all know we are not go- ; 
ing to get iL” Terry Venables 
said yesterday. “All I can do is : 
get the best possible opposition 
and put together the best pos- 
sible squad. I cannot do any- 
thing more than thaL” His , 
bosses can, and should. j 
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It’s the 


Surrey seeking support 


Cricket 

DAI LLEWELLYN 

Surrey are still trying to oust Ray 
fiiingiwrth from hs post as the 
chairman of the England selec- 
tors, and last night were in the 
process of soliciting support 
from the other first -class coun- 
ties with a view to making their 
fedings knemn when the Test and 
County Cricket Board executive 
committee meets at Lord's today. 

And while most of Illing- 
worth s critics remain resigned to 
his reuppointmenL following 
David Graveney's withdrawal 
from the election on Friday, an 
indication of the strength of the 
opposition is their belief that had 
the vote gone ahead Gravcney 
would have scraped in by a ma- 
jority l>: one. A straw poll by one 
of the counties found Gravcney 
winning 10-9, with one of the 20 
(ihe Id firsi-dass counties 
plus one cadi from MCC and 
Minor Counties) abstaining. 

Surrey yesterday canvassed 
the 17 other counties as they at- 
tempted to gauge the level of un- 
happiness. Mike Soper, the 


Sumy chairman, said “I am not 
happy with the situation as it now 
stands. I think something has to 
be done now by the TCCB. My 
main concern is that vk now have 
to endure another ax months. 

“And if we are going to find at 
the end of the year — ance Illing- 
worth has said he will not tour 
again — that we are going to 
change, then whoever conies in 
is going to do so cold, facing a 
tour to Zimbabwe and New 
Zealand.” 

Soper feds that with India and 
Pakistan touring England this 
summer a new man should he ap- 
pointed at the latest to take 
charge for Ihe Pakistan series. 
“Then at least he would be giv- 
en a chance to experiment with 
a new squad, or a new idea. I care 
about English cricket, and if we 
don't do anything we are just go 
inp to lurch to another problem. 
I ain't want England to dh had- 
h’ this summer, but we ail know 
thaf evetybody in the world ts get- 
ting better and wc are coL 

“Bv his own admesidn filing- 
worth said. Tm in charge. This 
is where the backstops.’ We last 
six out of seven one-da vers and 


the Test series to South Africa 
and we were humiliated in the 
World Cup. What else are we 
supposed to do? This is not go- 
ing to go away. With a bit of tack 

we may be able to force the 
TCCB s hand sometime this sea- 
son.” 

John Barclay, the former Sus- 
sex captain who was England’s 
assistant manager on their win- 
ter lours, is fining support as an 
alternative to Illingworth, but 
there is also growing tamer that 
Gravency was forced to withdraw 
aiafl. 

The Professional Cricketers’ 
Association, who employ him as 
chief executive, felt that there 
would be a conflict of interests, 
but left things very late before 
idling him. Dennis Amiss, the 
Warwickshire chief executive, 
said: “Vfc had no indication that 
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and because we. have helped other 
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from standing. If the PCA didn't 
want David Gravcney to stand 
why (fid they leave it nnS the last 
minute? Thai at least would 
have given the counties wi to 
warned change now, raihcrtbau 
later, the opportunity of propos- 
ing someone dscr”. - 
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